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CHAP. I. 

I 

Adventures of Rofeite. 
■JN EVER, my dear Lanfon, fliall I 

■ 

iprget that dreadful moment when 
Sainyille furprifed us^ and you- made 
him pay fo dear for his temerity. You 
had no fopner fled, than colledling the 
remains Qf . ftrength that hpri;id fcenc 
had left fpe, I dragged my felf towards 
the fvm> weeping the lofs of a lover to 
- Voj^, JII. B whom 
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whom I was fo tenderly attached, and 

I * 

the cruel event that rendered his flight 
neceflary. You, doubtlcfs, have been 
informed of the confequences : Sain- 
villc's wound was not inortal^ and 

fpeedily cured by the flcill of the fur- 
geon ; but he did not conceal from his 
parents that I was the caufe of his 

quarrel with you, divulging alfo every 
circumftance of our intimacy. My fa- 
ther was not the laft to hear of it : he 
is naturally good tempered, but vio- 
lently tenacious on the article of female 
honour: he reproached me in the 
harflieft terms, even adding eifeds to 
his anger ; in fhort, I was box^d, beaten, 
and loclced'up in a room for a whole 
month, without feeing any pcrfon but liiy 
mother who brought me viduafe. At 

length I was fct at liberty; but conti- 
3 tmually 
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mxMy watched, and forbid to go ^c 
aldttc. My parents no longer treated 
me with their former kindnefk and 
confidence ; I did not dare appear in 
the village, the girls never fiultng t# 
point at me. * Look there^'' cried they; 
^ there goes the proud Rofette^ who ufed 
to think herfelf fo much above us ; if 
we are not fo handfi)iiae» at leaft we arc 
modefl, aiid don't make appointatenta 
in the wood with men, and foment 
tjuarrejs between the gentlemen of the 

town.* Thefe infults mortified me 

extremely, and made me frequently re-^ 
folve to quit a place where I was fub^ 
jedl to fuch humiliations. One day that 
I was fitting before the door of the 
ferm, plunged in melancholy refledion^ 
a coach and fix pafled by, containing a 
lady about forty and an Abbe much 

B 2 younger. 
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ydlngcr. How happy, thought I, fhould 
1 be was I tkat lady's waiting maid. 
Occupied with this idea, my eyes foU 

kxwed the carriage, which had hardly 
proceeded thirty yards beyond the farm, 
vheh the axle-tree broke, and the coach 
overturned. One of the footmen im- 
mediately came to entreat affiftance, on 
which my father and my two brothers 
inftantly ran and helped to raife it. 
The lady had fainted froni fear, in which 
ftate Ihe was carried to our houfe, the 
Abbe efcaped with only a flight con- 
tufion, and the lofs of his wig, which 
was Ipoiled by the mud. We all were 
attentive about the lady, who recover- 
ing appeared fenfible of our cares, and 
returned thanks with a politcnefs that 
enchanted us; Ihe appeared particu- 
larly pleafed with me ; for alking my 

father 
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father if I was his daughter^ on his re- 
plying in the affirmative, fhe faid, • I 
congratulate you on fuch a child, her 
features exjprefs an excellent difpofi* 
tion, and prejudice me in her favour; 
I fhould be charmed to have fo amiable 
a young woman about my perfon; what 
fay you, my good girl,*^ continued (lie, 
* could you refblve to leave your parents, 
andcomeand live with me ?' — * Madam,* 
anfwered I, * I fhould, doubclefs, think 
myfelf honoured by ferving fuch a 
lady, but I depend on my father/-^ — 
' Well, but if he confents,' returned 
fhe — • Ah, madam, in that cafe I Ihould 
think myfelf ycry fortunate^* anfwered 
I — My father, who perhaps was not very 
forry to get rid of a girl whom he 
defpaired to eft^blifh, willingly con- 
fented ; the hdy appearing ptrfe&iy fa- 

B 3 ^- xvsSv^?^ 
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tfsfied with', the manner in which I ex- 
preflfcd my thanks, A footman after 
fome time came to inform her that the 
coach was ready to proceed, on which 
jchc lady rofe to depart — ' Adieu, my 
fweet girl/ faid Ihe, * I'll fend for you 
to-morrow, be fure to be in readinefsj^ 
you need not fear being happy with 
nie.*^ — My mother and myfelf accom** 
panied her to the carriage : during the 
way I heard the Abbe fay to her„ 
* Faith, madam, I congratulate you, 
you have made a charming acquiiition ; 
this young girl is very pretty; with 
fuch an air of enchanting ingenuity, 
that (he is really inttocence perfonified.* 
r-I could hardly refraid laughter at thia 
Twliculous difcourfc of the Abbe's, whO|^ 
I leave you to judge, was no extraordi* 
nary phifiognomift. I again returned 
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my thanks to my new miftrefs, who 
anfwered them kindly, and immediately 
departed. 

*' I was oveipowercd with pleafure, 
thus ta find my delires fo unexpedlcdly 
fetisficdj my father had made feme 
inquiries o£ one of the footmen, who 
informed him that the, kdy was the 
Marchiontfa! de B— — ^> a. widow of 
coftfideifabk fortunje,. with only one fon, 
who was a colonel in the army* * Thu* 
Rofe^te,* faid my: father^ 'thou can'ft 
not fail , to -be happy, thoa, art very 
fortunate to jncet with fuch a fituation, 
thou know^H what a difagreeable im-. 
preflion thy adventure has made in the- 
Village, therefore try to defervc the 
good will of thy new miftrefs, . and re- 
ft 4 member. 
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member, if thou wouId*ft wifti to be 
refpcdled thou mull be virtuous.* 

" The next day the maitre d'hotel of 
the Marchionefs came to fetch me. 
Nbtwithftanding the rigour with which 
my parents had for fome time treated 
me, I experienced real afflidlion . on 
leaving them, for nature can never 
forego her rights. My- father and mo- 
ther ftied tears, giving me a long ex- 
hortation,, which, however, made but 
flight impreffion on my mii\d ; and 
having received , their 'blefling, I em* 
braced an4 bid them adieu. 



' ■* 4te * * ' « « 



** Having reached the houfe of the 
Marchionefs, jny condu(9:or immedi-r 

««. .- 'j Mm . ^ * - fp.. 

ately introduced me to her. I had 

..•■-. J 

never before feen thofe fuperb apart- 

mentSj^ 
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ments^ in which luxury takes pride to 
difplay thofe brilliant fuperfluitics^ 
which folly has rendered neceflUry to 
the favourites^ of Plutus. I was daz- 
zled and aftonifhed, drawing back 
m^y feet, fearful they fhould foil the 

beautiful carpets. My new miftrefs 
fmiled at my embarraffment, which her 
icindnefs however foon banilhed. The 
next morning I entered on my bufinefs> 
as the Marchionefs's fecond waiting 
maid; the firft, fille de chambre in- 
ftmding me fo carefully, that in a few 
days I was quite perfedl. This hew 
way of life was foon extremely to my 
tafte^ the wearifome uniformity of a 
country life\had never pfeafed me, I 
loved adivity and variety in'btifinefs as 
in pleafure, and found fuffrcient of both 
ilMny* nc w fituation* The Marchibneft 
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Tofe about eleven, my bufinefs wa$ 
affift her to put on an elegant but neg* 
ligent difliabille. At twelve fhe gave 
audience to forne ieaux efprits of the 
city^ viha came to regale her with the 
fruits of their labour,, and amufe her 
with their follies. The Abbe was fre* 
quently prefent at thefe converfations^ 
beflowing flattering ridicule on thefe 
provincial authors, who often received 
as compliments^ what in reality wa» 
keen fatire or cunning irony. Three 
o'clock was the hour allotted for din- 
ner, we feldom had company^ the 
Marchionefs ufually dining alone with 
the Abbe. After dinner ihe fiit down 
to the toilette, at which the lUile band 
laHb afliftcd, direding the adjuftment 
cif her hair and fcleding the orna:^ 
mew*i. fometimes my lady's toupee 

wasr 
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iiras brought too forward^ or the curls 
were too hijgh or too low, in which 
cafe poor St. Ledger, the Marchionefs's 
iirft waiting maid, had her work to do 
over again, for theopinionof Monfieur 
FAbbe was ever followed. I cannot, 
fufficiently difcribe to you my furprifc 
on feeing an ecclefiaftic, whofc fitua« 
tion I had ever imagined removed hirti 
fo far from fuch trifles, .a<5t fo derogatory 
to his charafter, as to employ himfetf in< 
the details of a lady's toilette. . 

•• r foon remarked' that the Mar-»- 
chionefs, though rather beyond the mid- 
die age, was ftill a coquette, though pof. 
fefled of an excellent heart,her difpofition 
was light, capricious and trifling, in (hort ; 
ihc was a woman* of the bon ton^ having, 
to the higheil degree all the faults of 

B 6 thalUj 

J 
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that lingular denomination. St. Ledger 
foon informed me completely of her 
charafter; this girl was a jolly bru-. 
jiette, whofe embmpoint in a great mea<- 
fure conftituted her principal beauty, 
'poffefling one of thofe common perfons 
which are generally pleafing but feldpm 
attach the heart ; her features befpoke 
good humour and franknefs, and, per- 
haps, to an obferving eye, a little leyity 
and indifcretion. According to her 
calculation fhe was twenty five, hvtH 
fome perfidious wrinkles, which began 
to engrave themfelves deeply on her 
face, gave me but an unfavourable opi- 
nion of her veracity in that point ; fhe 
pofleffed great volubility of language : 
the -firft time you heard hei; fpcak, you 
would have thought her witty; but the 

fecond would have convinced you that 

it 
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it was nothing more than fmall talk : 
ihe was very fond of attempting to cri- 
ticife, but it was rather from habit than 

ill humour; for St. Ledger, was realty 
a very good natured girli. mild^ fincere» 

and fcrviceable to her friends, for whom 

m • ' ■ - 

£hc . would haye faprificed hcrfelf ; fhe 

alfo poflelTed a great number, for her 

affedlionate and communicative foul did 
not need to fee a perfoh twice to be 

warmly attached to them ; Ihe was by 

* 

no means a man hater, for I foon dif- 

covered fome particular familiarities 

between her and a tall well built foot- 

man, which did not give me a very 
Jfiigh opinion of hei: virtue. 



. . 1 



".T.he chearful temper of my compa^ 
jypn foon made us friends ; from htt 
4 was informed of the fcandalous hit^ 

tory 
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toiy of Che whole houfe; (he gave me 
•to underftand that th^ Abb6 Wa» forM^ 
thing more than the cicfjie^^ of the Mar« 
chionefiii and had fiich an afcendanc^ 
ever her xnmd; diat fhe did nothing, 
without his advice; St. Ledgct idded, , 
that the Abbf, in fad, was a worthlefc 
fellow, his connexion with the Mar- 
ehionefs being merely for intereft, that 
he was affo of very libertine principles^, 
and that even herfelf, St. Ledger, had 
been neceffitated to grant him her fa- 
vours, left he fhould injure, her witfu 
her miftr^fs. 

** I could not refrain laughing at this 
laft t;rait of St. Ledger ; I atlmired her 
complaiiiince,^. and. provident care to 
fecure her place; but could not re« 
folve to imitate her. - Though the iiftk 

hand. 



iand was in the fio^wr of his Mgc, and 
tolerable happy in point of features^ 
I enperienced a idnd of averfion for 
him^ which I coyld not account for^ 
and promifed myfcif to treat him very 
diiFcrentfy to what St. Ledger had ddne^ 
ihould he make the iame attempt oa 
me. An occafion foon prefentcd : one 
morning that the. Marchioncfs had re«* 
maincd in bed longer than ufual^ I was 
in her drcffing room preparing her 
toilette^ when the Abbe entered. After 
cautiou% fliutting the door — * Good 
morrow my angd/ faid he in bis ufual 
flattering accent. I thanked him, mak«- 
ing a courtefy with great gravity .r— 
« The Marchioncfs/ continued he^ 

* is very happy to poflfefe ft) induftri- 
ous and amiable a perfon about her.' 

• I lluxiki be ungrateful/ replied I, 

€i if 
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• if I did not endn^^our to defcrve mj 
lady's kindneisi' — ' On my honour, Ihc 
is charming/ faid he drawing near me, 

* what a compkxion, what eyes; what 
vermilion lips, permit ihe, my dear 
girl, to fteal a kift I faying :thefe words 
he attempted to falute me, but, quickly 
turning my head, his face came againft 
•my hair and covered it with powder, 
nor could I refrain laughing at his ridi- 
culous appearance. The Abbe was^ 
however, not repulfed, but attempted 
to ravifh frefh favours ; I therefore de- 
fired him very ferioiifly to refrain from 
manners which were ofFenfive to me; 
but the impudent lif//e hand was deaf 
to my entreaties, becoming more and 
more audacious, Regardlefs of hi^ an- 
ger, I collefted my \yhole ftrength, and 

as he- endeavoured to embrace me, 
. * caught 
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caught him by the collar, and (hook * 
him fo roughly, that he fell down in 
the middle of the room. Aftonifhed at 
a refinance which he did not expeifl^ 
the Abbe picked up his wig, which had 
dropped off in the fcuffle, and aflum- 
ing an air of tranquillity, and even 
gaiety, he faid, ' Rofette your modefty 
enchants me, it even furpaffes the idea 
I had formed. My behaviour muft 
doubtlefs have given you a bad opinion 
of my charafter; but it was only to try 
your virtue ; continue to a<fl thus, and 
depend on my efteem arid good offices, 
whenever you ftand iii need of them. 
* After this difcourfe he opened the 
door and left me." ' 

t '1 ■ ■ * • 
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CHAP. IL 

Continuation of the adventures of RofeiPe^ 

JUL A D I not httn iirformed of the 
libertine Inclinations of the Abbe^ I 
might have been duped by his difcourfe, 
but fronfi the account of St.. Ledger J 
had no doubt that not having attained 
hjs end he invented this fubterfuge,. to 
conceal his infolence, fhould I com- 
plain to nay miftrefs. \ clearlj^: difco-. 
vered thai he added hypocrify to liber- 
tinifm, a vice that rendered him yet 
"more odious ta me. I did not fail to 
relate ta St. Ledger ^ what had pafled 
in the drefling room, and how far the 
Abbe had carxied his effrontery and' 
diilimuktion^ ^ My dfear Rofenf,,! 
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replied St. Ledger, * I dread the confe- 
quence of this ^wcnt. I know the 
Abbe, he refembles the greater part of 
his colleagues, that is, he is a crafty 
vindidive knave, and will 'never for- 
give your refufal, but fooner or later 
feck revenge; the Marchionefs is kind^ 
but fhe is weak, and I have already told 
you what an afcendancy the little ec« 

clefiaflic has over her mind ; however^ 
as her fon the Marquis will foon come 
home, and he hates the Abbe, we fhall 
be clear of his company for fome time. 



ft 



I had myfelf too bad an opinion of 
the Abb^, to think the fears of Sfci 
Ledger ill founded, andg^ therefore, re« 
Iblved CO a<£l with fuch circumfpedtiozv 
that the little worthlefs wretch (hould 
gain no advantage over me. Somt 
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weeks elapfcd without his appearing to 
change his manners towards me, he 
fpoke to me as ufual, and when we 
met alone did not appear the leaft 
embarrafTed ; the only difference I re- 
marked in his cohdudt was, that he did 
not praife me as formerly to the Mar* 
chionefs. I had no doubt but this pro- 
ceeded from a fecret refentmeht, which 
he only waited a favourable opportunity 
to'difplay more openly. 

"• The Marchionefs had a great nunrt- 
ber of jewels, which were always kept 
in acalket upon her toilette. One day 
that fhe Was driefling for an aflembly, a 
•valuable ring which Ihe ufuallj wore was 
miffing, and our moft diligent attempts 
•to find it fruitlefs. The Marchionefs was 
exalperated) reproaching St. Ledger and 

myfelf 
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myfelf in the bittereft terms for our 
negligence; the Abbe was prefent : ' It 

is really aftonilhing^ madam,* faid he 
coolly to the Marchionefs, * but it is 
not poflible that your ring fhould be 
loft, no one enters this apartment but 
your waiting women; St. Ledger has 
long fervcd you, and you miifl be con- 
vinced of her fidelity. For Rofcttc,' 
continued he, lowering his voice, * I 
believe her honeft, and doubtlefs.' — He 
concluded in this abrupt manner, which 
at once difcovered to me that he meant 
to fix the Marchionefs's fufpicions .on 
me. This trait of wickednefs infpired 
me with the moft lively indignation, a 
torrent of tears in fpite of my utmoft 
efforts . gulhcd from my eyes. * Yes 
fir,' replied I with great heat, * you 
have doubtlefs a right to think me in- 
capable 



J 
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<»pable of fach an aft of bafenefi, my 
condudl fince I have had the honour to 
icrve the Marchionefs^ muft have given 
her, as well as yourfdf, a more favour- 
ableopinionof mc;' fayiag thefc words, 
I gave him a look, whole expreflion he 
certainly comprehended. 

** The Marchioncfs, as foon as drelled, 
was obh'ged to repair to her appoint-* 
meat, giving St. Ledger and myfcif 
Ilridt orders to negleft nothing to find 
her ring. When we were alone, we 
remained fome time without fpeaking, 
and gazing at each other as though we 
wifhed to divine and read each others 
thoughts { but this emotion of mutual 
miftruft foon gave way to the pleafing 
aflb ranee of each others probity, and 
we both exclaimed at once, * no^ it Is 

not 



wst tbctj my dear frknd, that couid be 
guilty of fuch n de^cable ad:, my heart 

proclaims thy innocence^ and I baniih 
ewry fcntiment ef diftruft/ — * But 
how could this ring be loft?' continued 
St. Ledger^ *. it fuiprifcs me; I per- 
fedHy renaember putting it up myfelf 
laft night in the ca&et.* — I remained 
foxne time loft in thought, at length a 
gleam of light beamed on my reftec* 
tiom^* * Yes my friend,' cried I, * I 
am convinced that no one but the Abbe 
could take the ring, what he faid be- 
fore, the MarchioDefs confirms me in 
the idea» the found of his voice, and a 
txctain confuSon I remarked in his face, 
all contribute to convince me, that he 
i$ the author of this theft, which he 
wiihes to tjirow on me, in order to 
ruin »c with my mift«fs, and deliver 

him- 
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himfelf from the fi^t of a perfon wKcT 
is become odious to him/-^* Dd you 
think it poflibic/ replied St. Ledgef, 
* that the Abbe fliould be fuch a viU 
lain?' — * I have not the leaft doubt/ 
faid I ; * when a man can fo cntirefy 
forget his duty, what is he not capable' 
of? neither do I thiilk it impoflible to 
obtain proofs of his guilt; he has pro- 
bably concealed the ring fome where in 
his apartment, let us fearch; heaven, 
who is the protedlor of innocence, will 
fecond our endeavours^ and we may* 
perhaps find it/ St. Ledger at fifft 
made fome objedions', but. I reprefciited 
to her fo ftrongly that our mutual ho- 
nour, was concernied, that at length flie 
coofented. The Abbe had accompanied 
tti^ Marchiaoe/s, ;wc had,> tBiercfore, no 
fear of being = furptifed, aAd were np- 

fooner 
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fooner in his apartment then we began 
rumaging every place we could think 
of; his bureau was locked^ but hoping 
that he might have concealed the key, 
I carefully fought every part of the 
chamber ; at length chance led me ta 
a china vafe that flood in the corner^ 
and lifting the lid^ I found the wiihed 
for objed : I inftantly fnatched it, ran 
to the bureau, which I opened and vi- 
lited every drawer, but in vain, I could 
not difcover the ring.-— I was giving 
way to the moft lively grief at thus 
fitiding my hopes fruftrated; when St. 
Ledger informed me that thofe pieces 
of furniture, had ufually fecret receffes; 
we therefore examined on all fides and 
at length on my preffing a button, I 
difcoVet^d a private drawer which was 
concealed behind another ; I examined 
Vol. hi. C it, 

. 4 
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lt^ found a box, which on opening, the 
firft objedt that prefcnted to my fight 
was the ring : I cannot dcfcribe the ex- 
Mfs of my pleafurc, I threw myfelf on 
the neck of St. Ledger. — ' Well my 
friend,* faid I, ' you fee I was not 
wrong in fufpedting this unworthy 
Abbe!' my companion could not at 
once recover her furprize.— * The 
mpnfter!* cried Ihe, * is it poffible 
that fuch villainy fhould dwell in the 
heart of an ecclefiaftic?' when our 
lirft joy was in fome meafure evapo- 
rated, we devifed means to inform the 
Marchionefs of our difcovery. The 
circumftance was delicate, to reftorc 
the ring, declaring how we came by it, 
was to expofe ourfelves to be dilbe- 
iieved, as we well knew the Marchio- 
ncfs's prcdiledion for the Abbe. The 
I . vile 



OIL BIAS. 17 

vile hypocrite would cafily havejuftified 
himfelfj and perfuaded her that fear- 
fol of the confequences of our theft, 
we. had determined to reftore it, and 
throw the odium on him. After much 
confultation we determined that the 
Marchionefs (hould find the ring her felf, 
we -therefore replaced it in the box, 
locked up the bureau and carefully put- 
ting the key where we found it ; left the 
apartment. 

« We waited the Marchionefs's return 
with impatience ; her firft queftion was 
to alk whether the ring was found, we 
anfwered by throwing ourfelves at her 
feet, begging her not to ini|pute to us 
a crime we were innocent of; adding 
that our charafters required a complete 

juftification, and entreating her to grant 

C 2 us 
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US a favour that would entirely excul- 
pate us. — * I defire nothing fo much/ 
replied (he, * as to be delivered from 
the fufpicion I mufl: entertain of one 
of you, and if the favour you alk can 
contribute towards it, I willingly grant 

it/ St. Ledger then replied: 

* Madam, during the ten years that 
I have had the honour to ferve you, I 
believe you have never had caufe to 
fufpeft me of ading contrary to ho- 
nefty, and my duty. Rofette has been 
but a (hort time in your fervice, your 

fufpicions may therefore fall more forci- 
bly on her, but I know her heart, and 
can anfwer for her as for myfelf — what 
I have to fay muft doubtlefs furpipize 
you, we have ftrong reafon to fufpedl 

that gentleman ' pointing to the 

Abbe/ The favour then we entreat, 

is. 
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is, that yourfel^ madam, would fearch 
his apartment, and endeavour to dif- 
cover the ring/ — Thcfe words caufed 
the greateft furprize to the Marchionefs, 
who replied with indignation, * How 
dare you accufe a man as refpeftable 
for his probity, as for his facred call- 
ing?' I kept my eyes fixed on the 
Abbe during this difcourfe of St. 
Ledger's, and difcovered that when fhe 
mentioned vifiting his apartment he 
changed colour, and underwent an em^ 
barralTment which he in vain endea- 
voured to conceal; however, recover* 
ing himfelf as much as poflible, and 
doubtlefs depending on the Marchio- 
nefs*s partiality for him, he replied with 
affedled careleflhefs, * as thofe ladies 
accufe me, 'tis certainly juft to grant 
their requeft/ — f Sir,' interrupted St* 

C 3 Incdger, 
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Ledger, * our defire cannot injure your 
honour; ifour fufpicions are ill founded^ 
let the Ihame fall upon us, we confent 
to fufFer the utmoft efFedls of the Mar- 
chionefs's refentment. She is too good 
to forfeit the promife Ihe has given us/ 
The Marchionefs appeared irrefolute, 
her vifible perplexity made me dread 
the refult, however, at length Ihe faid 

to the Abbe. * Sir, I cannot refuft 
thefe girls fb flender a fatisfaftion, nay 
I confent to it the more willingly, as 
it will ferve to exculpate you of the 
crime they have dared lay to your 
charge/ With thefe words the Mar- 
chionefs rofe and led the way to the 
Abbe's chamber, he following in filenc^ 
doubtlefs flattering himfelf that the fe- 
cret drawer would not be difcovered; 
for St. Ledger and myfelf, we already 

. triumphed 
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triumphed^ being certain of fuccefs; 
The' Marchionefs after fearching feveral 
clofets and other places, at length came 
to the bureau, the Abbe himfelf pre- 
fented her with the key; (he examined 
all the drawers, where not finding what 
Ihe fought, her anger redoubled again ft 
us, * Madam,' faid St. Ledger, * thefe 
pieces of furniture have always fecrec 
rtcciTes, I think I difcovcr one here/ 
with thefe words (lie prefled the button, 
and drew out the drawer that contained 
the ring. — I cannot defcribe to you the 
confufion of the gentleman of the //V//<f 
land at that moment; he was filent, 
his features betraying the utmoft ftiame 
and confufion. The Marchionefs took 
out the box, opened it, and difcovered 

the ring. Surprize deprived her of 

ipeech^ but that emotion foon gave 

C 4 place 
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place to rage, ' Miferable wretch,' faid 
Ihe addreffing him, • what can you 
plead againft fuch ftrong convidion? 
Is it pDflible you could be guilty of fo 
mean and defpicable an acflion? Is it 
thus you requite the friendlhip^ I havc. 
had for you ? This event opens my 
cyeSj and make, me blufti at my foolifh 
partiality; good heaven, in what a 
worthlefs charader have I placed my 
confidence!' The Abbe endeavoured 
to ftammer fomc excufe, and to ac-. 
cufe us with having put the ring in 
•his bureau. — * Villain,' interrupted the 
Marchionefs with the utmoft paflion^ 
* dared thou to add calumny to thy 
bafenefs; quit my houfc this moment^, 
and never more prefume to appear be- 
fore me/ With thefe words ihe left 
the Abbe, and returned to her own 
apartment, 

'' The 
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" The errors of the Marchionefs had 
not ftifled her natural good difpofition: 
ftie thanked us for having undeceived 
her, and entreated us to excufc her un* 
juft fufpicions. I then told her of my 
adventure with the Abbe in the drcfling 
room, and the refentment he had iincc 

fliewn me. From what St. Ledger had 
related, I had no doubt but this inform 
mation would have the efFedt I wifhed 

on the Marchionefs. I was not mif- 
taken, * the monfter, the villain,' ex- 
claimed fhe, with an eniotion of rage,, . 
at- leaft equal to what fhe had felt at 
fight of the ring, ' to profane my houfc 
by fo unworthy a conduct, to attempt 
the chaftity of my fervants, never could . 
I have fupp6fed him guilty of fiich de* 
tellable vice.' — This event evidently 
render^ the Marchionefs unhappy for 

C c fome 

J 



34 THS FRENCH 

fbme days^ though fhe ufcd her utmoft . 
endeavours to conceal it, I plainly dis- 
covered that (he was greatly attached to 
the Abbe, and that no lefs a proof of 
his villany, would have induced her 
to banifh him from her prefence; nay, 
perhaps, when (he had recovered her 
firfl indignation, fhe might have fought 
to excufe him, if I had not awakened 
her felf-Iove by a recital of his attempts 
on me. Such is the general weaknefs 
of women, their hearts eafily juflifying 
every fault that does not interfere with 
their tendernefs, and with lefs difficulty 
pardoning a crime in their lovers, than 
the mofl flight infidelity. 

" Time deflroys all, even the ftrongeft 
impreffions. The Marchionefs foon for- 
got the Abbe; and her fon arriving 

at 
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at home^ having permiflion of abfencc 
from his regiment, maternal affedlion 
entirely took pofleflion of her heart. 

The Marquis de B was about 

thirty, tall, well made, handfome, and 
poflefling all thofe brilliant qualifica-- 
tions that diftinguiih men of his rank, 
he had alfo all the faults common to 
them I was libertine, frivolous, devoid 
of principle, and greatly given to wo- 
men, feeking rather to gratify his paf- 
fions, than his underftanding : he knew 
no rule but his inclination, no law birr 
his defires, nor was there any thing but 
what he would have facrificed to fatisfy 
them, except his honour. Notwith- 
ftanding he was open, brave, and ge- 
nerous; his mother loved him beyond 
expreffioji; he w^s her only fon, and 
the day of his return was celebrated by 
^ C 6 eveiy. 

d 
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every poflible demonftration of joy. 
The Marquis did not fail to afk after the 
Abbc; his mother related the hiftory 
of the ring, and the unworthy beha« 
viour of the little band. I happened to 
be prefent, the Marquis teftified the 
utmoft indignation. * I ever fufpedted 
him capable of fuch meannefs,* faid 
he, ' and am charmed that this event 
has undeceived you in regard to his 
charadler.* — Then looking at me with 
an arch fmile, * I congratulate you 
Hofette/ faid he, * on having fo (kill- 
fully cleared yourfelf from the dif- 
agreeable embarrafsment in which the 
xafcal had involved you ; your manner 
of contriving it gives me as good an 
opinion of your wit, as your treatment 
of him does of your virtue; doubtlefs, 
fo pretty a girl deferves the attention 

of 
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of a more defer ving charadler.' The 
tone and manner in which the Marquis 
faid this made me blufh; and I retired 
to hide my confuiion. I foon difco- 
vered that the Marquis was not dif- 
pleafed with me, ever finding occafion 
to fay fomething. obliging; fometimes 
he praifed the fairnefs of my com- 
plexion, other times the beauty of my 

hair, or the rofes of rty cheeks, and if 
he found me alone would attempt ta 

Ileal a kifs ; 'tis true I ever refifted 

thefc liberties, but I had not half the 
ftrength or inclination to repel him, 

as I had the Abbe, nor did I fail to 

> 

difcover the reafon ; the Abbe had in- 
fpired me with nothing but averfion, 
while on the contrary the Marquis 
pleafed me; his manners were feduc- 

ing, and he knew fo well how to ex^ 

■ * ' cufe J 
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cufe JiriTifelf, that though in his abfence 
I determined to be angry, yet I ncvei? 
failed to forget my refolution in his 

prefencc. Two nK)nths eiapfed in pur- 
fuits on the part of the Marquis, and 
in refiftance on mine ; my efforts, how- 
ever, became daily weaker; for after 
ftruggling for a favour for a length of 
time, he generally concluded by ob- 
taining it, which no fooner granted 
but he folicited another; nor was it 
virtue that protedlcd me, from grant- 
ing him the laft favour, it was thy 
image Lanfon, which was ftill engraven 
on my heart, and momentarily re- 
proached my inconftancy, 

V 

•* My virtue, or rather what chaftity 
I had remaining, was at the laft gafp, 
when the Marchionefs fet off for Paris, 

where 
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where (he pafled three months every 
year, taking her whole family with her. 
We were four in the coach ; the Mar- 
chionefs, her fon, St. Ledger, and my* 
felf^ and had reached about half way 
to the capital, when my miftrefs. find- 
ing herfelf indifpofed obliged us to 
flop at Chalons. As her illnefs became 
more and more ferious ; St. Ledger and 
myfelf, watched her by turns. One 
evening that my companion had re- 
placed me, I retired very early as 1 
had been up the preceding night, and 
had juft fallen into a profound fleep, 
when I was fuddenly awoke by fome 
one getting into bed, and clafping me 
in their arms. Overpowered by fear, 
I was on the point of calling for af- 
fiilance ; when the Marquis, for it was 
. himfelfj put his hand on my mouth : 

«Tis 
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* Tis mc Rofette/ faid he, ' do not 
be alarmed/ — ' You/ replied I, 'then 
have I yet greater caufe to fear, leave 
me I conjure you, fir; furely you would 
not ufe violence to a poor girl, and gain 
by furprize what you (hould owe to 
tendernefs alone ?' The Marquis fwore 
that he would never ufe force to obtain 
what he wiftied to be granted by love, 
but that his affeftion for me was fo 
violent, that he could not refi^ the 
opportunity. — In ihort, he declared fo 
much love, made me fuch fine pro- 
mifes, employed fo much of that rhe- 
torical amourous eloquence that men 
well know how to ufe; that though he 
did not convince my underfl:anding, he 
fedticed my heart fo completely that I 
could refufe him nothing.-^-As frank- 

hcfs has ever conftituted a part of my 

charad:er. 
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chara6tcr, I confefled to him freely that 
I had before had a lover, relating the 
tnanner in which we had been feparated. 
This confeflion did not appear to give 
hin^ the leafl pain ; the great in general 
arc not fufceptible in this point, as felf 
gratification is all they wifh. 

.'*' My hcfirt pleaded too ftrongly in 
favour of the Marquis, for him not to 
obtain bis pardon ; after fettling every 
thing for a fccond interview, we parted 
mutually fatisfied with each other. 



CHAP. III. 

Continuation of the adventures of Rofette. 

X HE indifpofition of the Mar- 
cbionefs was of (horter duration than 

we 
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Vfc had expected, and fhe was foon 
fufficiently re-eftablifhed for us to con*- 
tinuc our route. Arrived at Paris, wc 
went to the hotel of the Duke de 
F , who was brother to the Mar- 
ch ionefs, and where fhe always reiided 

during her. ftay in the capital; I fre- 
quently faw the Marquis alone, whole 
afFedion for me did riot appear to de- 
creafe. For my own part, . I loved 
him with that fincerity and warmth, 
which you know me capable of. St^ 
Ledger foon difcovered our connedlion^ 
and as I well knew that fhe was not 
very fcrupulous in thofe cafes, I did 
not hefitate to inform her of the whole; 
far from blaming me, fhe congratulated 
me on my conquefl. 

** I was 
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" 1 was as happy as it is poflible to 
be, when an unforefeen event fuddenly 

altered my fituation. The Marchionels, 

who had never perfedlly recovered her 
indifpofition fell darigeroully ill, which 
daily encreafing, the phyficians foon 
defpaired of her life. The Marquis, 
St, Ledger and myfelf, never quitted 
her, her fon was in the greateft afflic- 
tion, nor was ours far inferior ; for as 
well as being really attached to our 
xniftrefs, we had to lofc a comfortable 
fituation, hard to be replaced. The 
Marchioncfs, finding her end approach, 
made her will, in which (he left lega- 
cies to all her domeftics: St. Ledger 
and myfelf having particular reafon 
to be fatisficd. 
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•* The Marchionefs furvived but a 
iliort time: St. Ledger and myfelf, 
lincercly lamented her. The Marquis 
appeared inconfolable, but time which 
even weakens tendernefs, yet more 
cafily blunts the acutenefs of forrow 
for the death of a beloved objedl. 
Some few weeks after the deceafe of 
his mother, the Maxquis, whom I had 
rarely feen fince that event, came to 
my apartment. * My dear Rofettc,* 
faid he, * though you have loft a good 
miftrefs in my mother, you have yet 
a fmcere friend left, who is determined 
to give you the moft convincing proofs 
of his tendernefs.' He then told me 
that he had hired a houfe for me ; that 
I fhould go to it on the morrow, when 
he hoped to furprize me agreeably. * A* 
for St. Ledger,' continued he, * as I 

know 
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know you are inceiclleci for her, I have 
engaged my aunt, the Dutchefs of 

F , to employ her in the fame 

fituation, that (he enjoyed with my 
mother; .fo that (he will have every 
reafon to be fatisfied.' — I was delighted 
with the kindnefs of the Marquis, and 
throwing myfelf on his neck, teftified 
my thanks with the warmeft gratitude. 

*' The next day, a coach was fent to 
conduft me to my new dwelling ; the 
houfe had the moft elegant appearance, 

the furniture was rich, the fervants 
numerous, the equipage brilliant; in 
Ihort, the Marquis had left me no- 
thing to wilh for* After enjoying my 
furprize for fome moments, * It is all 
yours, Rofette,* faid he, * thefe people 
receive orders from you alone ; you 

iliall 
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fhall alfo have two thoufand crowns 
monthly, in order to furnifli you with 
all the pleafures that Paris affords; I zm 

determined that the Duke of C 's 

miftrefs, fhall burfl with fpite to fee 
herfelf furpaffed in magnificence/ 

" The lafl words of the Marquis, 
gave me to underftand in what fitua- 
tion I was to appear, and that oftenta- 
tion as much as love, had led him into 
fuch prodigious expence. You well 
know what power vanity has over the 
heart of a female, and how flrong an 
attradive luxury and drefs are to their 
minds ; I therefore, made but few fcru- 
ples to the Marquis, in reality I loved 
him tenderly, and love juflifies every 
thing in the eyes of a woman. 



f< 
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*' The next day I was fupplied with 
a mod elegant wardrobe, the Marquis 
alfo prefcnted me with a cafket of 
jewels. My firft appearance in my new 

finery was at the opera ; notwithftand- 
ing the fatisfadlion that I experienced, 
I could not defend myfelf from a cer- 
tain fhame; I was confufed, uneafy, 

and cmbarraffcd. When I entered the 
box the Marquis had hired for me, I 

found myfelf, as it were, overburdened 
by the weight of my grandeur. The 
richncfs of my drefs, and being a new 
face, foon fixed all eyes upon me; my 
cmbarraffment redoubled, and I was 
fo greatly difconcerted as to be on the 
point of retiring; however, coUeAing 
all my fpirits, I endeavoured to fur- 
mount my timidity, and fix my atten- 
tion on fome of the furrounding ob- 

jeds. 
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jcds, I obferved that the greater p^rt 
of the audience kept their eyes upoi% 
me while fdme whifpered, and others 
laughed anifhrugged their fhoulders; 
the fops crouded into the boxes neighs 
bouring to mine, fixing their glalles 

and viewing me with the moft un« 
daunted accuracy, as though I had 
been an animal of another fpecles. 
The Marquis foon joined me, and 
began a converfation with that cafy 
familiarity, which difcovered to every 
one our connexion, confequently that 
it was to his generofity, I owed my 
prefent appearance. The opera over, 
the Marquis conducted me home, he 
was in high f^irits, declaring that 1 

r 
• ' . • ... 

had greatly honoured him, as my -drefsj 
diamonds, and perfon had been particu- 
larly admired. The fatisfadtion his vanity 
6 received 
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received on this occalion, made him 
redouble his attention to me. 



** I was fpeedily familiarized to my 
new ftate, and foon loft that bafhful- 
nefs, which is frequently lefs the effed: 
of ijiodefty, than a diffidence of not 
afting up to what we appear. My 
houfe became the rendezvous of the 
young nobility, that were friends to 

the Marquis, who alfo brought their 
miftreffes; thus the hours and days 

elapfed in a perpetual round of plea- 
fure; the variety of which banifhed 
thought and wearinefs. The whirl- 
pool in which I was engaged, did not 
give me time to examine my heart, 
every idea- being employed in the en- 
joyment of the prefent; pride and 
Ihew are the rocks on which the 
Vol. III. D fenfibility 
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fenfibility of woman is frequently 
wrecked.; the continual amufements 
. which employ her mind, llifle by de- 
grees the voice of reafon in her heart, 
and, at length, from a continual habit 
of entertaining fuperficial fenfations, 
Ihe becomes incapable of any other, 
thinking Ihe ftill follows the impulfc 
of love, when in reality it is no- 
thing more than coquetry. I ftill 
loved the Marquis, but my afFedlions 
parted between fo many different ob- 
jedls, muft naturally weaken a fenti- 
ment that can admit of no competi- 
tor. I no longer was fo anxious for 
the company of my lover, his abfence 
gave me but little concern, and fome- 
times none; in Ihort, I could make 
myfelf perfedly fatisfied without him. 
Yet, notwithftanding I was fenfible of 

the 
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the flatteries of his friends, I was far 
from an idea of being unfaithful to 
hinmj a fentiment of honour, which 
was ever predominant at the bottom 
of my heart, curbed the effervefcence 
of my humour and kept it within 
bounds : I owed every thing to the 
generofity of the Marquis, and grati- 
tude was another bond which attached 
mctohim. 

" The time of the carnival was a 
new fource of pleafure. One evening 
that I was at the opera-ball, and was 
by fome means feparated by the croud 
from the Marquis, being fatigued I 
fat dQwn, hoping he would foon re- 
join me. I was employed in contem- 
plating the numerous and joyful af- 
fembly, when a mafk in -a domino 

D 2 came 
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came and featcd himfelf by mc, and 
began a very gallant converfation ; as 
he expreffed himfelf with a good deal 
of wit, I heard him with pleafure ; he 
told me that he had long known me, 
that I had infpired him with the moft 
lively aiFedion, but that particular 
reafons had obliged him to conceal 
it. This converfation excited my cu- 
riofity; I alked the ftranger to unmafk, 
in order as I told him, that I might 
know the perfon whom I had infpired 
with fuch tender ' fentiments. I had 
juft concluded thefe words, when I 
difcovered the Marquis who was feek- 
ingme; I called to him, and the mafk 
riling to quit me, faid, * Adieu, Rofette, 
don't fail to be at the next mafked 
ball, and I will tell you more extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary things than I have done to 
night.* 

** I related to the Marquis the con- 
verfation I had been engaged in; he 
jefted nic on my conqueft, dying, that 
doubtlefs it was fome perfon who 
feizcd the opportunity of being dif- 
guifed to make love to me ; the mafk, 
however, had told me fome certain 
circumftances, that gave me room to 
fuppofe that he knew me perfedly, 
even mentioning different occurrences 
that had happened me. It was in vain 
that I racked my head to divine who 
it could be, my conjedures could fix 
on no one. This uncertainty re- 
doubled my curiofity; I determined 
not to fail being at the next ball, and 
to negleft nothing to make the domino 

£> 3 unmafk« 
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wnmafk. Women ever judge of the 
importance of a fecret by the care 
taken to conceal it. 

*' The day, I had waited with fuch 
impatience, at length arrived; the 
Marquis in the morning came to in- 
form me, that he w^as- obliged to go 
to Verfailles on particular bultnefsj 
and which would jdetain him ^tiU the 
•1^;, next day, I did not tell him of my 
Poatention of going to the ball, left 
Tjsi^iV^fee fhould endeavour to difluade me 
'-^--Rbmit. He was no fooner departed, 
than I began my preparation, refolving 

to Conceal my deiign from the fervants, 

• ' " ■■ , 

left -they lliould inform, him of it. 

My waiting maid ^as the only one I 

trufted, as it was neceflary I ftiould 

have fome perfon to accompany me. 

Turnqd 
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Turned of midnight we went out at 
a back door, where two chairs (lie 
had hired waited for us. Arrived at 
the ball room, I looked 6n all fides 
to difcover the malk I fo much wimcd 
to find ; we faw each other at the fame 
moment; he immediately joined me, 
declaring in the warmeft terms the 
pkafore he enjoyed in feeing me again; 
he then' queftioned me how I came, 
n^ho accompanied me, . and hc»w long 
I intended to ftay at the ball. When 
I had fatisfied him on thofe. different 
points,,; he entered into a lively and 
gallant converfation, in which he in-, 
terminglcd fuch knowledge concern- 
ing my former fituation, that he re- 
doubled the defire I had to know, 
him, but all my endeaVour« to make 
bim unmaik were fruitlcfs. At length 

D 4 wearied 
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wearied with his obftinate refufal, I 
rofe in a pet, * Well/ faid I, ' fince 
you perlift in not unmalking, I muft 
conclude you have fome reafon to fear 
being known, therefore, you will ex- 
cufe me from converfing longer with 
you.' — * You are not miftaken,' replied 
he laughing, * however, be aflured that 
in a fliort time your curiofity Ihall be 
completely fatisfied.'— — With thcfe 
words he left me, and mingled with 
the croud: I remained near an hour 
without feeing him, and concluded he 
was gone, when I perceived him talk- 
ing with a woman drefled as a Sultana, 
He did not feem inclined to hold 
any more converfation with me, but 
appeared to keep me in fight. 
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** As curiolity was the principal mo- 
tive that had brought me to the ball^ 

and which I could not fucceed in fa- 
tisfying, I refolved to return home. 
I was accordingly on the point of 
leaving the ball-room, when the malk 
pailed by me, * What going already. 
Madam ?' faid he. — * Yes,' replied I 
coolly ; he made no anfwer, but min- 
gled among the malks. 

" I got into the chair, my head 
filled with the ftrange mafk, and 
completely vexed at not being able to 
difcover who he was. Thefe reflexions 
employed my thoughts for fome time, 
when looking at my watch, I faw by 
the light of a refledtor, that I had 

been near half an hour on my way, 
when it was hardly a quarter of an 

D 5 hour's 
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hour's walk from my houfc to the 
opera ; I began to be uneafy, and loojc^ 
ing out difcovered, that I was not in 
the road home. My apprehcnfions re- 
doubled ; I called to the chairmen to 
Hop, but they feigned not to hear me, 

and I was on the point of 'crying out 
for help, when they fuddenly turned 
into a dark paffage, the door of which 
was immediately fliutj two men then 
lifted up the head of the chair, feized 
me, and notwithftanding my cries and 
refiftanee, carried me into an apartment, 
where feating me, they locked the door 
and departed, 

" I cannot paint the furprize and 
fear into which this adventure threw 
me ; my fenfes were in the utmoft diC 
order, my troubled imagination pre- 

fented 
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fented a thoufand confufed ideas, whofe 
chaos I in vain endeavoured to difperfe. 
— At length, however, my alarm in 
fome meafure diflipated, and I began 
to refleft on the danger which I ran. 
I recolledlcd the difcouffe of the piaik, 
and had no doubt he was the authour 
of the difagreeable event that had be-* 
fallen me. 






" I was abforbed in fuch refkdionsi 
when on a fudden the door opened,, and 
who think you appeared before me ? — 
The Abbe! that unworthy ecclefiaftic^ 
who' had fought to make me fufpcdted 
of a crime, which had never entered 
my idea. — I gave a fcream of horror— r 
• You, doubtlefs, did not exped to fee 
me,' faid he, as he approached, * my 
prefence is certainly not defirable to 

D 6 you. 
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you, but that*s indifferent; I have at 
length caught ydu little wanton, and 
this time, however, you fhall nd 
efcape me.' 

*• Thefe woi'ds excited my indigna-^ 
tionsj * Infamous wretch,* cried I, * is 
it not enough that you endeavoured to 
difhonour a girl who had never injured 
you, but you dare even employ againft 
her^ the moft unworthy artifices to de* 
prive her of liberty; but be fure the 
vengeance of heaven will overtake 
you/— ^ Heaven,' replied he, * troubles 
itfelf v^ry little with thofe trifling ma- 
noeuvres of mortals; I therefore do 
liot dread its vengeance; but for your 
part fear mine, if you do not efface by 
a fpeedy complaifance, the juft refent- 
mcnt I have againft you ; can you fay 

that 



that you Have not offended^ mt, have 
not you repulfed my mod tender ad- 
vances ? but you, doubtlefs, .rcfcrve your 
favours for the Marquis j he, in your 
ejres, is more worthy than me; can t 
jbrget the injury you did me with the 
Marchionefs? with fuch provocations 
confefs, Rofette, that I have ample fub- 
jedl of complaint againft you; but 
beauty excufes all, and my revenge 
fhall be pleafant on both fides, if you 
con(en£ to grant what I demand.' — * 
• And what would you demand ?' re- 
plied I. — ^ Cannot you guefs,* anfwered 
the little wretch, * what is ufually re- 
quired from a pretty girl, who picafes 
us ? I faw you at the opera, the light 
of you, Rofette, renovated the old im- 
preflion you had made on my heart; 
I convcrfed with you bj the affiftance 

of. 
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of my mafk, and have fortunately fuc-' 
cecded in playing you this little trick, 
not half fo fevere you muft allow, as 
that you ferved me with the Mar- 
chionefs. Come, my dear girl/ con- 
tinued he, drawimg near me, * don't 
make fuch difficulties, believe me an 
Abbe is every whit as good as an 
officer.' 

** Even had I not before hated the 
Abbe, the tone of raillery he alTumed 
on this occafion, and the violence he 
had oflfered, would have rendered him 
odious to mCfL * Begone, fir,' replied Ij 
with warmch, * or exped the effedls of 
my anger, be aflured, that while L 
have ftrength remaining, I will de-. 
fend myfelf from your brutal paffion/ 
Saying thefe words, I difengaged my 

hand 
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hand which he had feized, and retiring 
into a corner of the room, threatened 
to tear out his eyes if he approached 
me. 

" The Abbe was not poffefled of 
prodigious ftrength, and was likewife 
cowardly, as mod villains are ; he faw 
I intended to keep my word, therefore 
remained at a diftance. — ^ Since you 
are fo ftubborn,* faid Ke, with eyes 
full of fury, * I (hall take proper mea- 
fures to humble you : remember you 
are entirely in -my power; never fhall 
you leave this place until you have con- 
fciited to my defires.* — With this me- 
nace he left the apartment. 



** A little recovered from the agita- 
tion, into which this fccne had thrown 
^rr nie. 
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me, I caft my ey^s around^ The room 
in which I was had but one. window, 
and that double grated, opening into a 
narrow and lonely yard. I furmifed 
that this apartment was kept on pur- 
pofe for fuch bufinefs, and that I was 
in one of thofe convenient houfes^ 

■ 

where ' for intereft the moft villanous 
debauchery is fuffered, and alfo where 
atrocious guilt is often added to H« 

bertinifm* Overcome with fatigue, I 
threw myfelf yi my cloaths on a tole- 
rable bed, tha!^ was placed in an aU 
tove, fir ft taking care to place all the 
chairs before the door, in fuch a manner^ 
that if any one entered the noifc they 
TOuft make in falling might awaken me. 
I flept for fome hours, in as much tran- 
quillity as my difagreeable fituation 
would pemit ; no ong attempted to dif^ 

turb 
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turb me, and about one o'clock, finding 
my fpirits recruited, I rofe. A few mi- 
nutes after fome one opened the door, it 
was a woman in yean—' Would you wifh 
to dine, madam,* faid fhe, * I am here 
to wait on you.' — *'For heaven fake,' 
replied I, * fuffer me to leave this houfe, 
where I was trepanned, and now am 
kept againft my will.' — * I am forry !* 
^mfwered fhe, ^ not to be able to oblige 
you in thai: point, but you have nothing 
M fear ; the Abbe loves you too well, 

to wi(h any thing but your happinefi.* 
She then faid, I ought to excufe the 
little violence I had fuftained, fince it 
was Sccafioned by love ; fhe then boafled 
his merit and generofity, fparing no 

means to perfuadte me to receive him 
favourably; but her rhetoric was fruit- 
left, I detefled the Abbe, perhaps, lefs 

through 
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through virtue, than theobftinatc aver- 
fion natural to my fcx, and thought I 
could prefer death to fubmiting to his 
defires. The old woman, finding her per- 
fuafions were thrown away, left mc ; but 
prefently returned, fpread a table, and 
brought up a tolerable dinner: as I 
really wanted nouriftiment, I fat down 
and fatisfied my hunger, after which I 

renewed my entreaties ; but in vain^ 
(he was deaf to all I could urge. The 
dinner over, (he retired and left , me to 
my refledtions. I refolved to wait with 
firmnefs, and fufFcr my fpirits to be as 
little deprefled as poffible; fome books 
which I found in the room, fervedto 
baniih the difagreeable idea of my 
fituation during the remainder of the 
day, 

'^- The 
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•* The next morning the Abbe paid 
me a vifit, his difcourfe was much like 
the firft, as were alfo my anfwers. 
Aftoniftied at a refiftance, which he, 
doubtlefsj did not expedl to be fo ob« 
flinate, he had recourfe to other means ; 
he threw himfelf at my feet, alked my 
pardon for the violence he had ufcd, 
declaring he adored me; his heart never 
before having experienced fo lively a 
paflionj and that he Ihould think him- 
felf the happieft of mankind, would 
I grant him the leaft return; that the 
moment I anfwered his love I ihould 
be free, and have no reafon to regret 
the liberality of the Marquis. — * Wcli 
fir,* returned I, * if you really love me, 
prove it by reftoring me to liberty, I 
will forjget all and think of you at leaft 
with gratitude I if your love is as fincere 

i 
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as you fay, time may, perhaps, infpire 
me with more favourable fentimentss 
but while you detain me in this odious 
captivity hope nothing from nie/ 
^ — * Ah, Rofette,' replied he, * when 
any ooe loves as diflradtedly as I do, is 
it poflible for them to relinquifti a cer- 
tainty for an uncertainty, and to reap 
no other fruit from fuch a defperatef at- 
tempt than a feinc hope, which M^eukl 
perhaps vanifti in delufioa.* 

^ The Abbe ceafed^ and appeared 
loft for fomc time in thought^ the 
gloom that overfpread his featurear, 
and the lafcivious fire that fparkled in 
his eyes, fufficiently exprelTed the agi- 
tation that reigned in his mind. Ae 
length breaking iilence, * Nc^* cried 

he^ * I cannot determine to abandon 

my 
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my prey, I will rather fufFer a thou- 
fend deaths ; confider your .iituation, 
and prepare to meet me with more 
fevourable fentiments, or tremble for the 
event; I am mafter here, nothing can 
fhatch you from my power: — if in 
three days you do not determine to 
anfwer my paflion, cxpedl my ven- 
geance.* — With thefe words the Abb6 
left me; his menaces and rage began 
to intimidate me; I knew him for a 
villain, and had no. doubt but that he 
would proceed to the laft extremity to 
fatisfy his brutal inclination. I even 

■ 

feared for my life; — courage is not the 
virtue of a woman, their natural weak- 
Jiefs does not permit them^ to perfevere 

in a bold refolution; and I. much doubt 
•whether the^ moft virtuous would he- 
fitaftt between death sind the lofs of 

honour, — 



y 
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honour. — Lucretia herfelf fhewtd flie 
was a woman, by fuffering the infult 
before (he could refolve on death. 

** I remained *till the next day in the 
moft cruel agitation, dreading the mo- 
ment of the Abbe's return for my 
anfwer, and honeftly confefs my fear 
was beginning to ftruggle againft my 
averfion, when a very weU drelTed 
woman entered the apartment. — ' Ma- 
dam,* faid flie, * you are free, and I 
9 mparticularly happy that I have plea- 
fure to announce it to you. The Abbe 
has been arrefted this morning by or- 
der of the government, and conduced 
to Charenton, where he will, doubtlefs^- 
expiate his numberlefs tricks/ — You 
may imagine what pleafure I experi- 
enced at this news ; I threw my arms 

round 
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round the woman's neck, * What thanks 
do I owe you/ faid I, with rapture, 
* but favour me by informing me to 
whom I am fo much obliged.* — * I 
fear,* replied (he, * when you know 
me, thefe favourable fentiments will 
change to indignation; I however hope 
that my franknefs will engage you not 
to injure me, as I truly confefs you, 
have it in your power. I am miftrefs 
of this houfe, and to cut the matter 
ihort, the fuperintendant of the plea- 

■ fures of the firfl: people in the capital; 
to fupport my credit, I am forced to 
oblige all thofe who honour me with their 
confidence, and the Abbe was one of 
my beft cuftomers* He communicated 
to me the projedl he had formed to get 
you into his power, and engaged me. to 
&cond him; in order to remove my 

fcruplcs 
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fcruplcs he aflured me politively that 
yourfclf would be charmed with the 
ilratagem he meant to adopt. On this 
affirmation I confented, your refiftancc 
began to make me repent my complai-^ 
fance, I reproached the Abbe in the 
warmeft terms, and was on the point 
of obliging him to .fet you at liberty, 
when I was informed of his being ar-^ 
relied/ 



" I found by this difcourfe, tliat the 
fuperintendant of the pleafurcs of the 
capital dreaded the efFefts of my re- 
fentment, and. fought to palliate her 
part in the bufinefs ; but I was fo im« 
patient to get out of this defpicable 
dwelling, that I promifed every thing 
fhe alked, and at length followed her 
into a lower room, when at my defire 
I ihe 



Ac fcnt foi' a coach. — Madame Gfour* 
dan (which was her iiamc) overwhermccf 
r^e with politenefs^ renewing her en* 
treaties that I would not feek revenge. 
I repeated my promife, got into the 
coach^ and ordered it to my home.^-^ 
During the way I figured to myfelf the 
uneafincfs of the Marquis, and the joy 
he would experience at my return. 
* What an agreeable furprize/ faid I, 
as I alighted at the gate. * I rang, 
rufhed in, and had reached half way 
up ftairs, when the iervant who opened 
the door ran after me, and very politely 
aiked my name. — I looked at him with 
aftonifliment; his face was unknown/Am; 
t not at home/ replied I, almoft petrified 
with amazement: • The footman doubt- 
lefs took riie for a mad woman, and 
dared at me with a furprizc nearly equal 
Vol, III. E to 
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■ ■ 

to my own.* — ' Madam/ anfwercd hc^ 
* I have been here but two days, yet ^ 
am fure there is no miftrefs in this 
houfe but the Baronnefs de Syrcourt, 
flie is now in her apartment, if you 
wilh to fpeak to her, doubtlefs, fhc 
can inform you farther.' 

" Thefe words fuddenly ftruck me, 
I had no doubt but the Marquis, having 
fought in vain to difcover me, had con- 
cluded that I had eloped with fome 
new lover, and accordingly difcharged 
the fervants, and let my houfe to t^s 
Baronels. I remained to alk no more 

* 

queftions, but immediately ordered the 
coach to drive to the Marquis's hotel. 
In the way I could not help rcfledling 
on his condud: ; the hafte with which 
he had let my houfe was certainly a 

bad 
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bad augur/ I began to dread that Tie 
^as changed, and fome other objedl 
had replaced mc in his heart. I was 
diftraifled with fuch ideas, when the 
coach flopped at the hotel. Without 
alighting I alked if the Marquis was 
at home, the fwifs replied in the ne^ 
gative, faying alfo that he would not 
return till night. I now found myfelf 
in the greateft embarraflment, I knew 
not where to go, nor how to difpofe 
of myfelf; my perplexity was extreme, 
when a coach paffed by which I knew 
belonged to an Italian nobleman, who 
^was very intimate with the Marquis.—- 
He inftantly difcovered me, and called 
to his fervants to flop. — * Is it poflible,. 

a 9 

ftirHofette,* faid he, that you are re- 
turned; * all your friends gave you up 
for loft.' — * Tell me I conjure you,' 
• E 2 inter- : 

i 
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interrupted I> ' what the Marquis has 
faid, and thought of my abfence, or has 
he intirely forgot mc?* — ^ He was for 
two lohg days,' replied the Count/ in the 
mod mortal afflidtion i but this place 
is not proper for converfation, favour 
mc with your company to my hotels 
and I will tell you all.* 

" I accepted the offer, ordering mjr 
coachman to follow his carriage. Ar- ,» 
rived at the hotel, the Count received 
me with the utmoft kindnefs. — • I ex* 
perience the moft lively pleafure/ faid 
he, at your return, * but deign to in- 
form mc what has happened to you iincc 
the evening you difappeared on leav- 
ing the opera.* — My recital aflpniihc^ 

■ 

the Count, he congratulated me on my- 

cfcape from the infamous Abbe ! — ^ But 

inforn^ 
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inform me/ faid I, ' the canfequcnces 
of my difappearance, \vhat the Mai*' 

* • 

quis thought of it, and whether he 
ilill loves me?' — * I will fatisfy you as 
well as I am able/ replied he, * your 
waiting woman at her return from the 
ball, imagined your chair firft, and was 
greatly furprifed on getting out to fee 
ficr chairmen run off haftily without 
their fare, and alfo to find you were 
not returned. She alarmed the houfe, 
the fervants with flambeaux examined 
all the ftrects you rauft have pafled in 
tlic way liome, but as you well know 
their fearch was vain. The , next day 
the Marquis arrived from Verfailles, 
his firft vifit was to your houfe, where 
he was informed of all that had paffed. 
He came inftantly to me, and we jointly 

made inquiries throughout Paris, but 

E 3 could 
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could difcover no t^^ce of you. — The 
Marquis then concluded you had formed 
fomc new acquaintance, and that your 
flight was voluntary. He conceived a 
lively forrow, which lafted as I before 
informed you, two long tedious days, 
at length yielding to the reprefentations 
of his friends, who jelled him on his 
heroical conftancy, he determined to 
banifli the idea of your falfehood by a 
new attachment. This projedt was 
executed as foon as formed, and fincc 
yefterday the Marquis is the .declared 
lover of' an opera dancer, whom he 
fupports with the magnificence ufual 
to him.' 

■ 

*• This relation of the Count's gave 
me the moll acute grief, for I really 
loved the Marquis j added to the forrow 

I felt 
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I felt for the lofs of his heart, my felfl 
love was deeply wounded at the ealinefs 
Mith which he had confoled himfelf. 
The Cotent perceived the impreflion 
his incbnftancy had made on me. — 
• Be comforted, my dear Rofttte, faid 
he, * young and charming as you are, 
the lofs of one lover may always be 
repaired by the conqueft of fifty. — 

•Tis true the Marquis is amiaWe anii 
I ' ... 

generous/ but there are others fo as 

weH as he, and who ^ill.alfo be proud 

to replace him.* — I interrupted the 

Count, ' No, fir,' faid I, * I cannot be 

fo eafily comforted for the lofs of a' 

man I tenderly loved; I will fee the 

Marquis,, reproach him with his in- 

conftancy, moved by my tears he will 

become fenfible of his error, and re- 

ftore me his afi'edion.' — * I well know,- 

E 4 replie 
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jrepliccl the Count, • that the tears of 
a pretty woinan have .great power over 
a man's heart ; bvit to give you my opi- 
nion frankly, I doubt their #iccefs in 
this cafe : you f^re iiot yet acquainted 
with courtiers, love to them is but a 
iccondary paifion, ealily entering their 
hearts and as eafily forgotten. If they 
fupport their miftrefles magnificently^ 
it is that the world may admire t^csur 
gcnerofity, and wonder at the:ir fple9^ 
dor-g there reigns a kind of rivaUy 
among the young noblemen in thM 
matter, as who Ihall bave ;he mofk 
elegant and handfbme miftrefs. I bcm 
lieve 'tis very rare for them to return 
to one they have abandoned ; nay, was 
the Marquis .even inclined to live with 
y.oii as formerly, the fear of palling for 
a iovc iick fool would prevent him; 

there 
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there is nothing To dreadfol to courtiers 
as ridicule^ and I have no xfeubc they 
would facrifice their deareft aSe&ioQs 
Iboner dun incur it. — Add to al} thi^> 
the Marquis appears inrapturcd witJi 
his new miftrefs, her fituation as an 
opera dancer gives her a price, in rea- 
lity imaginary, but valuable in the eyes 
of a man of the world. Thefe women 
Me publickly known, and the poffeilion 
of them is more flattering, becaufe 
many di(pute the pre-eminence of gain- 
ing them ; the dancer is alfo new to 
the Marquis, which is no trifle in her 
favour, in a country where things fre- 
quently pleafe for no other caufe^-r- 
From thefe reafons, I think you will 
not be fuccefsful,' continued the Count ; 
* believe me, my dear Rofette, forget an 
inconftant lover. — If your heart can feel 

E 5 difpofed 
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difpofed to return my afFedtion, I oiFer 
you the fame fituation you enjoyed with 
the Marquis, but with a firmer attach- 
ment ; you always pleafed me, and had 
you been free, I had a long time fince 
made you the propofal.* 

*' I was greatly embarraffed how to 
anfwer him; in the fituation I found 
myfelf there was no time for h^fita- 
tion ; but I could not fo fuddenly rc- 
folve to form a new engagement. Af- 

. fcdlion alone had given me to my firft 
lover; the Marquis owed his fuccefs 
partly to that fentiment, and partly to \^ 
furprize. A fecret voice rofe from the 

^ bottom of my heart, and whifpered my 
degradation in yielding myfelf up to a 
man, for whom I did not feel the leaft. 
tcndernefs; but the woman who hefi* 

tates 



GIL BLAS.* 83 

tates is Half vanquifhed. — The Count 
remarked my perplexity, renewed his 
entreaties, and at length fo completely 
dazzled my vanity, and feduc,ed my. 
heart by his infinuating difcourfes, that 

he furmounted all my fcruples. 

" My fituation was foon as brilliant 
as before the Abbe's treachery* The 
Count d'Orfino enjoyed a confiderable 
revenue, and was at lead as liberal as^ 
the Marquis, added to which he truly 
loved me and fought to prevent my 
wilhes, with a delicacy and tenderneljs 
unknown to the former. My heart 
foon conceived the fame fentiments 
fbr him; a man may fpeedily gain 
the affedlion of a woman if he flatters 
her felf-Iove,; and ftiidies to gratify her 
inclintetions j: gratitude muft neceflarily. 
4 . E 6 foUaw^ - 
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follow^ and is but the fore-runner of a 
. Ibftcr fcnfationt Time inftcad of dc- 
c^eaflng ftrengthencd my union with 
the Count, 1 endeavoured to merit the 
continual proofs of tendernefs he foe-> 
flowed on me, by an attention and good 
humour, whofe power women in fimiiar 
fituations are not fufficiently aware of, 

and to which my lover was peculiarly 
fenfible, poffeffing none of that French 
frivolity, which fatisfied with the fur- 
face fecks no farther, and that the 
foftefi attachments weary if long 
continued. The Count w« rather of 
a ferious difpofition, his afFed:ion once 
gained it was permiment, conftant m 
love as in friendfhip, the continuance^ 
of either ferved only to flrengthen the 
bond. His underflanding was rather 
lalid than brilliant, his difpofition mild 
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ftnd good tempored, and wlthout^^eak^ 
nefs or falfehood fupple and concilia- . 
toiy. He particularly loved a fmall 
and feled fociety^ and gave into the 
turbulent plcafurej^ of the capital lefs 
through inclination than cuftom and 
faihion. Wc frequently pafTed whole days 
together without the leaft wearinefs* 
The Count had little trouble in detach^* 
ii^ me frono that frivolous gaiety^ and 
tafte for' varied pteafures that I had im« 
bibed in the company of the Marquis* 
A life of tranquillity began to be de- 
lightful to me ; to pleafe my lover and 
enjoy his fociety, was the utmoft boun- 
dary of my wiflies. The difpofition of 
n^^inan is like wax^ and eafily receives 
erery impreflion; a ikillful nian may 
nodd tc to his liking, once pofieflcd of . 

her 

# 
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her heart he has littje trouble to form 
her inclinajcions to his wiihes, . 



CHAR IV. 



Continuation of the bijlory x>f Rojette. 

X, Led a life of the utmoft tranquillitjr 
and happinefs with the Count, equally 
loving and beloved, when one (fay hc: 
returned home melancholy and thoughts- 
fill. Alarmed at a manner that was- 
unufual to him, I entreated him to ia-i 
form me the caufe. — ' My dear Rofette/ 
replied he, ' I have juft received a let- 
ter, which in any other circumftanccs* 
muft have given me pleafure, but as we 
ajre fituated can only afflidt, fince it muft* 
itec^ffapily .fcparate. rac frxDm yob.*-—. 

* ■ ^ 

« What, my dear Count/ cried I, • will ' 

% you 



GIL BLAS. 87 

you abandon me ? yet no, I know your 
heart too well to. fear it ; but what con- 
tains that fatal letter which can oblige 
you to fuch ail alternative. The Count 
then informed me that his father had 
recalled him to fill an important fitua- 
tion,- which the king defigned him. — . 

* Thus- you fee, Rofette/ continued he, 

w 

^ the neceHity of obedience, I cannot 
even dcfky my departure, the order- is 
punctual and (hould I fail, I mull incur 
both my father's anger, and the king's 
^ifpleafure. Yet do not fear, I will 
take care to fiipport you with cafe and 
comfort, fdr though far frbm you, your 
intereft mUft *tvcr be dear to me.' — . 

* Ala^',' interrupted* I, *'nvhat can re- 
play i the lofs' of yourfelf, what can re- 
place- y<iuMii''tiiy heart) there is my 
grief, * ifi k>llng yow 3o I not lofe 

:i; .v_ -0 ■:' every 
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every thing ? you furely never loved me 
or you could not fo eafily refolve to 
quit me for ever.' — ^ That reproach is 
unjuft/ replied he, • I love you ten-r 
derly, and (hall at leaft be as much 
grieved at this reparation m yourfeifj, 
therefore ceafe to accufe me, and be- 
lieve me when I aflure you that no- 
thing lefs than my father's commands 
could tear me from an attachment 
which is fo dear to me/ 

• . * 

" I fincercly loved the Count, the 
idea of being feparated from him fox 
ever overwhelmed my heart with foxm 
row, tears ilreamed from my tyts.^-^ 
• What, my dear Count,* faid I, my 
voice almoft inarticulate through griefj 
' muft we then part, mufl I lofe you 
when become fo dear to mc now that 

your 
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your preftnce is neceflary to my happi- 
nefs, you that are a thoufand tim€s 
<tearcr than my life, alas I would have 
attended you to the world*s end I' 

*• The Count appeared moved by mf 
tendernefs^ he even ihed tears, and after 
remaining fome time filent faid to me^ 
' Wiell Rofette, fince you really Jove 
xncj^ md feem Co grierod at tbis iepanu 
tion^ there is flill one way left to avoid 
it, f^^ may follow me to Italy.*'— But 
ai it is jfieceilary I fiiould be purtdcularly 
careful of my condiud in my own coan-*- 
try, we muft fee each other privately; 
however> you know that myftcry in love 
ifi (aid to augment the charm. — Have 
y4)u fufficient refplutioia to le^ve your 
native country, to lead in t foreign one 
a fedentary and retired life; but that I 

will 
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will endeavour to render as pleafing as 
poflible.' — 1 embraced the Count with 
tranfport, declaring that this offer was 
the deareft proof of tendernefs which 
he had ever given me, and that I would 
repay it by an inviolable fidelity. 

, " The Count left me to prepare for 
hi&journey, I did the fame, rhy- heart 
overflowing with love and grsititude^ - • 



» : 



'* -Thencxt day we fat off in a* coach 
and lix' horfes^ ufing the utmoft dif- 
patch. I fhall not lengthen my recital 
by a detail of our journey or the towns 
we pafled through, topographical de- 

fcriptions fit ill upon a woman ; befides 
when we travel with a lover, we are 
regardlefs of every other objed how- 
ever worthy attention, 

•^ A fier 
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•^-1 " After having croffed the chain of 
mountains which feparates Italy from 
the reft of Europe, we began to breathe 
the pure and mild air of that once fa- 
mous Country. On our arrival at Rome 
it was nqceffaiy to fcparate, as we could 
not proceed to Naples without danger 
of our iafimacy being difcovercd^ it 
.w.ai$i therefpre agreed that I fhould re^ 
mainiati >Rome until I heard from the 
Couoj:'. •> (Though our parting was but 
fpra fcw»day6 I. waa deeply afflided; 
the Caant proniifcd to write to me on 
his aj-rivjal, : and as foon as poffible to 
fend for me. to join him. 

". The inn-keeper where I lodged had 
a daughter about my own age, very 
amiable* and handfome, as the Count 
had taught me Italian fufficient to make 

mvfelf ^- 
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myfelf underftood, the company rf 
this young woman greatly lefTened the 
uneaiinefs I fhould otherways have fuf- 
Xained during his abfence. Accompa* 
nied by hcrfclf and her father I vifited 
Mrhat was remarkable at Rome. 



** Eight days after the Count^6 de- 
parture; I received « letter^ m whidi 
iie informed mc that his father luKi 
cxprefled the utmoft pkafure at his 
ipeedy arrival, and iiad psefented^ him 
to the king the day following^: who had 

received him with the greatefl: kindnefs^ 
and immediately invefted him with the 
important charge he had prom i fed. 
♦ tjpvvever,' continued the Coant^ 
^ thou^ ambition and the duties; of 
nature have totally employed me fincc 
wy ^rrival^ yet love has not loft its empire 

over 
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ov^r my heart; I have hired in the 
fuburbs of the city a pretty houfe which 
is now furnifhing for your reception. — 
The Count concluded by telling me 
diat in a few days» he (hould fend f6m9 
one to condud me to Naples. 

•* I inftantly anfweredmy lover's let^ 
ter, aflfe6Hon and gratitude were my 
dilators, you may therefore fuppofe he 
had no reafon to be diflatisfied with it. 

^ The Count was exaftin fulfilling 
his promife, for about a week after a 
man arrived with a Berlin, and pre- 
fented me a letter, in which the Count 
informed me that all was ready for my' 
reception. I was too impatient to fee 
my lover not to haften my departure, 
though I was truly forry to leave the- 

young 
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young Italian, who on her. part fbed 
tears at our reparation. 

« 

^^ After three days journey thrbugh a 
moft beautiful couhtry I arrived at 
Naples. The man whom the Count 
had employed, conduced me to the 
houfe provided to receive me. Here I 
had frefti fubjed to admire the mag- 
nificence of my lover; my houfe w^s 
furnifhed with elegant fimplicity, its 
fituation delightful, my apartment open- 
ing into a fpacious and well laid out 
garden, beyond which were meadows 
diverfified with trees and rivulets, yet 
more diftant was the moft varied and 
enchanting profpe^^ which was. at 
length boundeci l?y a chain of moun- 
tains, among which the eye diftin- 
guiihed that aftonilhing volcano, which. 

at 



GIL BLAS. 9j; 

at intervals throws out pyramids of fire, 
exhibiting at once a fcene both fublime 
and terrible. I was delighted with my 
new dwelling, which I continued ad- 
miring until it was time to retire to 
reft. I had hardly rifen in the morn- 
ing when the Count arrived; I leave you 
to judge the pleafures we experienced 
after a fortnight*s feparation. Lovefs 
do not meafure time like the reft of 
mankind, days are to them as moments 
when together, and hours are ages when 
afunder. 



it 



We made the neceflary arrange- 
ments to conceal our intercourfe, giv- 
ing.out that I was a young widow who 
came to Italy for the benefit of my. 
health, and feldom went out. . 

2 ^* 1 lived 



i 
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^ I lived with the Count during a- 

year in the mod delightful intimacy* 
I led a retired life, which was notwith* 

(landing very pleafing to me as I en« 
jc^ed every indulgence that could tend 
towards banifliing its uniformity. My- 
lover feldom pafled a day without com« 
ing to fee me> devoting to me every 
hour he could poffibly fpare from the 
different duties he had to fulfil, and 
frequently bringing his father's fecretary 
with him. This young man, to a good 
perfon added an excellent underftancj- 
ing and chearful temper; he was of a 
refpedable family, but loling his pa- 
rents young, and being left without for- 
tune, the Marquis d'Orfino, who was 
particularly attached to his father, had 
taken him under his proteftion." An- 
tonio (which w^s his name) had been 

educated 
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educated with the Count, his natural 
good temper had gained the afFedion of 
the latter, who when he returned from 
his travels gladly renewed his old at- 
tachment. 



** The gentle and polite manners of 
Antonio foon gained him my friend- 
Ihip, his chearful and amufing conver*. 
fation greatly plcafed me, and his com- 
pany after that of the Count was to 
me the moft defirable. This amiable 
young man appeared equally fatisfied 
with me, paying me a thoufand little 
attemtions; ftudying to difcover if pof- 
fible my wiflies, and endeavouring to 
gratify them with a hafte which I at- 
tributed to his fricndfhip. Thus all 
concurred to make me happy, when on 
a fudden Antonio entirely loft his ufual 
Vol. III. F chcar- 
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chcarfiilnefs, beooming gloomy, thbuglxtw- 
fiil, and melancholy, atid wHen he was 
alone with me particularly conftrained 
and embarrafled. I at firft fufpedled 
that he had fome amorous intrigue 
which perple;ced him, and frequently 
joked him on his change of temper in 
the prefence af the Count, entreating ■ . 
him to bring me acquainted wit!h tht- 
objed: of his tendcrnefs. Antonio af- 
fured me with the utmoft warmth that 
I was entirely miftakcn, that he had na 
connecftion of the kind, and was himfelf 
ignorant what had caufed fuch a change 
in his humour. 



" Notwithllanding, the difpolition of 
the fecretary altered daily, melancholy 
was imprinted on his features, and it 
was eafy to difcovcr that fome fccret 

forrow 
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forrot¥ preyed* on his mind ; frequently 

when alone with' irte ht preferved a 

gloomy filence ^and appeared loft in 

reflexion. When his eyes met mine, 

his faCc was dyed with crimfon, and- 

hc experienced- a confufidn that he in 

vain endeavoured to conceal; In any 

other fltuafion I ftiould not have failed 

tadifcover that I was the caufc of the 

^itiazing change in the temper of An- 

CbniO; for wometi are peculiarly keen 

in that point, and are feldom deceived : 

ufually reading truly in the heart of a 

fnan when they are the objedl of his 

tendernefs, -it is in vain that he ftrives 

to conceal it, every thing betrays him, 

a gefture, a word, a look, declare the 

fmothered flame ; but when our own 

hearts are prc-occupied, and we fincerely 

F 2 love. 
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love, we feek little to difcover what is 
of fo little importance to us. 

^* The Count was more clear fighted 
than me* One day that we were alone, 

and I was teftifying to him my uneafi-: 
nefs at the ftate of Antonio, he replied, 

* I have particularly watched him for 
fome days, and am much miftaken if 

I have not difcovered the caufe of his 
melancholy.* — * And what can it be? 
my dear Count,' replied I warmly. — 

* Why he loves you, Rofette,* anfwered 
he. — * You jeft,' returned I ; * Antonio 
in love with mei 'tis impoffible. • Is 

he not your friend, is he not acquainted 
with our intimacy?' — * Love,' replied 
the Count, * is a thief, which frequently 
fteals into our hearts when we are leaft 
aware. Antonio has doubtlefs given 
2 way 
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tvay without miftruft to the pleafure of 
converfing with an amiable woman, 
and the cuftom of feeing you has given 
rife to a paflion which appears to make 
fuch rapid progrefs in his heart. His 
fituation really grieves me; I truly 
cfteem this young man, and would do 
jany thing in my power to leffen the 
melancholy that devours him/ 

** The manner in which the Count 
pronounced thefe laft words furprized 
me. I imagined that fuch a difcovery 
would have excited an emotion of jea- 
loufy in his heart; on the contrary far 
from blaming the fecretary he pitied him, 
and, as he exprefled it,would do any thing 
to leflen his diftrefs. — It appeared to 
me' that friendfhip was ftronger than 
love in the heart of the Count ; an idea 

F 3 that# 
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that gave me the utmoft veJi^ion.j?— 

* Do I really underlland you,.' replied I,, 

• is it poflible that the Situation of An- 
tonio can intereft your friendlhipj with- 
out caufing,any other enjotioa? I iee 
ibut too clearly that you no longer love 
•m e,. and topi eafe you I Ihould doubt- 
leis,r^ply to the paiTion of yowr friend..* 

^ The Count was fomctime filcnt, 

at length affuming an ^ir rather ferioua 
thaji t^ncjer, l>e replied, * My dear Ro^ 
Xette, I .muft open my whole be^r( 
to you : I declare that I truly iovc y^^,; 
confequently what I have to fay is ex- 
tremely painful to me; .but you well 
Jkxiow thiat there are facred duties which 
an honeft man {hould ever ftrive to 
fulfil. — My father has long prefled xfie 
to form fome -engagementji which I l^aw-^ 

ever 
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ever have always evaded, by dcckring 
that I had no inclination for marriage; 
but my affcAion for you -was in reality 
the caufe of my refufal. Notwithftand- 
i-ng -my father has not difcontinucd his 
,perfuafions;andyefl:erday propofcda rich 
hciccfiJ, who would. be a very advantage- 
ous match for m.c: you well know that 
among people of rank, fimilarity of 
.iituation .and fortune form connec- 
tWm^s ; .^ifpolition beii^ iitile or not 
}*t ;aU >eonfidered: it is not therefore 
^iQfi^iCiie thekt J ihoutd bno^my wife 
an undivided heart. Notwithftandii^ 
I have too rigid an attachment to -my 
honour and duty, when once engaged in 
the bonds of marriage, to continue a 
connection which they muft.both con- 
demn; the eyes of a wife are clear- 
r^hcedj^and however fnnall (her tender** 

F 4 ne& 
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nefs might be for me, would foon drf- 
Cover our intimacy. *Tis therefore 
impoflible to marry without breaking 
off my connedlion with you : filial piety 
prefcribes fubmiflion to the will of a 
father who cannot have long to live, 
and who is continually entreating me 
to give him that confolation before he 
defccnds to the grave. I fliall not enter 
into the other confideration which re- 
lates to my rank and civil exillence; 
but leave you to judge, Rofette, if all 

thefe motives are not fufficient to break 
a connexion which is and has fo long 
been dear to me.' 



•^ I cannot dcfcribe to you my grief 
at this difcourfc of the Count's. ' It 
is then fettled/ exclaimed I, Ihedding 
» torrent of tears : ' you leave me for 

ever. 
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ever, you abandon me without giving 
me a right to complain: nature and 
honour demand it.* — * No, Rofctte,' 
interrupted the Count, * do not think 
I will abandon you, the moft fincere 
friendftiip (hall fueceed love; lh9:ll 
watch over you, and place you in eafe 
and happinefs : that fentimeht prompted 
the difcourfe which fo apparently vexed 
you, as you were ignorant of the 
motive ; neceflitated a^ I am to break a 
conrfedlion fo dear to me, can I give 
you a ftronger proof of efteem and 
.tendernefsj^ than by wifhing you united 

to a man whom I love as a brother ? 
the affedtion he bears you will eafily 

diffipate his fcruples. I well know his 

excellent difpofition, and good qua^ 

lities; you cannot fail being happy with 

him, I take upon myfelf the care of 

F 5 your 
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^our fQi:nmes^ for nwcr, my dear Co- 
lette, .iball you irompiain of havuig 
)iuowii m^/ 

^' I faw lit woulid .4]te ufelc^ to -endea-^ 
,yo.ur to alter th/e ,Cojmit-s refolutipn;^ 
twd thaugh in declaring the mptiyes^ 
iv^hich obliged iiim 'to lesufi ine» iie 
liad not fpoke of it as determined^ 
.yet I could not doubt but he had re- 
folved it : his reaTons .were alfo io juflii- 
fiajl>le that I could not refute them, f • 
therefore replied to the Count that hi^ 
happinefe was too dear for -me to ob-*^ 
jecS: to any thing that might contribute 
to ity that his friendfhip was in fome 
Hieafure an indemnificatian for the loft 
of his aiFe<5lion; but that though 1 
iBncerery felt t^e advantage that might 
^*:£xue to n>e frpm. the union he pro— 

pofed>. 



:pofed» Tct I :€Quld not ^ofticnr ito>it» 

'Xiieatbut:grie£ 

** Tthe Count arppeared to .eypcricQCc 
» fecfet &ftisfa(fl;ion at .the maoiter ia 
cwhlch 'I reifign€;d myfelf to fny iate> 
and left me after again renewing Jiis 
proteftatioivs in my favour. Thus in 
lofiog a lover^ I at lead preferved .a 
friend, whofe honour would ever ihield 
me from want. He remained abfent 
,,two days^ and on the third came 
accompanied by Antonioj his manner 
was ferious without coldnefs.^— • I come 
lo.bid yqu adieu, my dear Rofctte,* faid 
he, as he entered, * we muft at kngtb 
ujpart; the (acrifice is to me crueJ,. but 
abfolutely neceflary.*^ He then in* 
^formed mc that he had yielded to the 

F 6» pevTuaoi^ 

i 



I08 THE FRENCH 

perfuafions of his father, and that his 
marriage was fixed for the day follow- 
ing. Though this news was in great 
mcafure expected, the grief it occa- 
iioned was as acute as if I had been 
totally a ftranger to it: I however at- 
tempted to conceal my trouble, and 
afFeAed a firmnefs my heart was far 
from feeling. ' If you fuffer in mak- 
ing this facrifice,' replied I to the 
Count, ' alas, how much more muft 
itaffliftme? I will, however, endea- 
vour to overcome my weaknefs ; you 
make your tendernefs yield to duty, I 
cannot do lefs than imitate you ; may 
you be happy, 'tis the fincere wifh of 
her to whom you are dearer than life.* 
— ^ My beloved Rofette,' replied he, 
«* we Ihall only change fentiments, it 
not being poflible for us to continue 

IbverSj^ 
Ik 



GIL BLAS. 10^ 

lovers, we will be fincerc friends. I 
prefent Antonio to you, receive him 
from my hand, his good qualities have 
already gained your efteem, and I have 
no doubt will foon conciliate your af- 
fedion.* Saying thefe words he em- 
braced me; my heart was too much 

oppreffed to fuffer me to anfwer, I 
preffed him in my arms, and we re-, 
mained for fome moments in that ener- 
gic filenee which is the efFed of ex- 
cefs of fenfibility. At length the Count, 
making an effort, tore himfelf from 
my embrace, faying, * Receive this laft 
kifs of love;* and inftantly left me. 

•* Antonio wept with me; he neither 
mentioned his paflion nor the rights 
which the kindnefs of the Count gave 
him over my heart, he eafily difcovered 

that . 

J 



<that this was Jio tinae^ and xbat k was 
fieceilary that the firJd ^xaotion of mf 
^ricf Oiould ^vs^pora^^ Wii^n -^e rC6<tk 
k^ve be afked perim(lK>n to vifit -jpue 
ibmetimes. — ^He accord ii^gly did '^» 
and two days afterwards infopn^ sme 
t-hat the Count was married the even* 
ing before to a voiy amiable lady. Jt 
.fijf¥ered lefs xm this ini^rmation than rl 
had expedted; for when hope 4$ en- 
tirely deftroyed reafon regains her em- 
pire, and time and abfence completely 
heal a wound over whidh reflexion hwi 
fpread a falutaiy dreffing,. thoiugh an the 
firfl: view it bad appeared incurable* 
The company and converfation of An- 
tonio did not a little contribute to- 
wards cakning my afflidkion; not a day 
paffed without my i5?eing him* his 
manners were fo mild and iiifinuatiiagt 

he 



he defcribed with fuch cxpreffive and 
enchanting ingenuity the tendernefs he 
fclr for me, that I foon began to liften 
vithjJeafure. In Shoxt^ his .prefcnce he- 
came neceflary to me, I was diflatisfied 

witjiiQUt hin^,. ^d from fuch on jittach* 

Waesxt t,o lave,, tthe fpace ia very ea£tly 

.lux;i»aunt^. Antonio remarked the 

J^gt,^ ht fa^d xoade in my heart, an4 

feidbubled his attention and afGduities*. 

1^ rihort iix wjteks had hardly elapfed 

^itvce xhe marriage of the .County before 

J Joved An^t;onio ^ tenderly as ever 1 

.iud d'Orfiijio. X^t not this aftoni& 

jA^u, iar J r^eat, JLanfon^ that lov^ i& 

MfiQcSbxy to the heart x>£ a woman of 

ieeling : with them aftedion is a phce-^^ 

.i^ix whole afhes ever give birth to ^ 

jiew paOix>o«' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Continuation of the adventures of RofetTr^ 

^ T 

X Had not leen the Count fince our 
reparation, but he had been particu- 
larly careful in fending by Antonio 
the remittances neceflary for the fup- 
port of my houfehold. One morning, 
when I was dreffing, the latter arrived; 
I could not but difcovcr that fome me- 
lancholy event oppreffcd him, and 
haftily alked the caufer he informed 
me that the Marquis d'Orfino, the 
Count's father, * had been fiiddenly 
ftruck with an apoplexy that left lit- 
tle hopes of his life. The grief of 
Antonio did too much honour to his 
heart for me to feck to reftrain it; 

As 
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As his prefence was neceflary at the 
hotel he left me fooner than ufual, and 
the next morning wrote me a note in 
which he informed me that the Mar- 
quis was dead^ and the houfe in the 
deepeft afflidlion ,• that it being impof- 
fible for him to abfent himfelf on fuch 
an occafion, he had endeavoured to 
make himfelf fome amends by wri- 
ting to me. 

"I was grieved at the death of the 
Marquis, as I knew the forrow it muft 
occafion the Count and Antonio. Not- 
withftanding, this event was fortunate 
for myfelf; the Count, on becoming 
poiTeflbr of fo confiderable a fortune, 
had it amply in his power to execute 
the benevolent promifes he had made 
myfelf and my new 'lover, who had 

frequently 
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frequently tcllificd to inc his fears tl^at 
the Marquis ^'ould not C;anly coafcnt 
to his nnarriage with a (t ranger, \^bofe 
femily was unknown ,to him. This 
obftacle was removed by his death, j^iijd 
nothing now oppofed an union ^ybkh 
1 as ardently wiftied to take place -as 
Antonio himfelf. When he c^rne to 
vifit me, I could not help remarjcingjn 
fpite of his grief a certain Ikti^faftion 
which doubtlefs was caufed by the 
reafpnl have given. .He informed 
me that the Count had afliired him th^t 
as.foonas his mourniiig would pe]:n^it 
V he would celebrate our marriage. 

*' We waited in pleafing expedation? 

the moment that was to unite us for 

-ever : the tenderncfs of Antonio ayg- 

.japhPntcid daily. At length the .County 

(now 



(now the Marquis) realized his pro- 
mife by efpoufing me to Antonio, pre- 
fenting^me with a fortune, and procqr- 
;ipg a. very lucrative employ for my 
hulband. The boufe where .we, dwelt 
,was adjoiniog his hotel, nor did a day 
pafs without our paying or receiving 
vifits from him. The Marquis re- 

jpedled and treated me as the wife of 
his friend; nor had I any fentiment 
for him but .friendfliip and gratitude. 

^ ,Our ,beijefa(JtQr had a filler much 

;jrounger uhan iiimfelf, and as hand- 

J feme as accompliftied. I need not how-^ 

CYcr defcribe her to you, fince fhe is 

no other than Signora Hortenfia.** 

" What/ cried I, intemipting Ro- 
vfctt^j^ * is Hpttenfia then the fifter of 

the 

M 
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the Marquis d*Orfino ?* — * Yes/ replied 
fhe, * as fure as fhe was the companion 
of my captivity; but I will haftc to 
conclude a recital which has doubtlefs 
wearied you from its length. How- 
ever, my dear Lanfon/ added Ihe laugh- 
ing, * you know women are not natu- 
rally very laconic, you therefore muft 
pardon me in favour of my fex.* 

" I afllired Rofette that her recital 
had greatly interefted me, and that I 
was particularly curious to hear the 
remainder. — * I was,* faid fhe, * I think 
mentioning Signora Hortenfia. Though 
you may have judged of her perfonal 
charms, you can form no eftimatc of 
thofe of her mind; it is neceflary to 
live with her to appreciate them pro- 
perly. I had the happinefs to pleafe 

her^ 
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her, and ufcd my utmoft efforts- to 
merit the diftindlion with which fhc 
honoured me, by which means I foon 
entirely gained her friendfhip. No- 
thing was wanting to complete my 
felicity : I was efteemed by the Mar- 
quis, beloved by his fiftcr, honoured by 
the Marchionefs, and adored by An- 
tonio: we lived in happy tranquillity 
in the bofom of mediocrity ; our minds 

and hearts in the moft perfect: unifon ; 
two children, the pledges of our mu- 
tual tendernefs ftrengthening the bonds 
that united us. A woman who has 
committed a weaknefs, is ufually more 
tender and affiduous to pleafe than one 
whofe life has been conftantly regular 
before marriage. 

«« An 
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*' Aln*ev«it- as unfortun^e as^ unexi." 
ptfft^d^ interrupted the- happinefs I en* 
joyed; feparating meat on€^'fjrt>fti rtijr 

hulbatid and children; whbmpefhJpar 
1 (hould never more hive enjoyed thf 
hope of meeting; had not- heaveii- 
brought ycnj* into- th^fe odio€($- coua* * 
triesi where men keep women • like ani* 
mals in a menagerie. 

" The Marquis had a country houfc 
on the fea coaft, where I frequtntly 
went to pafs fome-day« in fine- weather 
with Signora Hortenfia. Our greateft 
pleafure was to walk togethetj to go 
from hut to hut, vifii the poor inhabi- 
tants, and give them .afliftance. In one 
of thefe excurfions we were fuddenly 
affailed by a band of armed men, who 
feized^ us in fpite of our cries and re- 
3 fiftance. 



fiftance. The corfairs, for we foon 
difcovered' them for fuch, took us to 
a boat which was concealed behind the* 
roclcs, and inftantly made the beft of 
their way to thfe veflel, which lay at 
anchbr about half a- league off Ihore. 
Ytou may form an idea of our alarhi on' 
finding ourfdves in the power of thofe 
barbrfrians, whofe eyes exprelTed no 
pa (lion but brutality. Arrived at the 
Ihip, we wiere prefented to the chief; 
wethfew ourfelves at his feet, but fuch 
villaihi are incapable' of pity. The 
corfair replied to our entreaties by a 
malignant fmile, whofe expreflion we 
fully underftood, notwithftanding we 

experienced better treatment then we 
had at firft expeded ; they put us into 
a decent cabin, and attended us with 
diftinguilhed politenefs: all converfa- 

tion 
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tion with us was forbidden the crew, 
the chief alone coming from time to 
time to fee us 2 we perfeftly underftood 
bj his gellures and the 'difgufting joy 
he exprefled in his vifitSj that he looked 
upon us as advantageous merchandize. 
This thought redoubled our affliftion, 
we fuffered the moft dreadful emotions 
when we confidered ourfelves as deC 
tine .1 to ferve to the difgufting pleafurc 
of fome chief of thefe mifcreants; 
we no lefs dreaded being feparated 
from each other, the bare idea of 
which made us tremble. At length 
we arrived at Tunis; the captain co- 
vered us with long veils and con- 
dudled us to the Bazar or flaye market, 
where we were expofed for fale. Wc 
had hardly been there an hour when 
Muley arrived, and after viewing fe^ 

veral 
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veral came towards us. The light of 
Hortenfia appeared to make the utmofl 
impreffion on him, he confidcred her 
fome time with attention, and theil 
went to the merchant, with whom hav- 
ing concluded the bargain he called 
two eunuchs whom he ordered to convey 
her to his feraglio. When we found 
we were to be feparated we threw our-^ 
felvcs into each others arms, and wept 
with the greateft bitternefs. The bar* 
barians were going to tear Hortenfia 
from me when (he threw herfelf at 
Muley's . feet; conjuring him not to 
feparate her from a companion flie fo 
tenderly loved. Muley appeared fomt 
time irrefolute, at length replied in 
Italian that he was too much pleafed 
with her to deny her any thing; and 
immediately bought me. This com- 
Vol. IIIp G plaifance 
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plaifance in the Moor gave mc a happj^ 
prefage of his charadcr ; wc were con- 
duced to the leraglio and placed in 
elegant apartments^ where Muley ibo^ 
took an opportunity to declare his paf«* 
iion to Hortenfia. You may eafily fur- 
in ife that my fair miflrefs was not in* 
clined to reply to his affeiSbion ; fiie had 
never yet known love, and a man of 
the figure and age of Muley was little 
calculated to infpire it*'* ' Indeed/ 
faid fhe, * if it was the young man who 
fpoke to me with fuch politenefs as 
we entered the feraglio ; . he has a very 
agreeable perfon^ and his manners ap« 
pear fo amiable that not with (landing 
his habit, I (hould not find it fo dif- 
ficult to return his affedion/— ** The 
paflion of Muley, however, became 
daily more violent; he preflcd Hor- 
1 teiilia 
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tenlia to yield to his defircs, who on 
her part experienced the utmoft un- 
ealinels left he fhould ufe violence to 
fatisfy them; when the letter flxe re-« 
ceived from Zulem gave her a ray of 
hope that (be might efcape him. You 
are informed of the reft Lanfon/ added 
Rofettc, ^ and may cafily judge the ob- 
ligation Hortenfia owes yourfeif as well 
M Zulem by the greatnefs of the dan- 
ger from which you delivered us. I 
have no doubt but love as much as gra^ 
titude influences her heart in favour of 
her deliverer, and am alfo certain that 
the Marquis d'Orlino, when informed 
of the fervice Zulem has rendered his 
iifter, will not hefitate to Unite them/** 



C H A R 
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CHAP. VI. 

An alarm. — Arrival at Naples. 

IvOSETTE had hardly concluded 
her recital when we heard a great noife. 
I inftantly went upon deck, where I 

found the whole crew affembled : a fai- 
lor had difcovered two (hips which 
"we found gained quick upon us. Our 
companions imagined them Moorilh vef- 
fels that were in purfuit of us, and gave 
way to the mod lamentable defpair, 
bewailing their misfortune and already 
rcprefenting their flavery as more 
dreadful than before. Zulem and my- 
felf endeavoured to calm theit* fears 
and reftore their courage, and though 
we could not as yet diftinguilh what 
veffels they were, prepared for a vigor- 
ous 
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ous defence in cafe of an attack. The 
men encouraged by our example ap- 
peared willing to fecond us ; all f wear- 
ing to perifli rather than yield. 

The veffels continued to gain upon 
us^ and foon came within gun lliot, 
when our fears were fuddenly turned 
to joy on difcovering them for two 
Maltefe galleys. As they perceived 
our Ihip was a corfair they prepared 
ta attack uSj^ and one had already fhot 
a head of us in order to gain the wind, 
and cut off our flight ; thus placing us 
between two fires. I immediately or- 
dered the Moorifli flag to be lowered 
and hoifled a white one; at this the 
galley approached us^ though with great 
precaution fearing it might be fome 
ftratagem, for pirates feldom furrender 

G 3 fa 
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fo cafily. While this- wais paffing wc 

put out the boat into which I entered 

with fome of our men, and went on 

board the largeft of the galleys: the 

captain who was on deck was not a 

little iurprized inftead of Moors, to fee 

men men dreffed as (laves; but his 

aftonifhment ceafed when I informed 

him of our feizing the "veflel. He 

praifed our courage and prefented us with 

refrefhments; after which I informed him 

that we owed our deliverance to Zulem^ 

relating the reafons that had determined 

that young man to leave his country. 

On hearing me mention Hortenfia he 

gave art exclamation of joy. " What/* 

faid he, *' is it poflible it fhould be 

Hortenfia the fifter of the Marquia 

d*Orfino ! what pleafure will he expc* 

rience on the recovery of one fo be-^ 

loved^ 
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loved, and whom he thought loft for 
ever. The Maltefe captain then in- 
formed me that Hortenfia was his re« 
lation, that he was at Naples at the 
time of her being feized, and that the 
Count exprefled the utmoft forrow for 
the lofs of his amiable lifter, who was 
univerfally beloved. — ** But the wife of 
Antonio,** added he, *' do you know 
any thing of her, for doubtlcfs (he 
has been feparated from Hortenfia."-^ 
" Not an inftant,'* replied I, " ftie is 
in our veflel with her companion." — 
^* What unlooked for happinefs,** ex- 
claimed the captain j " how delighted 
will the good Antonio be to recover a 
wife he fo tenderly loved! but I am 
impatient to fee my coufin and her 
brave deliverer; permit me to accom-^ 
pany^you immediately." 

G 4 The 
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The captain returned with me in 
the boat to oUr vefTel. Zulem and 
Hortenfia were on the deck ; the young 
Italian no fooner difcovered the cap- 
tain than (he ran to meet him. *« I4 
it really you Felix,*' faid Ihe^ " how 
happy am I in this uncxpefted meet- 
ing ?*' Felix teftified to Hortenfia his 
joy at her deliverance, and turning to- 
wards Zulem faid, *^ permit me to em- 
brace the perfon to whom my relation 
owes her liberty, what joy will you confer 
on a family that has fo long been plunged 
in forrow, never can our gratitude fuf- 
ficiently repay the obligation." — Zulem 
anfwered the civilities of the captain 
with a graceful cafe peculiar to him. 

Felix had fent to inform the captain 
of the other galley of what was paf- 




GIL. KLAS. 129 

fing, who alfo foon came on board our 
vcflel, congratulating us on our fuccefs 
in the moft friendly manner. On mu- 
tual confultation we agreed to put the 
Moorifh crew on board the Maltefe 
veflels, as they could more cafily fe- 
€ure them. We therefore proceeded, 
immediately to this bufinefs, caufing a 
guard of Maltefe foldiers to come on 
board our fhips, who tranfported the 
prifoners under proper precautions from 
the corfair to the other veflels. While 
this was tranfadling^ an accident had 
nearly happened which would h^ve 
plunged us all in forrow. Zulem, Felix, 
and myfclf were on deck giving orders 
relative to the prifoners which were 
bringing from the hold. One of the 
pirates^ whom I knew for a principal 

officer, fuddenly difengage dhimfelf from 

G £ his. 
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his condudors^ and flying at Zulem 
ftruck him with his chairt, reproaching 
him> and uttering the moft fearful exe- 
crations^ accuiing him as the author 
of his misfortunes* Zulem to whom 
this Wow was unexpefted, had doubt* 
lefs fallen a faerifice had he not fnatched 
back his head, by which meahs the 
blow fell on his fhoulder, and that 
with fuch violence that it threw him 

on the ground: the Moor was on the 
point of renewing his attack^ had I 
rCot prevented hifti by plunging my 
poignard in his bofom. Hortenlia^ who 
was prefent at this fcene, feeing het 
lover fall, fainted by his fide. While 
JRofette and Felix ran to aflift her I 
raifed Zulem, who was rather ftulmect 
jfrom the (hock, having received a vio- 
lent contufion on the ihoulder : regard- 

lefs 
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fcfs of himfclf he flew to Hortenlia^ 
who. recovering by the ufe of the ipi-k 
rituous drops Rofecte had plentifully 
applied to her, no fooncr difcovered 
her lover in fafety than (he prefently loft 
her alarm^ and alTuoied her ufuai cbear^ 
fulnefs. 

The removar of the prifon^r;^ w^ nfy 
. Iboner cfFedled than we repaired oflt 
board of Felix's galley^ leaving our 
Btwn men,, and fome of the Maltefe 
iailors on board the corfairj, and imme- 
diately failing for Italy. As di€ wind 
was favourable our voyage was eXf- 
tremeLy fortunate, for on the &urth< 
tlay wc reached the port of Naples.. 
On the s^pearance of a Mo&rifh velTel^ 
crouds of people affembfed^ on. the 
&ore». taking it for ^ prize gained by: 

a 6 tih 
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the Maltefe vcffels. We had no fboner 
call anchor than Felix fcnt to entreat 
the Marquis; d'Orfino and Antonio, to 
repair on boards though without in-. 
forming them of the reafon, wifliing 
to furprize them agreeably. About an ' 
hour after this meflage they arrived i 
melancholy was flrongly imprinted on. 
both their features, Antonio particu- 
larly feemed exceedingly forrowful. 

We had entreated the ladies tOr re.^ 
maia concealed until we gave a iignai 
.for . them to appear. The Marquis 
warmly embraced his coufin Felix, after . 
which the latter faid," rejoice, my dea:r 
fir, I have good news, to tell you.*'-^ 
* Have you been fortunate enough tB 
htar any thing of my filler?' replied 
he, * if fo I conjure you not to leave 

me 
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me a moment ia fufpence:* Atitonio 
was equally anxious to hear of hi& 
wife. — ** Yes," anfwered Felix, " I 
know where Hortenfw and Rofette are 
at this moment." — * Where, are they 
then?* exclaimed they both at oncei 
^*^ In a place of fafety>" added the cap- 
tain, " but moderate a tranfport that 
may otherways be fatal to you.*' 

Hortenfia and Rofette^ who heard' 
every wojrd of this dialogue, could no 

longer refift the inclination they had to 
JfeCj the one an afFeftionate bxothei>, 
the other a beloved hulband ; but rufhw 
iflg from their concealment they clafped 
them in their arms exclaiming, ** Bcr- 
koW us here !*• 

Imuft: 
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I muft poiTefs the warm and cncrgic 
pen of the celebrated inhabitant of 
Geneva, or the keen and magic powers^ 
of the immortal owner of Ferney; ta 
delcribe the jay and repeated tranfl 
ports of this meeting. At firft they 
were mute, yet was the fcene no left, 
intercfting on that account, they cnw 
braced, prefled each other in their armsj, 
in vain endeavouring to expreft theic 

« 

feelings. — 'Wlien the firft rapture waSs 
paffed, Hortenfia prefented Zulem and 
myfelf to her brother, as her deli^^ 
verer^: the Marquis embraced us te£^ 
tifying the obligation he owed us fois 
fieftoring a lifter he £o tenderly loved* 
The gratitude of Antjonio was no left. 
lively, and when Rofette had informed, 
her huft)and and the Marquis of the 
fliare I had in her hiftory their atten- 

tions 
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tions redoubled. This place was not 
fevourable to long con verfat ions, and 
tine quitted the galley and repaired to 
the Marquis's hotels where the news 
of Hon^nfia*8 return was already fpread.. 
A fervant, who had accompanied hiih 
€m board the vtfleL had haftened before 
with the news^ and the domeftics were 

already af!embFed in the courts tefli fy^ 
ing by every poffible demonftration of 
joy, the plcafure they experienced at 
the nturn of their matter's filler. Thi* 
fcene augmented the good opinion I 
had formed of Hortenfia, and con^ 
firmed my idea that Zulem could not 
iail of happinr& ^ith fo amiable a. 
perfon.. 

The Marchionefi came out to meet 
taSj and no fooner faw Uortenfia than 

ihe 

i 
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flie fell on her neck, teftifying the ut-r 
mofl: pleafure on her fafe return : ,J3or* 
tenfia's tranfport appeared equal tdshej; 
filler in law's, and plainly demoi 








the mutual attachment of thefe a'l 
able womea, ThiC Marquis infilled 
that Zulem and myfdf ftiould lodge ia 
his hotel. Antonio,, on leaving us to 
return home, preflcd my hand, and 
again repeated his thanks for the refto- 
ration of a wife he adored, entreated, 
me to- grant him my friendftiip .which 
I firmly promifed. 

The news of Horoenfia's return wa* 
foon fpread over the city, and for eight 
days we had a continual round of vi* 
fitors; every one was curious to fee the. 
turk who had abandoned his country 
_ &r her lake, even the king fent to 

con?- 
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congratulate the Marquis on this .happy 
event. During IMS' time the Marquis 
kept open houfe, and gave alfo an en- 
tertainment to the moll diftinguifhed 
families at Naples. Zulem accuflomed 
to the folitude of a feraglio, at firft 
found this life of buflle irkfome^ all 
our cuftoms and manners were uncom- 
mon to him, and caufed an embarralT-. 
ment that augmented his natural timi--. 
ditjr. W6 frequently left the company 
and retired into the garden or our 
apartment, where we converfed freely, 
Zulem teftified'uneafincfs, fearing that 
Hortenfia fhould not feel for him the 
iame fentiments. Ihe had done at Tunis^ 
where Ihe had perhaps miftaken gra-. 
titude for love, and would think it too 
^rcat a facrificc to repay the obligation 
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by uniting hcrfelf to a ftranger who 
poffeffed no rank in her country. 

I endeavoured to difpcl his fears, 
adding that I had no doubt but the 
king would particularly notice the de- 
liverer of Hortenfia, and raife him to 
fomc important employment. " You 
have/* continued I, " brought fufficicnt 
riches to place you on an equality wit[i 
your intended fpoufe.** My perfuafions 
could not, however, entirely re-alTurc 
him. 

The day after our arrival, Zulem had 
alked for a minifter of our religion to 
inftrud him in the profeffion he wifhed 
to embrace. I have before faid that 
this young man poircffed a ftrong un-^ 
derftanding and great penetration; it 

w« 
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was not love alone that made him a 
profclytc to chrifti'anity ; our converfa- 
tions at Tunis had augmented the incli-. 
nation his mother had given him for 

our rcligion^j and mature refledion had 
confirmed hia refolution* Thus the 
change of Zulem was perfedly juftifi- 
able. 

If love entered for any thing in his 
defire to embrace the catholic faith 5 
frelh.refledion and the affiftance of the 

Jholy minifter who inftruded him, foon 
redtified his ideas, and fupplicd what 

.was wanting to render his vocation 
perfeft. When Zulem had acquired 
that convidlion without which a chrif- 
tian is nothing more than a name, he 
refolved to feal his converfion by that 

facrament 



/ 
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fkcrament which regenerates maa and 
walhes him from original fin. 

The ceremony took place with the 
utmofl pomp; all Naples was witnefs. 
to its fplendor, for the minifters of our 
religion had neglected nothing to ren- 
der it ftriking, and to penetrate the 
profelytc with the holinefs of the 
profeflion he had embraced. The King 
and the Marchionefs d'Orfino were 
the fponfors to the nephew of Muiey^ 
who received baptifm with a piety that 
edified the whole aflembly. For Hor- 
tenfia it was eafy to difcover by her 
eyes the pleafure (he experienced on 
feeing her lover embrace the religioi^ 
file profefied ; thus removing the bar- 
rier that oppofed their union. The c-e-. 
^crnony concluded, the aflembly re- 
turned 



turned to the King's palace, where 
there was an entertainment provided 
which was followed by a ball. The 
King converfed for fome time with 
Zuiem^ and as that tender friend always 
kept me near him, his majefty alked 
who I was: Zulem having informed 
him, he deigned to fpeak to me in the 
tnofl: obliging manner. 

» 

The next day, the Marquis came to 
Zulem*sapartment.— r^MydearZulem,** 
faid he, " at prefent that you are ad- 
mitted to the bofom of our religion, and 
among the number of the King*s fub- 
jedls, nothing longer prevents my tef- 
tifying my gratitude; you have faved 
the honour of my lifter, reftored her 
to her country and friends; the only 
means I know of requiting fuch an ob- 

r 

ligation 

i 
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gation u to return her. to you» for I 
csm make no gift equivalent to her 
urortfa. Hortenfia is yourg^ the love 
you have for her^ her tendemefs for 
you» are to me an afTurance that I 
cannot do better than unite you to each 
other/' 

The joy this difcourfe caufed ZuLem^ 
was fo extreme, that he was fome mo- 
ments unable to reply; at lengthy how- 
ever, he ftammered out his thanks, the 
Marquis interrupted them by cmbnur- 
ing him, aifuring him that the mar- 
riage he propofod would give himfdf 
the highefl iatisfadion, as tbt happi- 
nefs of his fifter was as dear as his own^ 
nor could he afcertain it by any furef 
aneans than uniting her to a man who 
had ib many claims on her heart. He 

then 
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then conduifled Zulem to his fifter's 

apartment. ^ My dear Hortenfia," (aid 
he, as he entered, '' permit me to in^ 
traduce your future huiband. You, 
doubtlefsj have too much elleem ^for 
your brother ;" continued he, laughing, 
*' to refufc one from mj hand/' — A 
deep blufli covered the face of the fair 
Neapolitan: Zulem threw himfelf at 
her fiset, *• Madam," faid he, '* may 
I hope that you will confirm with your 
own lips a gift which is to me inefti- 
mablc?** — *^ Zulem,*' replied Hortenfia, 
** you have fo many claims on my cjC- 
teem, that I muft be very ungrateful 
if your generofity had not reached my 
heart, and your good qualities and af. 
fedion had not inclined me to an equal 
return: be afiumed that the offer of 
fpy brother is as agreeable to me as 

yourfelf. 
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yourfclf, and that in accepting you 
fpr a hufband I am lefs afhiated by 
duty^ than by a more tender inclina*- 
tion." Zulcm tranfported with joy, 
feized the hand of Hortenfia, which 
he kiifed with rapture, fwearing the 
moil inviolable affedion. . 

This fcene of which 1 was witnefi, 
renewed in my heart thofe impreflions 
that time could not deftroy. ** *Tis 
thus," faid I, fighing, " that I declared 
to Adelaide the afFedion with which 

fhe had infpired me, 'tis thus fhe re- 
ceived the tender confeflion: my hap- 
pinefs then equalled Zulem*s, but alas 
how different at prefent is my fate, he 
is on the point of being united to the 
woman he loves, and I have loft for 
ever one that was dearer than my life/* 

—This 
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—This rcfledion overwhelmed me with 
fuch an acute emotion of grief, that 
I was obliged to retire that I might 
not difturb the pleafiire of. the happy 
party. 



*i 



CHAP. VII. 

A voyage, — An unexpe&ed meeting and a 

combat. 

X WO days after the laft mentioned 
convcrfation, Zulem wasi united to Hor- 
tenfia, and from thie moft fihcere of 
loverfi became the happieft 'of hulbands. 
The marriage was celebrated with no 
\t^s pomp than the baptifm, and was 
•followed by entertainments which co;i- 
tinued for eight days. 
.VoL.Iir. H Not- J 
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Notwithftanding this continual round 
of pleafure, I frequently thought of m jr 
benefactor and friend. Lord Warneck. 
Under the painful uncertainty I expe^ 
rienced for his fate; I refolved to go 
immediately in fearch of him and not 
to ceafe my perquiiition until I had 
found him. I imparted my project to 
Zulem, who was greatly afflidled. Love, 
and his new engagement had not in the 
leaft diminifhed his attachment to me. 
*' What, Lanfon/' faid he, embracing 
me, " will you quit me, you who ire 
my firft friend, and whofe fociety 14 fa 
eflential to my happinefs ; muft you ak 
ready leave me among thofe I aqi 
hardly sicquainted with, and whofe 
cuftoms and manners I have yet to 
learn? — ^Far be it from me to endea;* 
^ vour to perfuade you againft fulfilling 
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thc.diMici of friend (hip and gratitude; 
biit as jet; I joeed jrour councils^ grant 
.me then one month my friend^ after 
lyhich I jpromife no longer to detain 

The inftaqces of Zulem were preC* 
fiiig, and I was fo truly attached to 
that deferving young man that I readily 
promifed to oblige him. Zulem had 
been accuftpmcd to the quiet and in* 
.a<^ve life which is ufual to thofe born 
under a burning zone^ and for whom 
tranquillity is the grcateft of enjoy- 

i 

ments/ He loved retreat both from 
mtqre and education^ and was never Co 
juappy as when only accompanied by 
his fpoufe, the Marquis, Marchio- 
nefs, Antonio, Rofette and myfelf, 
and giving way to the plcafures of 

H 2 focial 
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focial converfation ; a peaceful cicif- 

tance that was equally agreeable to me. 

When our lives have been crofled by'i 

number of vexatious events, which have 

kept the mind in perpetual agitatfon^ 

we know how to value the pleafures of 

• ■ • 
peaceful enjoyments. The teforts of 

the foul, from continually experiencing 
the fhocks of pailion and misfortune^ 
become infenfibly weakened, and a tirtfe 
for relaxation is neceflary to recover 
its adivity, and enable it to bear 
the frefli attacks of fortune. This was 
the fituation in which I found myfclli 
the pleafing inaftion in which my days 
were pafled at Naples, was one of thofe 
periods, which, if not the mod happy, 
was at leaft among the moft agreeable 
of my life, 

Whea 
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, When the time Zulem had alked me 
to ftay was expired, I prepared to leave 
Naples, feizing the opportunity of a 
yeffel which was to fail in a few days 
for Cadiz ; promifing myfelf that it 
would be more eafy to procure infor- 
mation there refpedling Lord Warneck, 
than in any other town in Spain. The 
evening before my departure Zulem 

caaie to my apartment. " My dear 
Lanfon,'* faid he, *' I come to enjoy 
thp pleafure of thy company perhaps 
fo| the lad time ; I cannot exprefs how 
much thy departure grieves me, I know 
not how I could fupport it did I not 
flatter myfelf with thy fpeedy return: 
— promife me therefore, my friend, that 
as foon as thou had found thy bene-> 
factor to bring him with thee to Italy; 
tcU him how well thou art beloved, in- 

H 2 form 
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form him of my obligatibns to thee^ 
and from thence^ jtidging of itty heart 
by his own, he wiH reftore thee to thy 
friend, and alfo by his own prefence 
augment the nuniber of thofe fo dear 
to me. 

I made little difficulty in promifing 
Zulem what wai fo agreeabfe to ttiy 
ow/r defifcs. At length, this ^^ottfiy! 
young man pur a cafket into my" hand^ 
iayihg, " Deign to receive this We&k 
proof of my acknowledgement ; I ov^6* 

•m 

yoa more than life; you formerf my 
mind and heart ; but for you I had been 

deffitute of that knowledge and infor^ 
itiatiom without which man is nottiiDg. 
Believe me, my dear Lanfori, t have the 
greateft pleafure in prefentirig this, and* 
you leill cruelly wound my friendihip' 

if 



GI£ BLA5. 151. 

if you rcfufe it/* — I thanked Zulem 

* 

for this frcfh proof of his attachment, 
and made no fcrupic to accept the caf- 
ket, which I found contained two thou- 
iand ducats. 'Tis a falfe delicacy and 
the efFcift of vanity which leads us to 
refufe the gifts of a friend, and is a 

« 

weaknefs only common to little fouls. 
If we bluflx at receiving a favour, we 
o«^t atfb to bhjfh in acknowledging 
the , perfon who offers it ; but real 
frkndfliip ennobles all, and when that 

pure and fublime fcritiment i^ in the 
fou}> 'tis innpoilible IPRScmld-iufped): it 
can be guided by interell, or any fuch 
paltry confideratioh. The time at 

length arrived when I was to quit Na- 
ples, where I had pafTed three months 
in the greateft happinefs; but, if , on 
one fide the voice of friendftiip detained 

H 4 ^^im^ 
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me, on the other the fame voice or- 
dered me imperioufly to depart. Thus 
by a whimfical contrail the fame fenti- 
ment gave me pleafure and pain, my 
heart being divided into equal parts be- 
tween them, one of which flew to Lord 
Warneck, the other lingered with 
Zulem. When I took leave of my 
friends, the manner in which they ex- 
prcffed their forrow for our feparation, 
encreafed my own: the Marquis and 
his lady made me feveral very rich 
prcfents; nor did I quit Rofette and 
her worthy hulband without grief. An- 
tonio joined his tears with hers, giving 
me at once a proof of his friendfhip 
and the fenfibility of his heart. Zulem 
never left me until the veffel was ready 
to fail; our parting was truly melan- 
choly, we held each other embraced 

for 
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for fome moments unable to articulate 
an adieu, at length I tore myfelf from 
his arms, and affuming as much firm- 
nefs as my forrow would permit, bad 
him farewell. 

The lofs of fo many beloved dbjeds 
filled my heart with a thoufand painful 
fentiments, which would not permit 
me to join in the ufual diverfions on 
ihip board. I had remained feveral 
days in my cabin alone> when my af-- 
flldion was difturbed by an event which 
might have had the mofl vexatious con- 
fequences, and have again plunged me 
into a miferable flavery that wouJWliave 
only ended with my life, had not hea- 
ven who defigned me for fufferings of 
a different nature, turned afide the dan- 
ger which threatened me. The veffel 

H 5 oa 
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orr which 1 was on^ botfrd was ^ kiflg^ - 
Ihip of forty guns and two hundi^ed^ 
and fifty men^ and convdyed fbm6 mer«i> 
chantmcn bound for Spain. We weitr 
within a day and a half fail of Cadie^' 
when we difcovered two veflels that 
we immediately i^ogni^^ed forcorfairs^ 
and which having ch« wind fooh reached 
i». The noife this unlucky tdv^ntm^e 
cRufed among our erevr niaide me leave- 
my^ cabin and go on deck^ where Tv 
found the captain, who infomied me 
of the fubje^b of alarmj my eyes at the' 
fame moment coniimiing tiie diiagree-^ 
abk new«» The ilght of the coiihir 
chilled me with horror^ " Great GodP* 
cried I; " haft thou delivered me frort- 
one flaveryi ^ bill to-fiifftr me td fall into-' 
a^greater evil? If th*fe. plratcfe are from- 
Tunis^ and I fall into their hands> I aoi 

inevita-* 
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inevitably loft; I cannot fail being 
known, and Muley wilt revenge on 
me the lofs of his nephew and mif- 
trefs. The captain, however, prepared 
for a vigorous defence, I feconded his 
emdeavoirrs, relblved to pei'ifli fword in 
Kand rather than yield. Th6 creM^ 
which was compofed of expericJilced 
Tailors, entered into the prepar^ionsr 
tor defence with an alatrity that in 
htnt meafure difpelled niy fear; we 
aid' by, and waited the enemy without 
jiving them any reafon to think we 
^red'them. The captain giving a %nat^ 
o the merchantmen to drop aftem, and 
o feize the moihent when they faw us* 
hgaged to efcape> as he was refolved 
o hazatd all to fave them, I was of a. 
Hfiercnr opinion, I wi(hed thefe/hipr 
cl'fecond us with their guns, as«ithei^ 

* 

H 6' of 
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of the corfairs were ftronger than ur^ 
and I feared courage would not be fuf- 
ficient to defend us from fuch fuperior 
force. The enemy, when within half a 
gun fhot> began to fire upon us, which 
we anfwered by a bri£k cannonade. 
The merchant veflels^ in confequence of 
the order they had received, fpread their 
&ils and made the bell of their way. 
The corfairs feeing their prey on the 
point, of efcaping, and confident of 
their own fuperiority^ thought one of 
the veflels fufficient to overpower us^ 
and accordingly the fmalleft. failed after 
the merchantmen. This manoeuvre 
faved US; having now but one ihip to 
encounter, the failors redoubled their 
efforts, and refolved to board them as 
fpeedily as poffible, in order to haflen 
to the relief of the convoy. We had 

not 
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not much trouble to fuccccd ; our ad- 
verfaries having the fame intention^ and 
were np fooner grappled, than the 
moors threw themfelves in prodigious 
jiumbers on our deck. The battle was 
obftinateandbloody, our enemies fought 
like defperadoesj ru(hing on us with 
the fury of lions ; as well as their nunw 
her being fuperior to ours, the adroit 
ufe they made of their fabres gave 
them great advantage over our crew: 
the captain and myfelf fought at their 
head animating them by our wards and 
example. Our men, however, began ta 
give way, and we Ihould infallibly have 
been conquered, if by chance the grap- 
pling irons had not broke loofe at the- 
very moment a frefh recruit of Moors 
were coming on board us, and the 
fliock they received threw fevcral into 

the 
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the fea. This fortunate event rellored; 
courage to our men; and while the 
corfairt were again endeavouring w 
grapple ua we fell on thofe on board* 

J" 

us, making a horrible carnage. Ani- 
mated by this fttccefs^ we ourfelves 
tiirew oui^ grappling iit>ns on board^ 
their vfeflbl, and the captain and my- 
felf^ heading the moil courageous^ leaped' 
on their deck^ and attacked them with 
the greateft impetudflty* The eniemy 
defended themfelves with the utmoft 
bravery; their chief particularly dif-- 
played amazing courage and ikilU I^ 

advanced to aitatk him, but what was- 
my aftonifhment on recognizing, Mu-- 
ley! the uncle of Zulem, who had' 
once been ray matter : at the fight of 
me his features gained frelh aniiiiatidnj^ 
and advancing: — «* Have I caught thee 

traitor?** 
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tniitOT?*' ixclaiinicd he, ** thou that 
dareft rob' ma of my rtcipheW and my 
miftrefe; I ^ill wafli away with thy 
bidbd die otitrag^ thou haft done me." 
— Saying thefe wortls he ftruck at me 
with his fcymitar and had doubtlefs 
cleft tny head in two, had l not avoided 
the blow by haflily leaping aiide. I 
jthoold have been ibrry to kill the 

Mr^6k of Zulem^ and endeavoured onlj 
txr keep <rti the defenfiVc. " Muley/* 
cried- 1, "I am riot the author of your 
riephew's flight; he voluntarily left his. 
couhtlry for the fake of the young flave 
li^ho s^ccompanied him, I do not wilh 
to take your life, furrender^ your efforts 
are ufelefs* The rage of Muky would* 
not fuffer hirh to pay attention' to me, 
he only heard the laft words. ** Sur- 
render," exclaimed he„ in a tranfport 

of 
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of paflion, and redoubling his attack^ 
" dareft thou think me capable of fucb 
a weaknefs ? after having loft what waft 
moft dear to me^ nothing remains but 
death or vengeance^** 

A 

The faitors aftonifhed at a dialogue 
whofe purport they could not compre- 
hend, had ceafed their conflicft and 
waited in iilence the ilTue of this com- 
bat. The fury with which Muley at- 
tacked me would not fufFer me to re- 
main entirely on the defenliveji and as 
his ftrength was a good deal exhaufted 
by the efforts which my coolnefs and 
addrc& had rendered fruitlefs; I had 
not much difficulty to find an oppor- 
tunity to give him a blow with my 
fabre that ftretched him at my feet^ 
The Moors, difcouraged by the defeat 

of 
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of their chief, made after this but a 
feeble refiftance; a part fell beneath our 
fwords, and the reft were made prifo- 
ners. As foon as we were completely 
mafters of the enemies fhip, we re^ 
turned to our own vcflcl, leaving fe- 
vera! of our men on board the prize, 
s^nd croudcd fail to the afliftance of the 
merchantmen. As Muley gave (igns 
of life, I had him carried to the cabin, 
promifing our furgeon a confiderable 
reward if he could fave him. 

« 

V 

After about an hour's fail we gained 
the other corfair, juft as they had 
obliged the largeft of the veflels to 
ftrike. A prodigious number of Turks 

were preparing to board her, but no 
fooner difcovered us than they flopped, 
doubtlefs aftonilhed, for they had no 

fear 
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fear but their companion would ckfily 
overpower us. Notwithftanding our 
.captain had devifed a flratagem that 
had the happieft fuccefs; he had or- 
dered the crew which he put oh board 
the prize to drefs themfelves in th<r 
Turks cloaths that had been killed du- 
ring the combat, and had alfo com- 
manded the lieutenant that way kit on 
board her ta foHdw us as though ^v:- 
frrg chafe. The corfeir was in efrc(5t 
duped by this manoeuvre, and fup- 
pofing his confort in porfuit of us^ 
tacked to gained the wind, aind cut off 
our flight; we fufFered him to a<9:, well 
^rffured we could foon make him repent 
it. We now flackened our fails to give 
the prize time to join us, which (he 
fpeedily did^ and rapidly pafling us 

|>laced herfelf near the corfair, who- 

doubt- 
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dioubtkfs imagined thtft the confor t was 
adling thus to fupport them ; but great 
was their aftonifliment when our prize 
gave them a broadfide^ and haftily fail* 
ing before them cut off their retreat, 
and placed them between two fires. 
Wc now attacked them with the utmoft 
intrepidity J the Moors, convinced of 
tiielr error^ fought to iave themfelvcs 
bji^ flighc% W^^ however, cahie vpow 
tllefti fo bflftly, tlfet all thieir effbrffti 
would have been iireffledllual had not a 
ftiddcn and violent tempefl arofe which 
ftparaifid the veffeJ*. T^ef corfair feizedP 
iJhs op^rtuTiity to efeape; lofing no' 
time in purfuing her, we made the ut- 
moft difpatch to colledk our fcattered 
veflel's; which, when tt)mpletdd, wc 
Continued our route, giving wary to th6 

pleafurc 
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pleafure which fo Angular a delivc-, 
ranee had infpired. 



» 



CHAP. VIII. 

A converjion: — News of an old friend. 

JL H £ next day we fafely entered the 
port of Cadiz: my firft care was to 
caufc Muley to be conveyed to the 
hotel where I lodged. I found no 
difficulty in perfuading the captain to 
this ftep, when I had informed him that 
this chief of the corfairs was uncle to 
Zulem. Muley's wound was not mor- 
tal; in a fhort time the Ikill of the 
furgepn put him out of danger. 1 vi- 
fited him feveral times a day, ever de- 
claring to him the pleafure his recovery 

would 
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would give me, but the intradlablc 
Moor "would not hear me, ever repl/- 

• ■ * 

ing to Vny proteftations by reproaches 
and abufe. I was^' not, however, re^ 

ft • 

pulftd, redoubling my attentions and 

'endeavours to foften him, and at length 
fo fer fucceeded that Muley beciame 
more fociable -and liftened to my con- 
iblations,^ — ^** Lanfon,*' faid he, one 
day, ** thy generofity has touched my 
hejlrt^ and notwithftanding the hatred 
•with which thou haft inlpired me, I 
xrannot avoid efteemirig and acknow- 
ledging thy virtues; I wiflied to take 
thy life, yet thou haft behaved nobly 
to me in return ; believe me, I admire 
thy condudl but cannot imitate it/*--- 
* Muley,' replied I, * I. have done no 
/more than any other chriftian would in 
my place; our religion commands a 

for- 
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forgivenefs of injiiries^ but I h^ve not 
.tyen that merit with thee» The, uncle 
of Zulem can only infpire me with 
.lefptQ: and eftcem/— ^At the nume of 
Zulem^ Muley heaved a profound 
f^gh.— ^« Tell me/* faid he, ** what is 
become of my gailty, but too much 
.bdoved nephew? notwithflanding the 
ingratitude with which he had repaid 
iny aSe^ion, I cannot help being inte-- 
reded in his fate ; he has doubtlefa em« 
braced thy religion and -married Hor-* 
•^niia. Say is he haj^y P has he comr* 
pl^ed his crime/* . * Zulcm/ repUeid 
J, * is not criminal ; you know his nio. 
. ther was a chriftian ; flic infpired him 
-from his earlieft infancy with an incli- 
nation for our holy faith, I was fortu* 
nate enough to ftrengthen this difpofi« 
tion, arid refledion has done the re- 
I mainden 
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Zulem was a chriftian in his 
hearty and not led to embrace it by 
reafbns which you may furmife^ and 
In. quitting his country did no more 
than ufe the privilege which every 
'mzn has over himfelf. Neither was 
your nephew guilty in refloring Hor- 
.teniia to her friends and country; by 
what right do men feize on their feU 
lows and deprive them of liberty, does 
not nature itfelf revolt at fuch tyranny ? 
befides Hortenfia could not love you, 
fifx h^art wfis united to Zulem's from 
tl}$ ^irft moment they met; thus all 
f:onf:ured to juftify your nephew, ftrong 
were his ftruggles and fevere his griqf 
before he could refolve to leave an un.. 
cle he fo tenderly loved; but was it 
poflible to refift the united claims of 

love and heaven/' 

I ob^ 
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I obferved that my difcourfc made a 
lively impreilion on Muley, and from 
that moment conceived the deiign not 
only to reconcile him to his nephew 
but alfo to convert him. I related to 
him tht mutual afFedion of Zulem and 
Hortcnfia, the manner of our flighty 
and how we overpowered the crew; 
I next defcribed the baptifm of his 
nephew, the marriage of the lovers and 
the happinefs they enjoyed, a happi- 
nefs which would be complete,' con- 
tinued I, ' if Zulem did not deeply 
regret the prefence of an n^cle fo dear 
to him/ — Muley was moved, testrs 
flowed down his cheeks. * Since you 
are fo attached to your nephew,* added 
I, * what prevents you imitating him, 
and fpending the remainder of your 
days with one whjt^^will watch over 

your 
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your age with the tendernefs of a fon, 
and by his attentive cares diminifh its 
weight. Your fentiment for Hortenlia 
will foon give place to friendfliip and 
efteem ; flie will be delighted to oblige 
the uncle of her beloved hulband, and 
will endeavour to make you forget the 
forrow file involuntarily caufed you." 
" What Lanfon/* interrupted Muley, 
** would 'ft thou perfuade me to abjure 
'the religion of my fathers, and re- 
nounce a country fo dear to me? love 
might operate, fuch a prodigy on Zu- 
lem, but do'ft thou think that an old 
man fo eafily changes his opinion and 
manner of life; fuch an alteration . 
could only be the eifedt of lightnefs 
and folly? befides I am little acquainted 
with the faith that it is ncccflary to adopt 
in order to unite me with my nephew." 
Vol. III. I ~**That 



— '* That difficulty is esifily removed,** 
replied I, '* only fufFer mc to inftriu^ 
you in the tenets of the chriftian faith^ 
if you are not convinced of its ex- 
cellence in eight days, I will be the firft 
to difluade you from embracing it; for 
according to my opinion it is better to 
remain in that you profefs, or even to 
have none at all, than to aflume the 
appearance of one whofe purity you 
are not convinced of." 

Mulcy was a man of underflanding» 
and more enlightened thanTurks ufually 
are: he pofleffed none of that fanau 

V 

tical enthufiafm which diftinguilhes the 
followers of Mahomet, I therefore had 
the lefs trouble to engage him to ac- 
cept my propofal. On the next day 
1 began my inltrudions, introducing a 

Spanifli 
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Spanifh prieft to aflfift mc^ as he was 
more able to rcfolve the doubts of fte 
profdyte and refute his objections. The 
converiion of Muley was not fo eafy as 
that of Zukm; but a religion t^nii 
commands virtue, the pardon of in- 
juries, and whofe morals^^ are pure itnd 
juft, cannot fail to pleafe a foul natu- 
rally upright. Miiley's foul was ti'uly 
fo, his vices were the cffedl of the edu- 
cation he had received, and imbibed 
from the nation among whom he was 
born. His eyes were foon opened, and ' 
his convidtion complete; in robbing 
Mahomet of one of his followers, I 
had alfo the double advantage of gain- 
ing myfeff a new friend, and repaying^ 
in fome meafure the obligations I otitd. { 
Zujiem, *V./' 

I 2 Miiiey 
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Muley's converfion had not fo totally 
cmplpyed me as to make me negledt 
my enquiries after Lord* Warneck. On 
my arrival at Cadiz, I made the moft 
exacl perquifitions whether he had been 
feen in that city, as he doubtlefs would 
have repaired thither had his delive- 
ranee been efFefted, but all my en- 
quiries were fruitlefs, I could not gain 
the leaft information. I now only 
waited an occafion to go to Algiers, 
when an Englifh veflel from thence 
arrived in the .port: thinking I might 
gain fome information from the cap- 
tain, I repaired on board. I had reafon 
to be fatisfied with this ftep, as the 
captain informed me that Lord War- 
neck had been ranfomed by the Eng- 
lifh conful immediately on his arrival 
in that city, and had failed fome few- 
days 
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days after in a Britifli veflel ? " Bur, 
lir,*^ added he, " are not you the; gen- 
tienian who accompanied him, and 
who was captured with him in paf- 
ling from Spain to Italy?*' ** I am, 
indeed, the perfoh,*' replied I. — " The 
captain then informed me that he had 
been for feme days in the confuIV 
houfe with my patron, that my lord 
had frequently fpoke of me, declaring 
the affliction our feparation caufed him, 
and that at his departure he had ex- 
prcflcdly defired the conful to feize the 
firft opportunity to deliver me from 
flavery, alfo leaving a letter with him 
to remit to me as foon as I fhould be 
free. '^ I left Algiers a few days after 
Lord Warneck," continued the cap- -,. 
tain, '^ and am happy that the conful 

I 3 has 

■ d 
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has fo nappitjr Succeeded in his com* 

\E greartlj? furprizcd Mr. Wilfon,. 
which ttas the captain's name^ when 
1 informed him that I had been above 
k year in flavcry without any attempt 
being made to ranfom me. I then re- 
lated to him all that had happened 
during my (lay at Tunis^ and my cf- 
cape with Zuiem and the fair Italian. 
My recital greatly amufed him, and 
^fter congratulating me on my good 
fortune, he faid, ** As your objedl, fir, 
i^ to feek Lord Warneck, who is furely 
at this moment in London, can you 
do "better than repair thither in my vef- 
fel ? I know my lord's impatience to 
fee you'*. — I accepted the captain's of- 
fer with the utmoft pleafure. 
1^ I re- 
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I related to Mulcy the fuccefs I had 
met with ; Tie expreffed the utmdft re- 
gret at our reparation. — " Lanfon/* 
fold he,/* notwithftanding the prejudices* 
which Europeans entertain againd us, 
believe n>e the foul of a Turk is as 
fufceptible of gratitude as that of a 
chriftian ; I am fenfible of the proofs 
of kindncfs thou haft given me, ^and 
did not the hope of fodn feeing my 
nephew confole me, (hould be%ieeply 
afflidted at thy departure. SincBvthou 
art to fail in a few days, and ^thw^ i^ 
nothing to detain me here, endeavour 
to procure me the means to repair to 
Naples as fpeedily aspoflible." — I replied 
to Muley that fuch was my intention, 
and the captain who brought me from 
thence being to return in a week; I 
agreed with him to take charge of 

I 4 Muley 
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Muley, and to treat him with the ut- 
moft attention. 

At the fame time I fulfilled a com- 
miflion which Muley had entreated; 
among the prifoners made in the cor- 
fair veflel was a young eunuch whom 
he was particularly attached to; he had 
defired me to ranfom him, but the cap- 
tain refufed to receive any, faying, he 
Ihould think himfelf highly ungrate- 
ful if be did not (hew mc every mark 
of gratitude in his power, as it was in 
fome meafure owing to my adlivity and 
courage in feconding his endeavours, 
that he had taken the corfair. '^ Nei- 
ther,*' added he, '' Ihall I fail to in- 
form the King my mafter of your con- 
duct on that occafion.** He then fent 
to fetch the young Moor, who was 

con- 
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confined in the town prifon] he was an 
agreeable young man, and was no 
fooner informed of my intention of 
reftoring him to his matter than he 

threw himfelf at my feet, teflifying his 
gratitude. by repeated thanks and tears. 
Muley, on rny prefenting his favourite 
flave, threw himfelf on his neck and 
embraced him. Misfortune is fre- 
quently ufeful, fince it places mankind 
on that happy equality which riches 
and dignity fo often caufc to difappear: 
the rude fhock of adverfity recalling to 
their fouls that precious fenfibility 
which profperity and pafTion frequently 
ftifle. The beginning of misfortune is 
often the epocha of the reftoration of 
virtue, 

I 5 I re- 
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I refolved to defer the baptifm of 
Muley until he arrived at Naples ; for 
as well as that ceremony being per- 
formed with more folemnity there than 
at Cadiz, I alfo wifhed Zulem to en- 
joy the pleafure of witnefling it^ The 
evening before my departure I deli- 
vered a letter to Muley for his ne|>hew> 
in which I informed him of all that 
had happened fince my leaving Naples,. 
with the happy converfion of his un- 
ek. I took care to procure for my old 
matter every thing neccflary for the 
voyage, and the old gentleman being, 
now determined to relinq,uifh his coun* 
try, dcvifed a means ta obtain a part 
of the wealth which he had Left at 
Tunis. He wrote to his agent to col^- 
led as much money as poffible and 
fend it by the firft convenient means^, 

infocming 
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rnformlng him that it was deftihed to 
purchafe his own freedom, that of the 
other prifoners, and ta ranfom the 
veffeU 

As Muley was to depart before this 
money could poflibly arrive, I ga,ve his 
order to receive it to a merchant at 
Cadiz, who promifed to remit it as 
fbon as it came to hand. When thefe 
affairs were all fettled I repaired to the 
fliip,. which was to fail early the next 
morning; it was not without forrow 
that I parted from Muley, the good 
old man embraced me, fhedding tears i. 
^ Adieu, my friend Lanfon," faid he,. 
•* the obligations I have to you will 
never be effaced from my memory;; 
your inftrudions have opened my eyes, 
ajid given me a fecond exiflence: y 

I 6 
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firft conduced my nephew to happi- 
nefs and then myfelf/* 

When I went on board, captain Wil- 
fon informed me that he had juft heard 
that the Englifh conful at Algiers had 
been dead near a year. — '* As I am but 
lately returned," continued he, " from 
a long voyage to the Levant, it is not 

furprifing that I was not informed of 
it before." — The reafon was now ob- 
vious why I had not fooner been re- 
deemed from flavery ; the death of the 
conful was fudden, he had not had 
time to employ any perfon to fulfil 
ciy lord's commiflion, the letter which 
was directed to me remaining among 
his papers* 
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CHAP. IX. 

Arrival in London^^A trait of Englijb 

freedom. 

After a fail of eight days, which 
was interrupted by none of thefe acci- 
dents common at fea, we arrived at 
Plymouth; we no fooner landed than 
the captain and myfelf, repaired with 
the utmoft diligence to London, Mr. 
Wilfon to announce his fuccefs to the 
minifter, and me with impatience to 
fee my benefador; but my furprize 
was equal to my forrow and difappoint- 
ment, on enquiring at his houfe to find 
he had fet out three months before for 
the Eaft-Indies. The porter gave me 
a letter which Lord Warneck had left 

in 
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in cafe of my arrival: in this he ih^ 
£>rmed me of his deliverance in much 
the fame terms I had heard it from* 
Wiifon, he alfo added that having been 
informed of the death of the conlul* 
©r Algiers, whom he had employed to 
ranfom me,, he had written to his fuc- 
ceflbf for the fame purpoie, and waiteci 
with impatience for the fuccefs of this. 

new effort. — He concluded by inform* 
ing me that he had juft been appointed 
by the court to govern the Englifh pof- 
felHons in India; that his honour and 
other reafons would not permit him to- 
refufe fo important an employ, and he 

was neceffitated to leave England with, 
the utraoft uneafinels on my account. 
Lord Warneck added the moft tender 
aflurances of his friendfhip, prefling 
me warmly to come to him in India^ 

where 



where he alTured me he bad no doubt 
of placing me in a lituati<m to make 
my fortune. 

"The ai¥edlioliate folicitude of Lord 
Warneck^ and the pains he had taken 
to redeem me from flavery^ added to 
the frefii proof of friendihip be gaveL 
me^ and in fhort the delife I hskl ta 
&e a bene&ftor to whom I was toa 
truly attached^ determined me toun-* 
dertake the voyage he propofed; I . 
communicated my intention to Wilfon^^ 
who anfwered,. " Your projcft gives me 
the more pleafure as I myftlf hope to 

obtain In a few days a commiilion for 
India, you iball fait with me, the pIea-» 
fure I experienced in your company 
in. our former voyage makes me ar* 

dently 

I 
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dently wifti to enjoy it in fo long a 
peregrination. 

During the time Mr. Wilfon was 
endeavouring to obtain the fituation he 
wifhed, I eipployed myfelf in examin* 
ing this rival nation, but whofe man- 
ners and cuftoms are fo different fronv 
the French : I had taken care, on my 
arrival to drefs myfelf in the Englifh 
tafte, as I had frequently heard to what 
infults men are expofed in this city, 
when their appearance indicates them 
for ftrangers. My precaution was 
however ufelefs, my drefs did not pre- 
vent me experiencing k very difagree- 
able adventure, but which I fortunately 
cleared myfelf of, thanks to the flrength 
with which nature has gifted me. I 
ufually walked every morning through 

the 
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the ftreets of London to make my ob- 
fervations, for 'tis from the multitude 
that you muft form a judgement of na- 
tional character, it there prefcrves its 
native colouring, while among the 

^ great it receives different fliades of 
politenefs, which the culture of un- 
derftanding and communication with 
othernations beftow. I was dreflcd in 

. the Englifh tafte: a plain coat with 
metal buttons-, a round hat; in fhort 
nothing was wanting, but it is more 
eafy to afTume the drefs of a nation 
than their manner, air, or behaviour. 
Every people have a peculiar caft of 
features as well as manners, and which 
proceed from the climate they inhabit, 
the way of life they adopt, and from 
the modification which their phyfical 
and moral exiftence have experienced, 

and 
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and that is ever as indeliable a means 
to diilinguiih them from other natioiu 
as their cuftom:^ and government* 

One morning as I was croffing Cou 
vent-garden, a porter whom I hap- 
pened to meet, flopped fhort to look 
at me: the EngliKh have a peculiar 
knack of diftinguifbing the French. — 
They may almoft be faid to fmell out 
a Frenchman as a dog does a piece of 
game, and that they poffefs a natural 
antipathy which warns them of their 
approach; in (hort this inftindt having 
informed the porter I was a French- 
man, he began abufing me in the 
groffeft manner, running his fift in my 
face and defying me to box with him. 
I was for fome minutes uncertain how 
I fhould receive this compliment. The 

porter 
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porter was a fquat mufcular fellow^, 
whom I flircwdly fufpeded would be 
too ftrong for mc; belidcs I was not 
accuftomed to tbcfc wreftlings in which 
Ikill is as neceflary as ftrength. Not* 
withftanding, irritated at his infult, 
which he continued in fuch a manner 
M to prevent my purfuing my way, 
I replied to his bravado, placed myfelf 
on the defenfive, and waited his attack 
with firmnefs. A croud affembled 
round us to witnefs the combat, every 
one giving their opinion that it was 
impoffible I could refift him. How- 
ever calling forth my utmoft ftrength,^ 
I began to . return his aflault, but the 
porter accuftomed to this fpecies of 
battle parried my blows, while nearly 

ft 

all his took place. I had already re- 
ceivcd a good number,' one of which 
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falling on my nofe blood gufhed abun-- 
dantly from it. Furious to find all my 
efforts fruitlefs againft this impudent 
challenger, I determined to employ, 
other means, and recolledlihg the man- 
ner I had adopted with the Moorifh 
foldier on a very fimilar occafion; I 
rufhed on the porter, and feizing him 
by the throat threw him, and began 
amply repaying the blows he had be- 
llowed on me. 

I was then ignorant that the pugilift. 
laws forbid ftriking when the enemy 
is down. All the afliftants irritated at 
this violation of the general rule, and 
perhaps incenfed at the afcendancy I 
had gained over their countryman, be- 
gan to exclaim againft me, feveral even 
ftruck me and I fliould inevitably have 

been 
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been torn to pieces, had not, by the moft 
fortunate accident. Captain Wilfon, 
who happened to . be pafling with two 
of his friends, flopped to enquire the 
caufe of this uproar. On feeing me 
in the power of the mob, he threw 
himfelf among them, but could not 
without difficulty and the afliftance of 
his friends, refcue me from their hands. 
He inftantly called a hackney coach in 
which he conduded me to my lodging; 
I was in the moft pitiable (late, my 
body being fo bruifcd that I could 
hardly (land. Wilfon expreffed the 
utrnoft forrow at this accident, the oc- 
cafion of which I related to him, ex- 
claniing againft the vulgarity of the 
Englilh mob, and the unworthy be- 
haviour of the fpcdators of the battle. 
The captain then informed me what 

had 



190 TH& rREKCH 

had caufed their indignatioa agtiaft 
mc. — •* What,*' exclaiincd I, in a tranC- 
port of rage, '^ do EhglKhmen add 
injuftice to brutality; is a ftranger 
obliged to know al^ their cuftoms? be- 
iides when a man is attacked has he not 
a right to employ all the means in his 
power to conquer bisvaggreiTor? trea- 
chery alone merits indignation, but in 
ft wrcftle where ftrength muft decide, 
a man has furely a right to employ 
every rcfource which his force will af- 
ford/' — * I am far from approving the 
behaviour you have experienced,* re- 
plied Wilfon, * I perfedly well know 
the Englifh populace, nor are Grangers 
the only people who fufFer from their 
licence ; but you know there arc abufes 
every where, and that thofe abufes are 
frequently a neceflary evil from whence 

3 arifes 
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arifes a general good. The liberty 
which you remark in our lower clafs 
of people, arifes from a praife-worthjr 
principle, the love of freedom, and 
a fpirit of independence which ani« 
mates them : it maintains the national 
energy, and would be dangerous to re- 
prefs it. While the people of England 
pofTefs this fpirit they will never fub- 
mit to bear the yoke of defpotifm/ 

This method of fupporting the na« 
tional fpirit by half killing a man at 
fifty-cuffsj appeared to me not only 
cpntrary to juftice^ but even contrary 
to that Ijpirit of independence fo nccef- 
fary to maintain. I, however, did not 
communicate my refledions to the cap- 
tain; for as well as the fervice he had 

juil rendered me demanding that for- 
bearance. 
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bearance, I well knew the impropriety 
of finding fault with the cuftoms of 
the nation with whom we dwell. WiU 
fon was an Eiigliftiman, and pofleffed 
the prejudices of his country; and 
though I (hould have fucceeded in con- 
vincing him he would never haye ac- 
knowledged it. 

When I was fomewhat tranquilizedj 
Wilfon informed me that he had fuc- 
ceeded in obtaining the command of a 
vefTel of the line, which with two fri- 
gates was to convoy a fleet of mer- 
chantmen to Madras. This agreeable 
news did not a little contribute towards 
confoling me for the difagreeable ad- 
venture I had juft experienced; I pro- 
rriifed to be ready at the appointed 
time, and as I wanted rcfl, Wilfon 

foon 
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foon after left- me. The next day he 
paid me a vifit, accompanied by the 
two gentlemen who had aflifted him in 
refcuing nye from the hands of the 
mob, informing me that one df thefe 
was' to accompany us in quality of firft 
lieutenant of the fliip which himfelf 
commanded. I entreated this young 
man to favour me with his conripany 
•fbmetimes before ^ur departure 3 to 
which he replied that he Ihould be 
particularly happy to form an acquain- 
tance with me. Mr. Philips, which was 
his name, poflcfled one of thofe happy 
phyfiognomics that muft pleafe ia what- 
ever fituation or circumftances you 
meet them ; his feeling and candid dif- 
pofition ip^rkled in his eyes, and I 
found myfelf ftrongly pre-pofTeflTcd in 
his favour the firft moment we met: 
Vol.111. K there 
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there appetred am ajialogy between wr 
difpc^itions^ an opinion which hh dif- 
courfe con(UiBed* I experienced the 
higheft fiitiafiidion in meeting with a 
companion whofe conveif^tian and 
manners gave me £q much pleafure^ 
and to whom I could unbofom myfelf 
without refcrve. Though I was parti* 
cularly intimate with Wiifon^ and had 
every teafon to be fatisfied with him» 
yet our difpofitions were widely dif- 
ferent, he was cold and ferious, with a 
peculiar referve in his manner, that pre-* 
vented my opening my heart to him: 

it was impoffible to fathom his difpofi- 
tion beyond a certain point, and it was 
far eafier to difcovcr what he wilhed ta 
be, than what he really was. 

I was 
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I was. i^ar eight days in recovering 
the effcd^ of Englilh energy. Whcit 
my itreogfh vfu entirely re-reftablifhed^ 
I continued my excurfions about Lpn* 
^n^ bun under proper precautions, 
^>eiBg always accompanied by Philips* 
This young nxan vifit^ me daily, an<i 
in ^ fhort time the ftridteft intiii\acy 
took place "between us. When men 
have iimilar difpofitions and their 
minds are congenial, their Ibuls eafily 
ftep. over the barrier whicfr difference 
of cuiloms and religion has plarced be^ 
twoen diem,: the facred flame of fmndxi 
(bip fpop pjurifying and difperfmg tha? 
Qdiou$ ^mity which prejiidic? afui pp^i^ 
nion had alone formed- PIuUps and 
myfelf experienced this truth/ once |>e«^ 
come friends we forgot the diftin<9:ion 
of French ^md Engliih ; wc were men, 

K 2 that 
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that is to fay brothers. — In our walks 
we fomerimcs vifited thofe taverns 
nvhe're'Englifh liberty takes a yet Higher 
flight than in the ftreets of the metro- 
polis ; here we were witnefs of fcertes, 
which, while they amufcd, confirmed 
me in the idea that the licence which 
originates from liberty is the enemy of 
its mother, and like an unnatural child 
ftifles the parent that gave it birth. 

One day when we had been taking a 
ridp in the environs of London, a gen- 
tleman on horfeback, followed by a 
groom, met us. The pcrfon of the 
ftranger inftantty ftruck me, and my 
appearance feemed to have the fame 
effedl on him. By an emotion as fud- 
den as involuntary we flopped our hor- 
fes, and, after confidering each other 

for 



GIL BLAS. 10^ 

for Ibme moments, we jointly ex- 
cJaimed, " 'Tis Lanfon! 'Tis Placid I** 
-—with the rapidity of lightning we 
leaped from our horfes and rufhed 
into each other's arms, weeping from 
cjccefs of pleafure. I fhould in vain 
attempt to paint the joy we experienced 
at this unexpe(9:€4 meeting; nor can 
it be properly imagined except by 
thofe feeling fouls/ who a^;e ^icquaintcd 
with the worth of real . fricndfhip. 

After the firft tranfp/prts. of pur plea« 
fing rencontre was over, ** Behold I" 
faid I, to Philips, ** the companion of 
my infancy and the friend of my youth:, 
thofe titles will to you fufficiently ex- 
plain how dear he is to rny heart.'* 
Philips now advanced towards Placid, 
whom, he faluted.with an ain of free?- 

K 3 dom . 
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dom and acquaintance that furpri!^d 
tnt, and caufed me to afk the Ueute^- 
nant if he had before kno^vn itiy friend. 
"I have frequently had the pleafure 
of fteing Mr. Harriibn at Lady Whar- 
ton's;"' — repiied he. My allonifiiment 
ftd^dbkd^ I looked at Philip^ and 
Placid, AvithOut being able to conceive 
how my countrytttin had atfjuired aft 
EngHlh name. ** My dear Lanfon/* 
faid the latter, *' I fee you are furprized, 
I mufl therefore inform you that by a 
jtioft happy cvttit I htfve diftovered the 
iwffihbt'&f ttiy betngi And iHat your old 
fti^ttd Platld id the fon (jf Sit WilKam 
riftrtifdfi."-*^! 'eoflgratulated my frififtd 
in tht tv^armeft t^fmi on the happy 
cHsihge in his fortune? ** This event/* 
Jkid f, ^* his Only realized my conjee- 
tUfCfs; friy heart always whifpered you 

was" 



was of a ftoble family, the greatriefs of 
your foul, the elevation of your fenti- 
ments, all confirmed me in that idea/' 

— " You fee me with the partiality of 

a frifcrtd/' replied Hacid, ^ believe me 
my dear Lanfon, birth does not beftow 
the qiJaliti^s yoUr friendftiip reprefent^ 
rtie to poflTefs: thdfe are the gifts of 
nature, who as art irtjpartial mothet 
docs not cdnfult rank tb beftdw hcjr 
iftVouris, but fcatters them blihdly orl 
all claffcs of fociety. The only advan- 
tage which birth produces is the power 
.df developing theife pfetidus feeds; it 
would therefore be * injurious to judg^ 
men by the rank which fate-h&th al- 
lotted them in fo<^iety>" 

We Returned to Londoh difcourfing 

dn fubjeds Which our happy meeting 

K 4 gave 
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dom and acqMinti-^.;^ or rather Mr. 
me, and caufed ^^ ^ jq accompany 
nant if he bar ^^^^^ after |fome conver- 

cc T 1» 

• /3:.'/'ps left US under pretence 
of fteir .; . Qj^ i^jj departure I tefti- 

^***' '/^//^A to Placid the pleafure I ex- 

^ lirnccd in feeing him in fo brilliant 

^itruation. ** Henry/' replied he, " if 

/iches and birth give a title to happi- 

nefs I can certainly claim it, and I 

ought, doubtlefs, to enjoy with greater 

delight the change in my fituation con- 

fidering that which preceded it, but 

you know as well as myfelf that rank 

and fortune do not always bring happi- 

nefs, it is neceffary that the heart 

fliould be fatisfied; the pangs of fcn- 

fibility are frequently more poignant 

than the fhocks of fortune, therefore 

my friend do not be aftonifhed when 

I in^ 
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iform you, that though I have 
.ound a tender father, and am placed in 
a ftate of affluence, fomething is yet 
wanting to my happincfs." 

*' My dear Placid/' replied I, with 
furprizc, " what uneafinefs can you ex- 
perience ? fpeak, open your heart to a 
friend who ftill loves you as tenderly 
as in thofe happy dayis^ when our pains 
and pleafures were mutual." — ^ I (hall 
have as much fatisfadion to unbofom 
myfelf as then," replied he, « but in 
order to fatisfy your curiofity entirely 
I will begin my recital from the time 
of our feparation.**— — 
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Adventures of Mr. HurfifdH^ 

You, doubtlcfs, remember Hcnty, 
the letter that I wrote from Breft, and 
in which I informed you of my depart 
turc» The voflel to ^hoft crew I wai 
iurgeon failed three days after j it be* 
longed to a large fleet that uras bound 
to Canatda^ \n order to land troops to 
a(fl agafhft the Efiglilh/ Ouf voyage 
tt^a» fortuliatt', about ii huftdrfcd leagues 
elF the coaft o^ America we met fh* 
Englilh fleet which 'ap|>€a#*4 inclined 
to difpute our paflage. Our admiral 
immediately prepared to engage: I had 
never yet witnefled thofe terrible fcenes 
where men not fatisfied with braving 

the 
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thccaprfeteof a daftgdrous element, feefc 
to dertfoy tnth oth^t by finking thofe 
floating fbttrefksi 6n whi€h the avarice 
Of hatred 6f their tlikrd ha^ Rationed 
thertn ; though I was lefs expofed from 
ttiy fituation than the i-eft of the crew, 
yet I could not defend ftiyfelf from an 
emotion of fear. On the flgftil frOffl 
the admiral's vefTel, thefe heavy ma- 
chines moved with ama^iing Hgility, 

and by the mbft ftilful mjinttoivres fooii 
junged in brder of battle. The en- 
gagement kftfcd for three hoUris^ withi 
aftt either party appearing to reli?iqui(h 
their ardCKj^ but night M length 
dbliged them t^ kiy byi as it was ex- 
pelled that ihft thgagement would be 
renewed 6fi '«he ntxt moi^ning, Wfc 
fpent the irttierytning time in prepara* 
xkiibns, h\tt at cky break difcovered 
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J clifperfed. T!\ve 
jt/lfdcfs, fufFered moft, 
C jfgd retired leaving the 
•' Satisfied with rhcir dc- 
y^^ continued our way, and in 
fc -^r / ^ wreck after arrived fafely into 
' ^'f^rt of Quebec^ where we landed 
^rit)ops* . 

•* You doubtlefs know that this vaft 
traA of America is inhabited by fe-* 
veral favage nations, as the Algonquins, 
the Efquimaux, the Iroquois and the 
Hurons, The two laft mentioned are 
the neareft neighbours to the Englifh 
and French, and frequently take part 
in their wars. In that in which we 
were now engaged, the Iroquois a nu* 
merous, warlike, and bloody nation, had 
declared for the Englifh, and the Hu« 

rons. 
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3, their natural enemy, had taken 
part with us; the lall mentioned arc 
thq moft civilized of all the favage na- 
tions, they hold a confiderable com- 
merce with the French, for brandy and 
hardware, for which they exchange furs. 

*' The Iroquois had for fome time paft 
made frequent irruptions upon our ter- 
ritories, had burned a number of habi- 
tations, and maiTacred the men, women, 
and children, this favage nation al- 
ways fignalizing . itfelf by cruelty in 
war. The governor of Quebec refolved 
to revenge thefe atrocious ads by at- 
tacking the perpetrators in their own 
^iftrid;^ , communicating his defign to 
xh^ chief of our iquadron. Three thou-s. 
(aqd men ij^ere accordingly put on board 
the tranfports with every neceflary for 

the 
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the ehtlffp^izei- Which the sldftliral cftSfta 
tiiandid ill ptr(9ii. I wdfr kpp6iAtad 
among other {utgt^ni to attend the 
tfOdps; we 6rft rtpftired to Fort Frort* 
t^iiac, t^hich is fitmttd l^ai* Lake Ot^ 
tftrio, khd that wai cortftrliAed to keep 
the Iroquois in awe; here we were 
jbirted by ^ pafty of Hurort^ who had 
eflfered to afllft us. After reftiiig diw 
day W6 re-efnbari^d, attd crbflirtgthe 
LAt Ontario fobrtr reached the coitfttry 
©/ the Iroquois. We landed during 
the night without the leaft bppbfitidrt-, 
and at day break the trodps began thelt , 
fnarfeh acfofe the woods in ordei* td 
fufpriie the iirhibiifilAfe in their dwel* 
Jhigii wyfeif and the other furgeoM 
femiined at fottre AilUtiHe ftom the 

Stott ^fith a torps dfe fefcfve, 'that w« 

deftiirtrf 
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deftined to £icilitati a retreat in cafe 
drur troops fhouki find it necefTary^ 

. •* Near t4ve (hord was a frtiall wood 
i^hich dfi'^red an agreeable (hade. Th« 
Wtather was hot, cfonfidering the cli- 
mite, and I perfuaded two of my com- 
pftnioils to dccohi^any the ittt6 thiA 
pleaiafiC rMet^i they willingly ' con^ 
fehted, beillg fitinly perfuaded that out 
troops would employ the favages, nof 
had wfe the ieaft fear as our corps dt 
rtftrve was at fo fmall i diftance. 
fecfitbd in a delightful fpot we were 
tortverfing on different fubjeAs, wherf 
Vre Wctc fuddertly ftrrduilded by about 
iWi^^y Itbqudh Irho hrid entered thi 
wo6fiby a private path. One of my 
conipaiilons imrifiediately began to try 
out for afliftance, but a blow which he 

received 
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received . on the head from a favage 
ilretched him dead on the ground. 
Alarmed at this treatment, the other 
furgeon and myfelf fell at their feet, 
entreating their mercy. The Iroquois^ 
who appeared the chief, regarded us 
with a fcornful fmile, and talked with 
his companions, four of whom imme- 
diately feized and bound us hand, and 
foot, then taking us by the SLrm$ they 
fled with inconceivable fwiftnefs to the 
banks of the Lake, which in this fpot 
formed an elbow that concealed them 
from our veflels, which were anchored 
in a kind of bay. My companion and 
myfelf were thrown into a canoe that 

w^s faftened to the foot of a rock^ and 
which the four Iroquois foon. rowed off, 
coafling along fhore on the oppofite 

fide 
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fide to where our troops had difem- 
barked. 

•* This event was as cjfuel as^nforefeen, 
and fo deeply afflided me that I was 
for fome time almoft bereft of reafon; 
i^covered from which I funk into the 

» 

moft melancholy ftate. After what I 
had heard of the ferocious character of 
the Iroquois, I had no doubt but my 

life would be forfeited, and the favages 
revenge on us the injury our troops had 
done thepi. Th^ fituatipn of my com*- 

■ • • ( • 



panion was as unhappy as my own, 
looking at each other without daring 
to fpeak. After having rowed for about 

an hour, the Iroquois landed, took us 
from the canoe, and dragged us to their 
habitations, which were fituated about 
three leagues up the country, .On. our 

arrival 



no THE fREKCH 

arrival a croud oT the inhabitants tf^ 
fcmblcd round us, fcreaming in the 
xnoft diflbnant manner; I remarked 
thefe were entirely women, chilcfren,. 
and old meft^ which i¥iade T^at furtfiife 
that the Iroquois had by fbme meana 
been aware of our attack, and the moAi 
vigorous aflcmblcd to make head againft 
our troops* 

^ I atfo fulpifled that the Iroquoi* 
which had furprized us, had been 
placed in the wood to recdnftoitrc and 
tolled rhe ftfeftgth of our corps de 
jcferve, a fuppofition that was but tod 
well founded as I aftefwarda learned. 
After being for' ibme time the fport of 
thefe favages, they drove us through a 
hut ihto a kind 6f liable, tthere they 
threw us upon fotne iWaw, We re- 

maincd 
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mained for two days in this prifonj 
our bonds were very untafy, and our 
oniy nbutiftiment a few potatoes and 
WAter, tvhich was ferved tw ohce a day. 
As our hands were confined^ wc were 
neceflitated to ftoop to the viefftl that 
contained our food and eat like beafts. 

« Yhereiaf e fitUatldfis^hich overwhelm 
llift foul With a fcntimcnt of grief, whofe 
ttttethcfs hoiie but thbfe Who hdve tx^ 
perienced can form an idfea of. My 
ddftipaiiion and felf Were in 6ht 6f 
fhofe unhappy predicaments, our pre- 
fcht mifery being augmented by the 
^xpeftation 6f a yet more dreadful ca- 

taftrophe; we hid not even the cofiK 
fort of mutually confoling each other, 
for v^hcii hope is entirely deftf-oyfcd, and 
fftisfortune rifeh to the utmoft height, 
I two 

i 
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two unhappy fufferers are rather a pain 
than a confolation to each other ; . their 
fouls deadened by the weight of their 
forrows becoming incapable of thofe 
tender feelings which would otherways 
ad-uate them. 



** Such was my fituation, my compa- 
nion who was either weaker or more 
fenfible of his misfortunes than my- 
felf, did not ccafe the moft grievous 
complaints, bewailing the horrors of 

his fate. The third day of our impri- 
fonment we heard a great noife, which 

I had no doubt was occafioned by the 
return of the warriors, whom I cx- 
pedted would not fail to facrifice us 
immediately to their refentment. In 
effect fome hours after fix Iroquois en- 
tered our prifon, feized, and conveyed 

us 
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I3S into an cnclbfure where from four 
to five hundred warriors were affembred, 
forming a circle, in the midft of which 
was their chief. On our appearance 
the grcateft filence reigned among 
them; our keepers placed us at the 
feet of the chief, who commanded us in 
bad Englifti to prepare for death, for 
that we were fentenced to be burht by 
a flow fire, which is the common treat- 
ment of the Iroquois to their prifo- 
ners. Surprized to hear this favagc 
(peak in a language which! paflably 
underftood, I formed the idea of en- 
gaging him to fpare our lives; but far 
from being moved by my tears and 
fiipplications, he fpurned me with his 
foot, regarding me with the utmoft 
difdain and fury. ^ What,' exclaiVned 
he, * pufrllanimous wretch, dofl: thou 

fear 
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fearto dxiQ? my revenge JQiall I^ the 
more bitter; new torments ihaU be 
invented for th^e^ 'tis 9 f^cr^fke ^t 
I owe to my brethren who have fadla^ 
glorioufly^ gntiping their weapons in 
death; 'tis a facrifice I owe to my fon> 
whom I tenderly love, and who draw9^ 
near tP the period of lifq.— Thy coun-^ 
trymen have given the wounds which 
will caufe his death, and yet thpu 
dareft alk me to fpare thee.* 

" The laft words of the Iroquoi ftruck 

mc; a ray of hope beamed on my TquU 

— * Thou art miftaken,* replied I^ 

* if thou think'ft I fear de;ath, when it 

comes I will receive it with calmnefs, but 

'ti3 natural to every man to endjeavour 
to prefer ve life, the Supreme Being 

who beftowed it, may take it at plea-^ 

fure. 



five, but yre arc fofbidcJifijL ix> 4^j3:ri>jr 
ourfelve^, ^nd i$ ii npt equal to fuicide 
to fcek death and receive it with the 
tranfports common to thy countrymen? 
believe me^ itis rath^-^i rqdampntade 
to fing in torment th^n r^^\ femneft : 
can'ft thou imagine^ that thy great 
OroiitDJo behold^ with pleafure thofe 
i^ifices ye make of human vidtims; 
if he commands thofe iha£acres he is 
notagod.-^On the contrary^ the power 

I worfliip eajoiii^ a Jforgivencfs of in- 
juries^ wd ev«n at \}c\\% monient, when 
thy vengeance is devifiD|p4 crw^l d^ath 
fflr me, he inipirea ipy' bi^rt with a^ 
livdy intermit fprthyfou; my bufijiefs 

II to watch over the health of meot 
therefore, if thou cfti'ft hav© th&t coa^ 
iidence in roe,- permit fsxt to eflay • my 

art on thi* youths perhftps^ hjs wwnds 

arc 
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are not mortal/ and a Ikilful hand is 
alone neceflary to rcftorc hinri to life 
and health.* 

• " At thefe words the gloomy and fa- 
vage features of the -Iroquois chief 
aflumed an air of uncommon foftnefs. 
— * Is it true,' faid he, ' that thou pof- 
feflefl that art fo ufeful to mankind, 
and in which the Eurppeans fo particu- 
larly excel.' — ^ Thou need'ft not hefi- 
tate to believe me>* replied I, ' I ever 
detefted falfehood^ and if there is yet 
hope remaining, engage to reftore thy 
fon; if I fail thy vengeance will be but 
deferred.' — ^ Ah,' intei-rupted the Iro- 
quois, * if thou fav'ft ^my fon, depend 
not only on thy life but alfo on>my 
warmeft gratitude? — Thet : chief then 

informed the aflembly 'of (he fubjed: 

of 
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of the fubjed of our converfation^ and 
the flattering hopq I had given him. 
The Iroquois uttered a cry of joy and 
two among them immediately came 
and unbound me, I entreated the chief 
to command the fame to be done by 
my companion, faying his afliftancc 
was neceflary in my operations. The 
Iroquoi granted my requeft, and my 
companion who was called La Roche, 
finding that they unbound him, thought 
he was going to be Jlcd to inftant death, 
and began exclaiming in the moft lair 
mentable manner; I haftened to com- 
fort him by an information of the con- 
verfation that had pafled between my- 
felf and the chief. His joy was now 
nearly as extreme as his former forrow,, 
yet we were far from being out of dan- 
ger. I was ignorant of the ftate of the 
Vol. hi. L wounded 
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wounded petfon, whom if wc did not 
fucceed in reftoring there was no doubt 
but that we (hould be remitted to our 
former fate ; but all the degrees of ex- 
pedation are nothing in comparifon to 
the fearful diftance which is between 
the fainteft ray of hope, and the total 
deprivation of that fentiment. 



CHAP. XL 

Continuation of the Adventures of Mr. 

Harri/on. 

VV E were now introduced to the 
wounded perfon who was extended on 
a mat in the inner part of a hut. Three 
women, one of whom was aged, the 

others young, were feated by him : by 

their 
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their attention and forrow I difcovered 
them to be his mother ^nd fillers ; he 
was fenfeiefs, and fymptoms of degth 
were already imprinted on his features. 
The young Iroquoi had received two 
gun-fhot wounds, one of which had 
lacerated the right fide, the other pa fled 
entirely through the bread; he had 
alfo been ftabbed in the lower belly 
with a bayonet : on examination I had 
the pleafure to find none of thefe 
wounds decidedly mortal, his greatefl 
danger being the lofs of blood, and the 
'awkward manner in which they had 
bound up his wounds. Fortunately I 
had a cafe of inftruments, fome ban- 
dages and unguents about me, which 1 
had prepared in cafe of any of our men 
being wounded. After thoroughly 
wafhing the wounds with brandy, and 

L 2 removing 
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removing the clotted blood, I put on 
a drefling, and adminiftered fome drops 
which I had in my pocket. The young 
favage fpeedily recovered his fenfes, 
but was too weak to fpeak; his mother 
and fifters, aftonifhed at the firfl fuccefs 
of^my operations, teftified the utmoft 
joy, thanking me in their language, 
but in fo exprefliye a manner that I 
could not fail to comprehend them. 
The Iroquoi chief did not appear lefs 
fatisfied ; I told him that I wifhed to 
remain near the wounded perfon in 
order to adminifter my afliftance in 
cafe I fhould find it neceflary. Ofiko 
(which was the name of this favage) 
approved my caution, and accordingly 
caufed feveral mats to be brought and 
placed near his fon's bed. In the nigl^t 

I renewed the dreffing, during which 

the 
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the young man relapfed into a ftate of 
infenfibility, but that I removed by 
the affiftance of fpirits; the next day 
he was attacked with a violent fever, 
which I exped:ed; in Ihort, on thethird 
day a number of fymptomjs that had 
intervened, and which would have been 
fatal to an European, entirely difap- 
peared, and in eight days I thought 
him entirely out of danger. You may 
conceive my pleafure and that of La 
Roche on thishappy event ; when I in- 
formed the old chief of the almofl: cer- 
titude I had of his fon's recovery, he 
fnatched me to his arms, fwcaring never 
to forget fo fignal a fervice. , * From 
this moment,' faid he, * thou ceafeft 
to be my enemy, and I receive thee 
among the number of my friends;' — 
with thefe words he prefented me the 

L 3 calumut 
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calumut that he was fmoaking, which 
I well knew to be the ftrongeft proof 
of friendftiipamongft favages^and there- 
fore took it and fmoaked for a few 
minutes: after which Ofiko did the 
fame by my companion, — The next day 
feveral of the principal favages came 
to enquire after Tarbek; Ofiko hav- 
ing informed them that La Roche and 
myfelf had fmoaked in his calumut^ 
they teftified the utmoft plcafure^ all 
offering U3 the fame token of friend* 
fhip. 

'• Until the time I thought' Tarbek 
out of danger; I had paid but little 
attention to what fufrounded me, my 
mind was entirely employed on one ob- 
jeft, that of faving my life by reftor- 

ing the young favage. Fear over- 
powers 
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powers every other fentiment; but 
when tranquillity was reftored to my 
heart by Ofiko giving me an aflurancCj 
which is the moft facred among fa-- 
vages, my mind returned to its ordi- 
nary bias, and I paid attention to alji 
that pafled. I have already told you 
that Ofiko had two daughters; the 
eldeft was ugly and iil fhaped, with 
fomething harlh and repulfive i^ hpp 
features, that was yet more difgufting 
than her uglinefs. Theyoungefl, which 
wasxalied Zi(ka,-was an admirable con« 
traft to her fifter; {he was formed with 
the moft exadl proportion, her features 
fmall and delicate, the frelhnefs of 
health enlivening her complexion^ 
which was fair without that infipidity 
fo common to the Iroquoi women^ 
her eyes were of a bright blue, at oncd 

L 4 tender 
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trader and animated, and appeared to 
announce the candour and ferenity thaf 
reigned in her foul; to complete all, 
an cxpreflion of foftnefs and innocence 
Mas fpread over her whole perfon and 
encreafed her natural charms, forming 
the ftrortgeft contraft to the ferocious 
people among whom (he was born. In 
fhort, Zifka would have been thought 
beautiful even in Europe ; fhe was as 
a diamond cafl among a number of 
rough and unpolifhed ftones. 

" Misfortunes by exciting fenfibility 
difpofcs the mind to love ; I could not 
fee the charming Zifka without emo- 
tion, her beauties which were expofed 
to view caufed an inconceivable trou- 
ble in my heart, my eyes were invo- 
luntarily fixed on her for hours together, 

and 
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and when flic retired I experienced an 
uneafinefs that her return could alone 
difpel. A favage is unacquainted with 
thofe laws of prudery, and falfe deli- 
cacy, which render the fair fex fo re- 
ferved among poliftied nations ; they 
are not accuftomed to difguife thofe 
fentiments which nature avow; thus I 
foon difcovered that I was not difplea- 
ling to Zilkaj we gazed at each othqr 
with mutual pleafure, and though we 
could not converfe, the language of 
our eyes was fufficiently expreffive to 
convey the nature of the fentiments we 
felt. When the vain formalities of 
cuftom is baniflied, hearts foon com- 
prehend each other, thus the ttioft per- 
fed intelligence foon reigned between 
mine and Ziflca*s. Frequently, when 
we were alone^ I approached her, and 

L 5 preffing 
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prefling her hand, teftified by my ger* 
tures how dear ftie was to my heart : 
Ziika did not underftand the art of 
feigning, but replied to my carefles with 
equal ardor. During the cure of Tarbek, 
I enjoyed the pleafure of being near 
her all day, for under pretence of giv- 
ing her brother affiftance fhe was per- 
petually in his hut, but her tycs de- 
clared that it was love rather than fra- 
ternal afFedlion which rendered her (6 
affiduous. Tarbek greatly refembled 
his fifter, poflefling none of that fero- 
city that charadterifes his nation, he 
frequently teftified his gratitude in a 
ttHMner to give me the moft favourable 
opinion of his difpofition. 



« My afFcftion for Zifka ivas fo lively 
tMtt I considered the j^erfcift reftoration 
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of her brother with alarm, as I had no 
doubt but Ofiko faithful to his proniifc 
would give me my liberty, and the idea 
^f quitting Zifka afflidled me to the 
foul. Such is the power of love, it 
makes the moll rapid changes in the 
heart of man, caufing what was the 
warmeft object of his wifhcs to becomie 
indifferent to him, and fometime3 even 
painful. 

** The firft day Tarbek was able to 
leave his hut, his father conduced hioi 
to the place where the Iroquois ufually 
aflembled, and where all the warrior;^ 
of the fettlement were waiting his ai?- 
rival; Ofiko ordering La Roche and 
myfelf to follow him. Tarbek no 
fooner appeared than their fliputs and 
acclamations rent the air, all teflifying 

L 6 their 
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their pkafu res on his recovery. When 
he had anfwered to their congratula-t 
•tions^ his father prefented us to the af- 
fembly, and though we could not un- 
derftand his language, his geftures 
plainly declared he was reciting our 
praife. The Iroquois received this har- 
rangue by frefh fliouts ; feveral of them 
advancing towards us, and carreffing 
us in their manner. At length Oiiko 

fafd to me in Englifli, • I have brought 
thee hither with thy friend, in order to 
receive the thanks of thefe warriors; 
thou haft reftored them a brave com- 
panion in arms, and me a beloved fon; 

*Chou art now our friend, we have 

frhoaked in the fame calumut; if thou 

'wik ftay among us thou fhalt be our 

- brother, and the afliftance thou art able 

to render us will be a new bond to at- 

:t tach 
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lach US to thee J thou flialt fhare our 
labours, and our pleafures, choofe thee 
a wife among our virgins, and thy race 
augment the warriors of this fettle- 
ment. — But, if thou preferred returning 
to thy country, fpeak, we will procure 
the means? there thou may'ft inform 
thy companions that if the Iroquois are 
cruel to their enemies, they are grate- 
ful to their friends, and that the adlil 
vity of their friendftiip at leaft equals 
the inveteracy of their hatred.* 

*' Though the fidelity with which 
Ofiko kept his word, and the proo& 
of friendfhip I received from the Irou 

quois, gave me the utmofl pleafure^ 
yet the difcourfe of the old favage 
caufed me great uneafinefs, and I was 
fome minutes unable to reply. I was 

far 
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far from wifhing to fix among a people 
vhofe manners and cuftoms were fo 
different from mine^ but love detained 
me near Zilka ; I could not refolve to 
leave that amiable girK Under this 
jembarraiTment I refolved to adopt a 
middle path, and therefore replied to 
Ofiko, that I was truly fenfible of the 
proofs of attachment which he gave 
me, and that, doubtlefs, I ihould be 
flattered to profit by his generous oifers^ 
in being received among fo brave and 
warlike a nation,- ' But/ added I, ' thou 
know'ft man is naturally attached to 
his country, and how difficult it is for 
him to adopt a way of life and man* 
jiers to which he is unaccultomed. 
Permit me, therefore, to flay for fome 
^time among ye, perhaps, I may be 
able to afiume the cufloms of thy nsU 

tion^ 
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tion; but, if otherways, promifemeto 
facilitate xny return to my country 
when 1 require it ? Oiiko appeared fa- 
tisfied with my anfwer, affuring me I 
fhould be entirely free: he then in- 
formed the warriors of my refolution^ 
who applauded it by frefh ihouts and 
rude demonilrations of pleafure/ 

" On our return to the hut, Oiiko 
related to his wife and daughters the 
whole of what had pafled; pleafure 
brightened the features of Zifka on 
this information, and her eyes fuffi-* 
ciently exprefled that fhe felt the fa- 
crifice was made for her fake. I 
thought it neceflary to conceal from 
La Roche that the Iroquoi had left 
us at entire liberty, and therefore only 
told him, that the fricndlhip the old 
I chief J 

i 
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chief had for us made him wilh to 
detain us fometime longer, but with 
a renewed promife to condudl us to 
Canada if we could not accuftom our- 
fclves to the Iroquoi manners. As La 
Roche was not attached to any Iro- 
quoife, he would not have approved 
being detained by my paffion. among a 
nation for whom he had the utmoft 
averfion, I therefore fpared him the 
knowledge of a facrifice that muft have 
given him pain. 

" Behold us now among the Iroquois^ 
living in their manner, and following 
the fame occupations. Ofiko had given 
us a hut adjoining his own, and we fre- 
quently accompanied him in his hunt-^ 
ing and filhing excurficns, but though 
we had adopted the Iroquoi manners^ 

wc 
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we had neither their ftrength nor agi- 
lity; our bodies were iijcapable of fuch 
violent exercife, and what was to the ' 
favages a party of pleafure, was to us 
the moft wearifome fatigue. Thefe ex- 
curfions alfo took me from my beloved 
Ziflca, and frequently when prefled by 
Ofiko and his fon to accompany them, 
I pretended illnefs to remain behind, 
in order to converfe with my charming 
Tniftrefs. In thefe tender meetings we 
gave ourfelves. up wholly to ourpaflion^ 
enjoyment inftead of diminilhing only 
augmented my tendernefs. I foon 
learned fufficient Iroquoi to be under- 
ftood by Ziika, a circumftance that re- 
doubled our fatisfadlion, and which 
alfo ferved to convince me that my 
miftrefs's difpofition was at leaft as 
amiable as her features were beautiful: 

her 
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her foul was as pure as the water of 
the brook in which fhe viewed herfclf, 
and candour and feminine foftnefs gave 
an inexpreffible charm to every word 
and adlion. Zifka -was unacquainted 
with the art which our^ European la- 
dies adopt to fix apprize on their fa- 
vours, but that ufually diminifhes the 
value; tender arid hafty to oblige, (he 
niet my affedion with equal warmth^ 
without thinking fhe conferred an ob- 
ligation, in fhort fhe was the child of 
nature, and one of her mofl beautiful 
works, undifguifed by art and the pre- 
judices of education. 

** I had been near three months 
among the Iroquois, when one day 
Ofiko entered the hut, accompanied by 
a young warrior whom he introduced 

to 
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to his Mfife and daughters^ informing 
them that it was the Ton of an old 
friend who dwelt at a confiderable dif- 
tance: they had met on a hunting ex-- 
curfion, and Ofiko had prefled the 
young favage to pafs fome days in his 
hut, where ewery one on the father's in- 
trodudlion appeared anxious to oblige 
him. The young warrior feemed afto- 
nifhed to find two Europeans among 
the family of Ofiko, who fcized an 
opportunity to inform him of the ob^ 
ligation we had conferred on him, and 
the trial we purpofed making. This 
commendation of Ofiko did not ap« 
pear to make much impreflion on the 
favage, who viewed us with the ut- 

mofi: difdain, and began abufing our 
nation, boafl:ing that his own arm had 
levelled ten Frenchmen with the duft in 

the 
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the laft attack. I did not think it pru- 
dent to refent this difcourfe, as I was 
well aware of the danger of defending 
my country among its inveterate ene- 
rnics, particularly among a people 
whofe native ferocity the leaft fpark 
will kindle into a flame. The vifagc 
of the'young Iroquoi was ftrongly im- 
printed with the national charadler^ 
his features were harfh, and his gloomy 
and favage behaviour fufficiently an- 
nounced his foul to be the fame. — His 
perfon was tall, with large and mufcu- 
lar limbs, that denoted uncommon 
ftrength. I did not think fit to con- 
tend with fuch a terrible adverfary, and 
only replied by afking Ofiko the event 
of the attack made by the French, of 
which he immediately gave me the fol- 
lowing information. 

'' The 
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*' The Iroquois had gained informa* 
tion of our projeft, and in confequence 
prepared to receive us ; abandoning all 
their fcattered fettlements along the 
Lake, they had retired to the hollows 
between the mountains, where they 

had placed themfelves in ambufcade, 
fending out a detachment through a 
bye path in the wood, which lay clofe 
to the fhore, to furprize our corps de 
refer ve and cut off the retreat of our 
principal body. Our troops aftoniflied 
to find the habitations abandoned, im- 
mediately fufpedled that the enemy had 
notice of their intentipns, a fuppofition 
that rather abated their ardour; not- 
-withftanding after fetting fire to the 
dwellings they advanced up the coun- 
try. The commander of this. expedi- 
tion, fearing a furprize, entered the de- 
file 



i 
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file of the mountains with the utmoft 
precaution^ wkere he was fpeediiy at-« 
tacked by the concealed Iroquois who 
fell on our men with inconceivable fury; 
but as thefe favages fight without order, 
and are totally unacquainted with mi- 
litary evolutions, they could not fuc- 
ceed in furrouriding our troops, a fmall 
party of the advanced guard being, the 
only vidlims, and whom, the Iroquois 
cut to pieces. Our army was however 
well revenged, the fire of the cannon 

* * 

and mulketry killing fome thoufands of 
Iroquois; notwithftanding as the num- 
ber of the favages were ftill re-cnforcefl 
by their concealed comrades, who con- 
tinued renewing the attack with un- 
cqualed ardor, our commander thought 
fit to retreat, regaining the coaft in 
good order. His arrival was timely, 

for 
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for the corps de refer ve had almbfl: 
funk under tht force of a numerous 
arniy of Iroquois ; happily, however^ 
our veflels which lay at anchor were 
near enough the Ihore to affift them 
with their guns. Our troops now re- 
united eafily fucceeded in difperfing 
the favages, and re-embarked, after 
having thus in part fulfilled the end 
of their expedition. — This is the ac- 
count I coUeded from the recital of 

Ofiko, who related the whole totally in 
favour of his own nation. 

** During our meal I remarked that 
Mufko (which was the name of the 
young Iroquoi) kept his eyes perpe- 
tually fixed on Zifka ; he praifed her 
beauty, and exhibited all the eloquence 
of Iroqu ois gallantry. The impreflion 

my 
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my young miftrefs had made on thi& 
favage alarmed me, I dreaded the con- 
fequences of his love, which could not 
fail to be fatal to mine. My fears 
were foon confirmed, for the next day 
Mulko declared his paflion, and de- 
manded Zilka for his companion. Ofiko 
appeared delighted that his daughter 
had gained the affedlion of the young 
Iroquoi, and promifed to unite her to 
him. I leave you to judge the grief 
this promife, which I was witnefs to, 
gave me ; for Zifka, her eyes fufficiently 
declared her afflidlion. I then repented 
not having demanded her of her fa- 
ther whom I was well aflured would 
not have refufed me; but to wed his 
daughter was uniting myfelf with a 
nation I abhorred, it was renouncing 
my country for ever, and though I 

tenderly 
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tenderly loved the young Iroquoi yet 
I^oiild hot refolvc on fuch a facrifice. 



> ■ 
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ConlinUhtion of the Adventures of Mr. 

Harrifbn. 

' IVJ: Y rival Was fo perpetually with 
Zifka^ that 'it became althoft impbffible 
to fee her alone ; he . followed her 
whet-e ever (he went, the ^xpreflion of . 
his love ftrongly pourtraying his fero- 
cious fouli -which was incapable of the 
leait fenfibility ; his affiwftion being but 
the explbfion of brutal pa (Hon and 
unruiy.defires which he burnt to fatisfy. 
Zri(ksL waia ftfanger, to diffimuIation> * 
and treated- ;Mulko with the utmofl: 

Vol* III. M coldnefs. 
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coldncfs, who,, however, appealed to- 
tally regardlefs of her bch^^viour, that 
tender return fo neceflary to delicate 
and feeling fouls had no charms for 
him; incapable of enjoying the plea- 
fures of fcntiment, he. wiflied nothing 
farther than the gratification of his 
paflion: his mind, which was as nar- 
row as his foul, was deftitute of feeling, 
d}d; not permit him to difcover the 
caufc of Ziika's coldnefs, his utmolt 
defign in efpouiing her bc;ing the en-* 
joyment of her perfon. I however did 
not place implicit dependence on this 
difpofition of my rival, but ufed the . 
utmoft precaution to conceal my in- 
timacy with Zilka; though my young 
miflrefs was by no means an .adept in 
the art of feigning, yet flie felt the nc-. . 
ceility of being' on her guard, and.con^ 

cealing 
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ccaling from Mulko the fcntimcnts fhc 
experienced for me. 

** Eight days elapfed in this mutual 
conftraint: Muflco, charmed with Zifka, 
appeared to have no inclination to re- 
turn. Vexed at the troublefome paf- 
flon of this ferocious Iroquoi, I was 
perpetually thinking of Tome means to 
fnatch Ziika from his purfuit. After 
much refledlion I could devife no way 
but flight and perfuading my miflrefs 
to accompany me j I had no doubt but 
La Roche would readily confent as he 
detefted the Iroquois, and was perpe- 
tually preffing me to haften Ofiko to 
keep the promife he had made of fend- 
ing us to Canada. I therefore opened 
my projed to him, faying that the de- 
lay of the chief gave me fome mifJ 

M 2 trufl. 
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trufl^ and that might I advife we (hould 
ourfelvcs endeavour to gain our liberty. 
—-La Roche replied that nothing was 
more eafy^ that all that was neceifary 
was to gain the fhore where there were 
always canoes ready for fervice, that 
in one of thefe we might crofs the 
Lake in the narrowed part, and be al- 
ready far diftant before the Iroquois 
had difcovercd our abfence/and out of 
the leaft danger from purfuit. I 
adopted La Roche's idea with tranf- 
port, and communicated to him my 
dcfign of making Zifka the partner of 
my flight :^ at firft he endeavoured to 
difluade me, reprefenting that her elope- 
ment would greatly encreafe the dan- 
ger, but when I informed him of my 
afFcftion for her, and that I could not 
^tefolve to leave her, he replied that I 

had 
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had conferred too many obligations on 
him for him not to confcnt to what I 
defired, and that he would fecond me 
all in his power. We now refolved to 
feizc the firft opportunity to put our 
projecft i>n execution, and to take all 
neceflary precaution to afTure its fuc- 
cefs. AH that remained was to engage 
Zifka to accompany us, and I flattered 
myfelf that I Ihould not find much 
trouble in perfuading that amiable girl, 
who was only an Iroquoi by birth, 
nature appearing to have made a mif- 
take in placing her among a favage na- 
tion; befides ftie loved me finccrely, 
and I had no doubt but that paflloa 
would prove flrongcr than any other 
confidcration in her heart, 

M 3 "Lovers 
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'* Lovers eafily find opponunities to 
fee each other when they ardently ,dc- 
lire it, nor is there anyobftacle but 
which they can furmount to fatisfy the 
wilh that is deareft to their hearts. 
Though Mulko was perpetually in pur- 
fuit of Zilka, we notwithftanding found 
means to fee each other alone, where 
after giving way to the tranfports which 
mutual afFedlion infpired, Zilka de- 
clared to me the uneafinefs that Mufko's 
palTion gave her, and fixing her fin^ 
eyes on mine, with an expreffion which 
left me no doubt but her heart per- 
fedlly agreed with her lipa: • I hate 
him,* added Ihe, * as much as I love 
thee!' — * But Zifka,* replied I, 'how 
can'ft thou efcape his purfuit^ thou 
knoweft thy father has promifed him 

thy hand.' — * I fwear by the great 

Orontojo,; 
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Ofahtojo/ retuYttcd ihc, * that Muflio 

-ihaM- never be my hufbitnd.*-^* Tdl 

nie/ faid f, ' what means thou can^^fl 

'^ettipfoy to ]pfr6vent it?'—* 1 WiH tell 

Thy father thkt tny h^^ah is thine, he 

vifl then cditfent to our union; thcfu 

wiit become his fon and I fliall be 

happy.''— I reprefented to Ziflca the 

ti^ger of 'f\idh ^an overture. — ^* Thy 

fkther/Ta?cl I, ''has already pafled his 

*word, befides halve we nbthing to ap- 

ptehend from the vengeance of Mufko? 

-yet that is not my apprehenfion ,- li 

Frenchmain canndt feat an Iroquoi 

however terrible he may appear, but 

I am a ftranger, and the kindnefs of 

thy fathdr to m'e has already rifen a 

jealoufy among the warriors of this 
fettlem^ntV they will fecond the fury 
lof Mufko, and thy lover become their 

M 4 vid:im:r— 
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vidlim : — ^I lovc^thce, Zifica^ heaven is 
witnefs of my fincerity ; but I cannot 
refolve to remain among thy country- 
men, in becoming their brother I muft 
alfo become the accomplice of their 
barbarities; yet more they are the ene- 
mies of my country, can I bear arms 
againft my felJow-citizens ? no, my be- 
loved Zilka, there is but one means to 
prevent our reparation; that is, let U3 
jBy together, if thou lovcft me, as I 
think thou doft, thou wilt not hefitate 
to quit a country fo little worthy of 
thee; and thofe ferocious beings who 
know not how to eilimate thy virtue.* 

** I had fcarcely concluded before 
Zifka threw herfelf on my neck : * I 

am now convinced that thou loveft 

me/ faid fhe^ ' could'ft thou Imagine 

that 



\ 
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that I would not accept with tranfport 
what ever thou propofeft ? in what ever 
part of the world I find niyielf with 
thee I cannot fail to be happy; com- 
mand, I am ready to follow thee where 
ever thou will; thy country fhall be 
mine, and the only thought and care 
of thy Zilka to pleafe thee, and merit 
thy tendernef&.' 

" The fatisfadlion with which my 
young miftrefs confented to accom- 
pany me, gave me the utmoft pleafure; 
after declaring to her how much my 
love was indebted for this facrifice, I- 
informed her of our project; fhe ap- 
proved it, and even gave me fome in- 
formation which I found ufeful. After 
thus fettling the preliminaries, and agree- 
ing to feize the firfl: favourable oppdr- 

M 5 tunity^ 
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tunity, wc paited, fearful of being fur- 
prized by Mulkoi 

# - • 

. ^ The next day La Roche and roy^ 

felf tellified a defire to make a fiihing 
party on the Lake. The brother o£ 
Zifka and feme other Iroquois accom« 
panied us, I have already obferved, 
that Tarbek greatly refembled his 
lifter; he even polTefled the fame foft- 
nefs of manners, and never failed to- 
give me every proof of attachment and 
gratitude. In the way he teftified what 
pleafurc he IhoukJ experience would 1 
fettle among them? *I feel for thee/ 
iaid he, * the moft tender fricndfhip,. 
and could lacrifice my life for thy hap- 
pinefs j it would be but a return of the 
obligation I owe thee: I have difco- 
weired that thou loveft my fifter, thou^ 

fcakr 



llialt betome her hulband; 4 -will en- 
gage ray father to retradt the ' promift 
he has given Miiiko whom I hate : hisf 
arrogance revolts rhe,, artd the haughty 
manner with which he treats thee^ has 
Jfrequently given me the utmoft indig- 
•natioh: fpeak^ fay thou wilt nevet 
abahdoil Ta^bek.' 



** This xfifccmrfe threw me into- the- 
greateft embarraffment ; his friendfhip- 
touched me,, and I felt the utmoft paia 
to deceive him, but the price at whict 
he fixed the pofleffion of his fifter,, was 
too great for me to relinquilh a^ projeA 
that fo happily conciliated the different 
interefts which fo immediately had 
claihls on. my heart. I therefore re- 
plied to Tarbek that I was truly fen- , 
-fible of Avi marks- of kindnefs. which. 
-^ M 6/ ha 
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he (hewed me; that I fincerely had the 
utmofl: afiedlion for his lifter^ but that 

I alio loved my eountry, that until the 
prefent time two fuch powerful incli- 
ziatipns had kept my heart in a perpe- 
tual ftate of uncertainty; but that I 
wa& refdlved to come to a final .refolu« 
tion, and in two days would give him my 
definitive anfwen * Refledt/ replied 
he, • choofe which ftiall moft prepon- 
derate in thy heart. I fhould be grieved 
that my friendfliip for thee ftiould make 
thee unhappy.* 

^ After catching a great' number of 
fiih we returned home. La Roche and 
myfelf taking particular notice of the 
bay where the canoes were fattened; 
I obferved one fmaller than the reft 
which appeared fit for our purpofe, and 

deter- 
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determined to defer our projeft no 
longer than the following night. I 
found means to inform Zifka to be in 
readinefs, appointing a place of hieet^ 
ing at fome diftance from the dwell- 
ings: the next day was employed in 
preparations> Golle<3:ing a good quan- 
tity of proviiions^ and furnifhing our* 
felves with two guns fome powder and 
lead, in which ftate we determined to 
venture on the Lake. 

** When all were afleep in the fettle- 
ment we kft our hut and took the road to 
the (hore, ufing every neceffary precau- 
tion. Zifka was already at the rendez- 
vous> having under favour of the dark- 
nefs, flipped out of her father's hut. — 
* Come, my dear Ziflca,* faid I, em- 
bracing herj, * let us arm ourfelve& with 

courage,, 
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courage, amd fly with che^tmocft fpeed/ 
—The young iToquoi replied by pre jt 
d&ng my.hand^. and we departed imme^ 
•diateiy.towafids'the Ihoro. Zifka flew 
sather than watk^d> we ^uld h^vdlf 
keep pace with her; a. fevage life in- 
^ences^ gneatly the condituti^Mii, and 
-gives Aich ftpength arid atftivity to the 
?Kmbs, that even a female bred among, 
^hein would, in a race, diftandK <Lnian. 
educated inpoJifhed life. 

« We had no fooner reached the 
banks of the Lake^ than putting oup 
provifion and arms in the canoe we fet 
it afloat, rowing with all our' might;. 
We coafted for fome time' in order to^ 
gain the canal that feparate^ the Lake 
of Ontario from the Lake of Em ;, out 
defig^ti being to land in the peninfiSit 

which^: 



v 






which lays between thcfe two Lake&^ 
and Lake Huxon, We had jmft reached 
the middle of the canal about day 
breaks when we difcovered two canoes 
jK>wing^ after us wkh inconceivable 
fwiftnefs. This %ht had fucb an efr 
fedl: on us> that ouc arms became re-^ 
laxed and weceafed rowing.^ I had no^ 
doubt but that our flight was. difco« 
vered, and thefe canoes fent in purfuit 
•f us^ * Will heaven never ceafe to^ 
perfecute me/ laid I^ with an agon)r 

ef griefs 'and does it only fnatch me 

♦ 

from one danger to plunge me in ^ 
greater ?' La Roche's fright wa« at leaft 
equal to roy own ; Zilka was the firft 
to recover hct fpirits, and afluming aa 
heroical fbmnefs (he exhorted us by 
ker words and example to redouble oup- 
eSbrts to efcapc our purfuers. Our 
-i intereft 
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intercft agreed too much with this ad* 
vice for us not to adopt it ; we there- 
fore again began to row with an adi- 
vity which our fear of danger redou- 
bled. Notwithftanding their canoes 
continued to gain upon ours^; as the 

Iroquois were in greater number and 
ftronger than us, we had every reafon 
to dread their overtaking us before we 
reached the peninfula; in efFedl the 
favages rowed fo vigoroufly that they 
were foon within gun-lhot: I particu- 
larly diftinguifhed the ferocious Mufko^ 
and we fhould have been inevitably 
vanquifhed had not the fight of the 

ihore given us redoubled courage to 
row with fuch rapidity as to reach the 
land before them. We inftantly leaped 
out of the canoe, and leaving our arms 
and provifions fled towards a wood^ 

fome 
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fome fmall diftance from the Ihore, 
with the utmoft precipitation. 

>• 
" The Iroquois rieached land a mo- 
ment after and inflantly purfued u$; 
they muft infallibly have foon over- 
taken u» if by the mod happy chance 
a hoord of favages^ whom I inftantly 
recognized for the > Hurons, had not ^t 
that moment appeared on the turning 
of a hill between the wood and the 
Ihore. As this nation was allied wit^ 
us, I had no doubt of their afliftance^ 
and running towards them I threw 
myfcif at their feet making them conv- 
prehend that I was a Frenchman: jl 
however had no occafipn to excite their 
pity to engage them in our defenc-f, 
their implacable hatred to the Iroquois 
being a fufficient motive to influence 
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them to an attack, for ^y had na 

fooncr difcovered them than giving 
repeated Ihouts to teftify their joy, they 
ruihed upon diem. The Iroquois afto- 
nilhed at fudi an unexpected meeting 
appeared for a few moments irrefolute, 
fome of them even haftening back to- 
wards the canoes; but recalled and 
animated by the difcourfe and beha- 
viour of Mufko they placed themfelves 
by his fide, waiting the attack of the 
tinemy with firmnefs. 

•* The battle foon began, and was 
'truly terrible: thcfe favages fight with 

unequalled fury, a& they know there 
is no quarter to be erpefted they muft 
'Vanquifli ot die^ Lia. Roche and my-^ 

felf remained for fome minutes con- 
cealed behind the ttees^ for being with- 
'^ out 
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out weapons we could not fecond our^ 
brave deliverers. Though the Hurons 
were far more numerous than their op- 
ponents, yet the ftrength and valour of 
Mulko long ftemmed the courfe of the 
battle. This terrible favage fought like 
a lion, and was on the point of decid-* 
ing the vi(a:ory in favour of the Iro- 
quois, when determined to vbntuce 
every thing, I entreated La Roche to 
fecond me: we advanced towards the 
place of conteft arming ourielvcs with 
the clubs of two Hurons who wcrie 

ilain, and threw ouxfelves among the 
combatants, defpair redoubiing xjixr 
courage. The battle now began to 
incline in favour of our friends-; La 
Roches and myfelf had already killed 
two Iroquois when Mulko xuflied bo- 
fore usi a hungry tiger raging for his 

pre 
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prey docs not poffefs more fury than 
did this favage when he attacked me. 
* Curft European/ faid he, * thou (halt 
dearly pay the robbing me of Zifka/ — 
With thefc words he ftruck at my head 
with a force which muft have proved 
fatal, had not rage bewildered his fight, 
- the blow glanring along the fide of my 
' arm without much damage. I faw it 
would be ufelefs to truft to my ftrength 
againft fuch an adverfary, and there- 
fore determined to adopt Ikill in lieu 
of it. I had a large pocket knife that 
I had ever kept concealed while I dwelt 
among the Iroquois, and determined to 
life that inftead of the club which I 
did not underftand the management of 
fo well as my enemy : I therefore threw 
down my weapon, and when Mulko 
raifcd his arm to give me a fecond 

blow^ 
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blow, leaped back, by which means he 
loll his aim, and rufhing on him be« 
fore he could renew it, plunged my ; 
knife in his body, on which he imme* 
diately fell bathed in blood. The Hu« 
rons at this fight gave repeated (houts 
of joy, one of them ending the fero- 
cious Mufko with a club. The Iro*^ 
quois who remained feeing their brave 
warrior dead loft courage and took to 
flight, but the Hurons purfued them 
and none efcaped. 

" After this fucccfs the Hurons af* 
fembledi giving us every mark of kind- 
nefs, praifing my courage, arid faying 
they owed their viftory to me. I 
thanked the favages for the afliftance 
they had given us in fo perilous a fitua- 
tion^ Zifka who had remained con^ 

cealed 
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' cealed in the thickeft part of the wood 
during^ the combat, now joined us, and 
throwing herfelf into my arms tefti-* 
fied her pleafure at my fafety. La 
Roche and myfelf fetcheyf the provi^ 
iions which we left in the canoe, oblige 
fng the Hurons to (hare them with us^ 
and after a little reft, which we were 
much in need of, we continued our 
route with our deliverers. On the way . 
the Hurons informed us that they had 
been on a hunting party for eight days^ 
and that their ardor for the chafe had 
brought them as far as the banks of 
the Lake Ontario, which they rarely 
frequented, concluding by affuring us 
they rejoiced in their excurfion fince it 
had been in their power to be fcrvice- 
able to Frenchmen. , 

^ After 
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^* After three days and a half *s^ pain- ^ 
ftiL Yia\k through woods and over moun^ 4 
tain^j W6 roached their fettlemeht. The 
Hurons; ^ere to fooner informed of our 
arrival than they ran to meet us, tefti- 
fying in their manner the pleafure they 
experienced on feeing us. They con- 
duced us to the cabin, of their chief, 
who received us gracioufly, treating us 
as fumptuQufly as could be expedled 
fronj fuch entertainers. 

** I foon difcovered that the Hurons 
thwg|h ravages, and livipg entirely by 
hunting .^md; fifhing. like the, Iroquois, 
yet WCC6 much milder iit^d lefs fero- 
cious. After paffing foine days with 
them I tcftified to the chief .the defire 
I had, to return amoi)g my coiintry men; 
the gencxioiis iaViage : haftened to oblige 

me, 

y 
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4; me, and aflembling a troop of war- 
. riors fent them to accompany us ; thus 
protedted we walked for five days, at 
the . end of which period wc arrived 
without any accident at Fort Fron- 
tenac. 



CHAP., xni. 



Continuation of the Adventures of Mr* 

Harrifon. 

*' T 

x Immediately defifed to be pre- 
fcnted to the- governor, whom J in- 

• ■ 

fofnfied of all that had happched us, 
and the ncccifity we laboured under,, 
entreating his afliftance, which he in- 
ftantly granted. with the utmoft gene- 
rofity. Thiere was at this timcin Fron- 

tcnac 
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tcnac two Miflionaries who were em- 
ployed in inftrudting the favages that 
lived in the environs of the Fort: I 
defired them to beftow their cares alfo 
on Zilka and to teach her the princi- 
ples of .our religion, to which the good 
fathers willingly confented. The con- 
verfion of the young Iroquoife gave 
them little trouble; love 'had already 
made her a Chriflian : this child of na- 
ture poflefling' one of thofe innocent 
yet ingenuous fouls which readily re- 
ceive inftru&ion, therefore, the pure 
morals of our religion could not fail 
being fpeedily engraven on it. 

** It is much eafier to change an opi* 
nion than to give birth to one; the 
prejudices of education and polilhed 
life give to the mind a fixed idea which 

Vol. III. N h 
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is very difficult to deftroy, by this rea- 
fon a favage is far more eafily con- 
verted than an European, who has al- 
ready imbibed religious opinions and 
whofc foul is under the yoke of focial 
inflitutions. 

*' When Zifka was fufficiently in- 
ftruded one of the ' fathers baptized 
her; and two days after I married her. 
As I had never known my parents I 
had no one's confent to aik, and there- 
fore did not hefitate to unite myfelf to 
a girl who though a favage was truly 
worthy of my efteem and tendernefs. 
Gratitude and honour alfo demanded 
it; Zilka had left all to follow me, Ihe 
had now no friend but myfelf, and I 
did no more by her than fulfil the mod 

facred of duties. 

*' Sooii 
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^ Soon after our marriage we left 
Frontenac and went to Quebec. The 
day after our arrival La Roche and 

niyfelf waited on the governor to whom 
I related our adventures with the Iro- 
quois, in the fame manner I had be- 
fore done to the governor of Fronte- 
nac ; my recital appeared to intereft 
him, he prefented us in the king's 
. name with a confiderable gratification, 
and as the veflel on board of which wc 
ferved had been gone fome time on 
^n expedition, he oiFered to place us 
as furgeons in the military hofpital at 
Quebec, which we accepted with gra- 
titude. 

r 

'•Neither time nor diftance could 
efface from my heart a friend fo dear 
as yourfelf ; I was no fooner fettled ii> 
my new iituation than I wrote you a 

N 2 long 
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long letter which I diredled to M. de 
Landrimont, having no doubt but he 
had procured you fomc employ. I 
waited for fix months in expe<3:ation 
of an anfwer^ and at length learned 
that the veflel in which I fent my let- 
ter had been taken by the Englifh; I 
therefore immediately wrote a fecond 
which I gave to the captain of a mer- 
chant-man who was to fail with a con- 
voy of two Ihips of the line, I had 
therefore no fear of this letter meet- 
ing: with the fame fate as the firfl. 

Near a year pafled in my new em- 
ploy without any thing happening to 
difturb the felicity I enjoyed, having 
daily frefti caufe to congratulate my- 
felf on the choice I had made. Zifka 
was the moft amiable and beft of 

wives. 
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-wives, her innocent candour and frank- 
nefs remained ever the fame, flic had 
no will but mine, I was the objedl of 
all her wiflies, defires, and affedion. — 
She was foon accoftomed to the new 
way of life which ftie had adopted, 
and was perfedlly eafy in her habili- 
ments, for nothing could exceed her 
natural graceful nefs. Her mind was 
not gifted with lefs capability, flie made 
in a fliort time a rapid progrefs in our 
language, and when I had developed 
by converfation and inftruftion the 
happy feeds of underftanding which 
nature had beftowcd on her; Ziflca re- 
mained an Iroquoi only in origin, be- 
ing capable of entering in parallel with 
the moft accompliihed European/ 

N 3 •< We 
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•' Wc lived thus happy in each othcr^ 
bleft with an eafy competency, our 
wifhes never exceeding our means, and 
our only defire being that this agree- 
able exigence might be prolonged to 
our latefl: hour. Ziika bore in her 
womb the fruit of our loves, and 1 aU 
ready enjoyed in imagination the de- 
lightful hope of feeing myfelf revived 
in the precious pledges of our tender- 
nefs ; but heaven jealous of my happi- 
nefs alas too foon deprived me of it, 
and my fenfibility was again put to the 

proof by an event of all otliers the molt, 
calculated to affeft it* 



^^ We frequently went a walking in 
the environs of the city which were 
very pleafant. Since my beloved Zifka 
had been pregnant 1 m^dc tbofe little 
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cxcurfions regularly, as I was convinced 
that moderate exercife was ferviceabic 
in her fituation, particularly as fhe had 
formerly been accuftomed to a life of 
the utmoft adlivity. One day that we 
were walking at the enterance of a 
fmall wood about a league from the 
city, and I was at fome few fteps from 
Zilka gathering vulnerary plants, which 
grew plentifully in this fpot; fhe on a 
fudden gave a piercing (hriek: I in- 
ftantly ran^ and beheld an enormous 
ferpent in purfuit of her; I flew to 
defend hcr> but alas arrived too late, thcv 
accurfed reptile had reached her ajid 
darted his venom into her arm. — I had 
no weapon but a ftick, with it I at- 
tacked the ferpent, who feeing me ap- 
proach left Zilka and glided fwiftly 
towards me, hiding in a fearful man- 

N 4 ner. 
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ner, I however was fortunate eno^igh 
to efcapc him by jumping quickly afide^ 
then attacking him with my ftick I at 
length killed him. My wife had fainted 
from fear and lay fenfelefs on the 
ground ; I ran to her the inftant I had 
overcome the ferpent, but had fomd 
difficulty to recover her. I was in the 
greateft embarraffment, the place where 
we were walking was diftant from any 
habitation, and it was impoflible to 
leave my beloved Zifka to feek ah 
affiftance which I dreaded would be 
too late, as I well knew that the bite 
of ferpents if not inftantly attended to 
are ever fatal. I therefore thought the 
mod fpeedy way would be to get her 
to the town as quick as poflible, and 
entreating her to keep up her fpirits^ 
and lean 6n my arm, we repaired thi- 
ther^ 
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ther. We no fooner reached home 
than the fymptoms of the venom be- ' 
came manifeft; her neck was fwelled 
and inflamed: I flew to procure the 
remedies ufed in fuch cafes, but it was 
too late, the poifon had infedled the 
whole mafs of blood, and all my en- 
deavours were fruitlefs. My beloved 
Ziika was fooit feized with a lethargic 
dozing, a deadly palenef^f overfpread 
her features, her pulfe gradually weak- 
ened, and fhe palTed in an almofl in^ 
fenfible manner from life to death. 

" I (hall not attempt to dcfcribe to 
you the difl:radlion this lofs threw me 
into; you poflefs a feeling heart and 
may therefore judge the forrow I muft 
experience in lofing a woman whom 
I fo tenderly loved; a blow which waa 

the 




374 ^AK FRENCH 

« 

the more dreadful as it was fudden and 
uncxpeded. I was for fome days loft 
in a gloomy defpair that rendered me 
Infenfible to all around me^ it appeared 
as though all my phyfical and moral 
faculties were buried in the grave of 
Zilka. — However, time which foftens 
every acute fenfation, added to the duties 
of my place, at length drew me in fome 
meafure from this cruel ftate, which 
may fooner be compared to annihilation 
than life; yet leaving a deep melan- 
choly which made me oerD^tually fccl^ 
folitude, Quebec was hateful to me, 
I therefore refolved to quit a place that 
was ever reminding me of my misfor- 
tune, and foon found an opportunity : 
the fleet on which I had before ferved 
put into the port to refit, and on my 

appli- 
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appliqation I was immediately appointed 
to the fame rank I had before held. 

^' I had been fome few days in my 
xiew employ when a merchant Ihip ar-* 
rived in the harbour coining direcftly 
from St, Maloes. I had a prefentiment 
that this veflel would bring me news 
of you, and accordingly repaired im^ 
mediately on board: my hope was not 
deceived, the captain gave me a letter 
from M. de Landrimont. That gene- 
rous patron informed me th^t after be- 
ing two years with him in quality of 
fecretary, he had recommended you to 
an Englilb nobleman who was travek 
Jing for amufement; that he had re*. 
-niitt«d my letter to Madri4 expelling 
you were there, but that it had been 
returned^ with ^n information that you 

were 
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were gone to Italy by fea with your 
Englifh friend. You may imagine the 
pleafure I experienced on hearing you 
was happily fituated: M. de Landri- 
mont alfo informed me that the good 
woman who had taken fuch care of 
my infancy, and who loved me as a 
tender mother, had been dead near a 
year. This news affliAed me the more 
as I now confidered myfelf as deprived 
of all hope of ever being acknow^ 
Icdged by the authors of my being, the 
death of my reputed mother cutting off 
the means they would have to difcover 
me, Ihould they be inclined to make 
inquiries. I was for feveral days over- 
whelmed with forrow on the refledlion 
of my unhappy fate; in efFedl was not 
my fituation a melancholy one? I had 
loft a wife I adored, and now found 

myfelf 
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myfclf deprived of one who had re- 
placed the lofs of my parents, and ful- 
filled for them the facred duties of 
nature. I now appeared to fland alone 
in the world, unfupported among my 
fellow creatures, and feparated from 
the only friend who was interefled for 
my fate. 

" The damaged veflcls being rc^ 
paired we failed for the Antilles : the 
iirft eight days of our voyage was ycry 
fortunate, but at the height of the 
Bermudas we were overtaken in the 
night by a dreadful ftorm which fcat- 
tered the fleet. I was on board the 
liivincible of feventy-four-guns j as the 
wind was in the fouth fouth eaft, blow* 
ing with fuch violence that we could 
not manoeuvre the fhip, we feared to 

be 
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be thrown on the coaft of New-Eng- 
land, where we muft inevitably hare 
been wrecked or taken prifoners by the 
Engliih ; apprehenfions that were but too 
well realized. — Towards morning the 
wind became lefs violent and we found 
ourfelvcs at the cnterance of the gulph 
of Chcfapeack;. at the light of the 
danger we ran we fet all our fails and 
endeavoured to gain the open fea, but 
we had been difcovered and- two line 
of battle fhips and a frigate fent in 
purfuit of us, as we had fuffered greatly 
by the ftorm they foon reached us; our 
captain refolved to make a running 
fight but the enemies' veflels ma- 
noeuvred with fuch (kill that in left 
than half an hour we were completely 
furrounded and while the two large 
fiiips cannonaded us both cri the lar- 
board 



•I 
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board and ftarboard, the frigate took us 
by the ftem raking the whole length of 
the veflel: we made the moll vigorous 
refiftance during an hour, but were at 
length neceffitated to yield to fuperior 
force, and after having loft near the 
half of our men ftruck our whjte flag 
and (urrendered. The Englifh captain 
immediately put part of his crew in 
poffeffion of the fhip, and after hav- 
ing taken it in tow the three veflels re- 
turned in triumph to James-Town. 
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